
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     Reflections      
        September 2026  

Dear Church Family, 

As we enter the month of September, there is a sense of newness all around us. A new season of ministry 
is beginning, children and young people are settling into a new school year, and our church family has     
opportunities once again to grow together in faith and service. 

This fall, I am especially excited about two opportunities for spiritual growth and renewal. 

Our new Sunday morning sermon series, “The Christ-Centered Life,” will explore what it means to place       
Jesus Christ at the very center of our daily lives. The series will draw especially from the wisdom and       
ministry of E. Stanley Jones, the renowned Methodist missionary and evangelist whose life was devoted to 
helping people discover the transforming power of Christ. 

Jones consistently called people beyond simply believing about Christ toward actually allowing Christ to 
shape the whole of life. His emphasis on Christ-centered living is a timely message for us today. In a world 
filled with competing voices, demands, anxieties, and distractions, what would happen if Christ truly became 
the center of our thoughts, relationships, decisions, work, worship, and service? 

That question will guide us throughout this sermon series. My prayer is that these messages will not simply 
give us something to think about on Sunday mornings, but will invite each of us into a deeper and more    
intentional relationship with Christ. 

I also want to invite you to a special six-week pastor study featuring the movie A Great Awakening. This 
study will provide an opportunity to consider the history, challenges, and spiritual significance of revival and 
awakening, while reflecting together on what God may be calling the church to be and to become in our own 
time. 

The study will begin September 13 and continue for six weeks. There will be two opportunities to participate 
each week: 

Sundays at 5:30 p.m. 
Mondays at 1:00 p.m. 

The Sunday and Monday gatherings will provide the same study, allowing you to choose the time that works 
best for your schedule. I hope you will make plans to join us for this meaningful time of learning,              
conversation, prayer, and reflection. 

Perhaps these two opportunities belong together more than we might first realize. A Christ-centered life and 
a spiritually awakened church are deeply connected. Renewal in the church begins as Christ renews us    
individually. As our hearts are drawn more fully toward Christ, we become more attentive to the movement 
of the Holy Spirit, more willing to serve others, and more ready to participate in God's work in the world. 

My hope for this fall is not simply that we will have another sermon series or another study on the church         
calendar. My prayer is that we will experience a deeper hunger for Christ and a renewed openness to what 
God desires to do among us. 

May this be a season in which we place Christ at the center, seek God with renewed hearts, and discover 
again the joy of being the people God has called us to be. 

I look forward to sharing this journey with you. 

Brother Bryan 



 



 



 
 
 
     
 

 



 
 
Dear Church Family, 

From July 8 through July 20, Mary Heady, Mary Kinaga, Brenda Wright, I, and others 
from Crossett, Fort Smith, and Paragould embarked on a Wesley Heritage Tour of      
England and Ireland. We visited many of the major Methodist sites throughout the English 
countryside and spent four wonderful days in Ireland.   

It was a marvelous experience—not only learning more about our Methodist heritage but 
also making new friends and sharing in fellowship along the way. 

Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support. If you see any of us, ask about our 
journey! We would love to share what we experienced and learned along the way. 

Grace and peace, 

Bro. Bryan 

         THANK  YOU to Zoey Hunter for organizing   Thank you to this group of Jesus-loving people who    

       our children's ministry craft room & office.    helped move UAM students into Horsfall Hall.   



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

FON continues during the summer months. Children are at home and we try to pack bags a little    
differently with them in mind.  

Church Family - Your support of this ministry is what enables us to help all those that come to our 
church for food.  

You may not be aware who appears every other week to help with food distribution, so the following 
list and pictures are for your pleasure:  

9:00-10:00 group: Susan Musick, Jessie Chappell, Mary Kinaga, Judy Bynum, Debra Burt, and             
Richard Goldthwait.  

10:00-10:30 group: Carolyn and John Bullock and Sheere Scogin.  

11:00-12:00 group: Judy Murphy, Maria Daniels, and Richard Goldthwait.  

Those who Deliver: Kathy Tumlison, Sheere Scogin, Jim Crossett, Jere Johnston, Mike Stephenson,  
Christine Felts, and Julie Smith. 

Different ones who have recently helped with boxes: Thomas Holland, Zoey Hunter, Richard 
Goldthwait, Lori Fallon, Lynne Russell, John Kidwell, Anthony Brown, and Bro. Bryan.  

HUGE THANKS to all of you!  

Brenda 

“As you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40  

Circle 5 is a welcoming group for moms and young adults to grow closer to God, strengthen our 

prayer lives, and encourage one another in faith. We also enjoy serving our church family by 

decorating for holidays, special services, and events.  

Come grow, pray, fellowship, and serve with us! Meeting September 24 at Chefs at 5:00 PM. 



   

   

 

    Sole Purpose 
 

What many don’t realize is that Sole Purpose is a year round mission!  Yes, we have a major event 

each fall when we invite our school children and their families into our church where we serve them.  

It is a day of rejoicing for them and for us, as well.  But, throughout the year, as families need the 

additional help, all they have to do is call our church and we make sure the children have what they 

need.  

It is also a year round event because of all the months of planning and implementing.  We have 

church members picking up coats from the schools and washing them in preparation for our fall 

event.  We have members going to Options to pick up books, collecting and sorting them so they are 

ready to share with these children.  Teams order coats and shoes, sometimes making trips to Little 

Rock and other places to find these items at a price we can afford.  In July applications are created, 

printed and taken to the schools to be shared with parents at the schools’ open houses.  And so 

much more—all kinds of activity as we get ready for our day of sharing. 

And now is our MAJOR fund-raising time.  In an effort to make fund-raising easier on families, the 

few months before our Sole Purpose event, we have taken a collection during our Communion time.  

We only have two more collection times before the heavy duty purchasing begins.  We try to raise at 

least $8,000 each year.  This year we have raised approximately $6,000 to date.  The good news is 

that we still have two more months! So we ask that you prayerfully consider making a donation 

sometime during the next two months.  We are coming up on 10 YEARS of taking care of our        

children!  And we will continue to do this as long as we can.   

We have already begun purchasing coats and shoes for this year.  

Thank you for your faithful support!  

   

 



 



Weekly Events 

Sundays: 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  
                       Sunday School 
5:30 PM   Adult Bible Study (beg. 9/13) 

       5:30            PM  FUMY Small Groups 
       6:00            PM  FUMY Supper 
       6:30            PM  FUMY  

       Mondays: 
       1:00 PM  Adult Bible Study (beg. 9/14) 
       7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study (beg. 9/14) 

       Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts — 9/1 
1:30    PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 9/1 
6:00    PM   Executive Council — 9/8 
7:00    PM   Bible Study for Young Adults FH 

Wednesdays: Weekly 
3:30   PM   Wednesday Activities 
5:30   PM   Supper FLC 
6:30   PM   Chancel Choir  
6:30   PM   Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly 
7:00   PM   Adult Handbells 
7:00   PM   Praise Band 
Thursdays: 
11-12 PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
              (Every other Thursday) 

5:00    PM  Circle 5 (Chefs) 

Communion in September 
will be on September 13 
during the 9 AM and 11 AM 

Hopeful Hearts will meet on 
September 1 @ noon in the 
Family Life Center.   

August Giving General Fund 

August 2, 2026 — $10,961 
August 9, 2026 — $6,322 
August 16, 2026 — $14,631 
August 23, 2026 — $9,914 
August 30, 2026 — $10,723 
Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,592 
YTD Budget Giving $381,707 
YTD Budget deficit $24,000 

August Attendance 

August 2, 2026:  9 AM — 85;11 AM — 55 
August 9, 2026:  9 AM — 85; 11 AM — 54 
August 16, 2026: 9 AM —76 ; 11 AM — 53 
August 23, 2026 9 AM — 87; 11 AM — 45  
August 30, 2026 11 AM — 114 

Preaching Schedule for August 

 Sept. 6, 2026   Scripture: John 6:12-15 Rev. Lori Fallon  
 Sept. 13, 2026   Scripture:  Colossians 1:15-20 Rev. Bryan Diffee 
 Sept. 20, 2026  Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12; 6:33 Rev. Bryan Diffee  

 Sept. 27, 2026  Scripture:  Acts 9:1-19 Rev. Bryan Diffee  

  Fifth Sunday Meal & Service Schedule 

  November 29, 2026 — 10 AM service; 11 AM Meal 
Noon Decorating for Advent 

Please contact Louisa Smith and/or Kathy Tumlison 
to help or to bring soup, sandwiches, or desserts . 

Following lunch on Nov. 29, plan on staying to help 
decorate the sanctuary and Family Life Center for 
Advent. 

Memorials were  given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Melissa Gay Hauser: Bennie & Buck Henderson 
   Kathy & Jere Johnston 
   Kathy & James Tumlison 

 
Gift given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor of:   
Juanita & Jerry Webb:    Sue & David Anderson 
       Susan Musick 



 

 

 

 

All who grieve come together each month for a meal and 

fellowship provided by volunteers. 



Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2026          Class of 2027   Class of 2028 

 Michael Blazier, SPPRC/Leader  Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC  Anthony Brown, SPPRC 
 John Kidwell, Trustees         Loyd Oxner, Trustees  Jaime Hunter, Trustees 
 Valerie Harvey, Treasurer        Audrea Stephens, Finance  Amanda Gilbert, Finance 
 Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor 
 Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor  

Meeting was brought to order at 6:00 PM by Michael Blazier.  Rev. Bryan Diffee opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

Motion: to accept the July meeting minutes as presented by Amanda Gilbert seconded by John Kidwell.      

All in favor.  None opposed. 

Old Business: 

• The employees of Freedom Accessibility were interviewed by the police, but the owner, Keith Cook, was 

not there. It is going to come down to intent.  If there is intent, criminal; if no intent, civil. (See July 2026 

minutes for original quote.) 

• Steven Harvey is very busy and will work on the bus when he has more time.  Anthony Brown said he 

knows someone who can take off the logos and will speak with him. 

• The A/C on the third floor above the Fellowship Hall has been replaced.    

• Ken Hunter is waiting for rain to figure out where the roof is leaking. 

• Further discussion on Social Justice Fund. (See July 2026 Executive Council meeting minutes for more   

information.) Fund would be used to help individuals with Immigration issues.  The funds would not be 

used for criminal charges. 

• A committee of members in the congregation with a heart for people and a legal background will be 

formed as well as looking at the United Methodist Church to see if there is a social justice or advocacy 

group that we can use as a guide. 

Motion: Move to set up a social justice committee for the purpose of reviewing and distributing funds on a 

case-by-case basis for any social justice needs that may arise made by Jaime Hunter and seconded by     

Amanda Gilbert.  After further discussion, motion tabled while more information is gathered. 

New Business: 

• During a storm, there was a lightning strike, and the phones and other electronics were struck.  The 

phone system was destroyed, and Precision Alarm was contacted for a quote on replacing the system.  

The quoted cost was $6,100.  Instead, a new system was purchased from Office Depot at a cost of under 

$600, and we are waiting for Precision Alarm to repair the damage to the phone infrastructure.   

• Michael Reed spoke with an electrician, John David Kellum, regarding the wiring for the projectors.      

Cables need to be re-run before new projectors can be purchased and installed.  New surge protectors 

need to be installed also. 

• Monthly, funds were put in Special Funds to pay insurance.  Lynne Russell now pays insurance through 

the conference when apportionments are paid.  The $816.73 in Special Funds will be moved back to the 

general fund.  

• Rev. Lori Fallon brought up the condition of the flooring of the second-floor bathrooms above the        

Fellowship Hall and suggested that the Executive Council make a visual inspection of them. 



 

Executive Council Notes Cont. 

SPRC:   

• Michelle Oler gave her resignation, and her last day was August 15, 2026.  

• We need to advertise for a new janitor soon.  Lori Fallon and Lynne Russell are cleaning until a              

replacement can be found.  Tracy Phillips and Cricket Cleaning were proposed to contact.  

 

Trustee Report: 

• Waiting for Ken Hunter to diagnose leaks in Family Life Center. 

• Ken Hunter quoted $2000 to repair decking boards and lattice on parsonage deck. 

Motion: to accept quote for repairs to the parsonage deck lattice and decking boards that need replacement 

from Ken Hunter in the amount of $2000. All in favor.  None opposed. 

Finance Report: 

• Lynne Russell presented the Financial Reports and Special Accounts. 

Motion: to approve the July financial report made by John Kidwell and seconded by Jaime Hunter.   

All in favor. None opposed. 

 

Senior Pastor Report:  

• First Staff meeting after the summer break.  Only three of the staff do not work for the school systems. 

• Trying to figure out a better day and time to hold staff meetings so that more can attend. 

• The Charge Conference for 2026 will be here on October 25, 2026 @ 3:00 PM.  Along with FUMC’s 

charge conference, there will be other churches having their meeting here that day.  There will be an   

opportunity to pack food for food pantries as a mission opportunity. 

• The due date for the 2026 Charge Conference Packet is October 5, 2026; so, at the September Executive 

Council meeting, all reports need to be finalized and signed. 

• Two Bible studies will be offered before the end of the year.  One study will begin on Sunday, September 

13 and Monday, September 14 and continue for six weeks on Sundays at 5:30 and Mondays at 1:00 PM 

and then an Advent study to follow. 

• One last thing: I would like to see a mission opportunity happen.  John Mpandi in Uganda has upwards of 

75 people comprised of staff from his orphanage and the children in the orphanage that watch FUMC 

services every week from his phone.  To provide a tent, chairs, a big-screen television, internet, and a PA 

system would cost about $10,000.  How can we make this happen?  Eventually John Mpandi would like 

to purchase land and build a structure.  That would cost roughly $160,000 but would be a permanent 

structure for the orphanage. 

Ideas:  an envelope fundraiser, show video from John Mpandi and children to congregation, special  

offering, and check with Methodist church in Uganda to see if there is help there. 



Executive Council Notes Cont. 

Associate Pastor Report: 

• Youth planning retreat – Kentucky mission trip in June 2027 

• Sundays – Small groups and youth group 

• Wednesdays – help with kid’s ministry three Wednesdays a month beginning in September 

• First Sunday of the month, youth led small groups for 6th graders 

• FUMC – help move in UAM students 

• Saturday 8:00 AM to noon – 19 signed up to help 

New power chords 

Popsicles 

• Youth liturgists – two have volunteered 

• Ladies Bible study begins Monday, September 14, 2026, at 7:00 PM 

• Pastoral Care – visit, take food, pray 

• Jarrett baby induced tomorrow – meal train 

• Young Adult Small Group – Tuesdays at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 

• Delta Charge – Third Sunday of every month and if there is a Fifth Sunday 

• Housekeeping – second floor bathrooms linoleum and baseboards on stairs up to third floor need     

attention 

• Rebrand Group – Wednesdays, new name 

• Lights out on the walls of Sanctuary 

• Awning – prayer garden door entry for rain/slip prevention 

• August 26 – Wednesday kick-off dinner @ 5:30 and games/bouncy house for kids beginning @ 5:00 PM 

• Prayer Garden memorial bricks to be set soon 

 

Closing Prayer by Rev. Lori Fallon 

 

Motion: to adjourn meeting at 7:48 PM made by Anthony Brown and seconded by  

Belinda Carprenter.  All in favor.  None opposed. 

 

Next regular meeting September 8, 2026, at 6:00 PM 




