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Dear Church Family,

As we enter the month of September, there is a sense of newness all around us. A new season of ministry
is beginning, children and young people are settling into a new school year, and our church family has
opportunities once again to grow together in faith and service.

This fall, | am especially excited about two opportunities for spiritual growth and renewal.

Our new Sunday morning sermon series, “The Christ-Centered Life,” will explore what it means to place
Jesus Christ at the very center of our daily lives. The series will draw especially from the wisdom and
ministry of E. Stanley Jones, the renowned Methodist missionary and evangelist whose life was devoted to
helping people discover the transforming power of Christ.

Jones consistently called people beyond simply believing about Christ toward actually allowing Christ to
shape the whole of life. His emphasis on Christ-centered living is a timely message for us today. In a world
filled with competing voices, demands, anxieties, and distractions, what would happen if Christ truly became
the center of our thoughts, relationships, decisions, work, worship, and service?

That question will guide us throughout this sermon series. My prayer is that these messages will not simply
give us something to think about on Sunday mornings, but will invite each of us into a deeper and more
intentional relationship with Christ.

| also want to invite you to a special six-week pastor study featuring the movie A Great Awakening. This
study will provide an opportunity to consider the history, challenges, and spiritual significance of revival and
awakening, while reflecting together on what God may be calling the church to be and to become in our own
time.

The study will begin September 13 and continue for six weeks. There will be two opportunities to participate
each week:

Sundays at 5:30 p.m.
Mondays at 1:00 p.m.

The Sunday and Monday gatherings will provide the same study, allowing you to choose the time that works
best for your schedule. | hope you will make plans to join us for this meaningful time of learning,
conversation, prayer, and reflection.

Perhaps these two opportunities belong together more than we might first realize. A Christ-centered life and
a spiritually awakened church are deeply connected. Renewal in the church begins as Christ renews us
individually. As our hearts are drawn more fully toward Christ, we become more attentive to the movement
of the Holy Spirit, more willing to serve others, and more ready to participate in God's work in the world.

My hope for this fall is not simply that we will have another sermon series or another study on the church
calendar. My prayer is that we will experience a deeper hunger for Christ and a renewed openness to what
God desires to do among us.

May this be a season in which we place Christ at the center, seek God with renewed hearts, and discover
again the joy of being the people God has called us to be.

| look forward to sharing this journey with you.
Brother Bryan




FUWIC News & Happenings

MONTICELLO September 2026

FUMY had a great August! After starting our month with our planning retreat, we dove right into all
things FUMY. We went to the movies together, went out to eat together, had a fun game night plus
drove around & prayed over the schools. On Sunday nights, we are back on schedule... but we
changed it up just a bit. We’re meeting for small groups, having supper, then going up to the youth
room for a Bible lesson & games. On Wednesdays, we're meeting in the evenings for supper & FUMY
Mid-Week where we have a lesson with a homily, fellowship time, & some games. Our first prayer
breakfast for this school year was on August 28 and we enjoyed a delicious breakfast and a
meaningful devotion.

September brings after-school Wednesday activities that include hang time and then mission work:
helping take the children from activity to activity or helping prepare Wednesday night meals. On
Wednesday, September 2, we will pack bags with “Feed the Kids” mission at First Presbyterian
Church. On Sundays, in addition to our small groups, we are digging deep into our Bibles! On
Wednesdays, we will be talking about what it means to make an impact on others and the world
around us for God. We plan to be in the stands at football games cheering for our Billies & Pirates
this month & watching the band, flag line & cheerleaders perform. And we’ll end our month with
another great prayer breakfast!

As always, we invite 7th- to 12th-grade youth to join our incredible group of Jesus-loving teens & pre-

teens. We truly 11\?3 to be the hands & feet of Jesus in the world.
Christ above all, (,,,

FUMY Reminders:

September 2 - Feed the Kids mission work

September 6 - No FUMY, Labor Day weekend

September 25 - FUMY Prayer Breakfast

Sign up for Jr. High Refuge (November 6-8, Shepherd of the Ozarks,
Cost is $200)

September 27 Ranee:'-Hol]and




FUMC
Children’s Ministries

Wednesday after-school
activities will resume on
September 2" at 3:30 pm.

Afternoon Activities

Snacks
Play & Fellowship
Children’s Choir
Devotional Time
Growing in God's Word

Pick-Up: 5:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall

Families are invited to join us for dinner in
the Family Life Center every Wednesday at
5:30 PM!



2026 SOUTH DISTRICT

FOLLOWING JESUS @ LOVING PEOPLE @ SHARING GRACE

— Together in Mission. United in Ministry.

Four regional gatherings to celebrate the ministries of our local congregations
and to serve together through a hunger relief food packing party.

A MISSION
in Actlion

HUNGER RELIEF
FOOD PACKING PARTY

Together, we will pack nutritious
meals that will be used for

food distribution throughout
the South District.

A CELEBRATION

of Ministry

We will celebrate the ways God
has been at work through our
local congregations over

__ the past year.

v’ Share stories of impact "
v Give thanks for faithfulness - G
v’ Look ahead with hope
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You are the light of the world.
Let your light shine before others,
so that they may see your good

we (ove ) pesp {2 with the heart of Christ

and share God's grace that changes everything. '

works and give glory to your
Father in heaven.
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MATTHEW 5:14-16




Dear Church Family,

From July 8 through July 20, Mary Heady, Mary Kinaga, Brenda Wright, |, and others
from Crossett, Fort Smith, and Paragould embarked on a Wesley Heritage Tour of
England and Ireland. We visited many of the major Methodist sites throughout the English
countryside and spent four wonderful days in Ireland.

It was a marvelous experience—not only learning more about our Methodist heritage but
also making new friends and sharing in fellowship along the way.

Thank you to everyone for your prayers and support. If you see any of us, ask about our
journey! We would love to share what we experienced and learned along the way.

Grace and peace,

THANK YOU to Zoey Hunter for organizing Thank you to this group of Jesus-loving people who
our children's ministry craft room & office. helped move UAM students into Horsfall Hall.
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Mark your calendars for our Scout Kick-Off on August 31
from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the church fellowship hall as we
begin an exciting new school year! This will be for both Cub
Scouts and Scouts BSA. MIS Recruiting night is on August
27", MES Recruiting night is September 15th, and Drew
Central Recruitment night is September 16th. If you would
like to participate, please contact Jonathan at 870-723-
0996. Our Den Meetings and Troop Meetings begin
September 14th!

Popcorn Sales begin September 1%. All Cub
Scouts and Scouts BSA will have order
a forms AND we will be at our

CHEDDAR local Wal-Mart SOON!

Scout BSA
Fall Camporee
Downsville, LA

October 9-11

Cub Scout Family Campout
October 23-24
Camp De Soto
El Dorado
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Camp De Soto Clean Up Day (B
fsona 8%

September 12th
Volunteers are needed for various projects.
Please contact Renee’ Holland if you can help.
870-550-1281

N\ 175

Volunteers are needed for 5:30 pm Cub Den
Meetings.
Contact Renee’ Holland at
870-550-1281
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FON continues during the summer months. Children are at home and we try to pack bags a little
differently with them in mind.

Church Family - Your support of this ministry is what enables us to help all those that come to our
church for food.

You may not be aware who appears every other week to help with food distribution, so the following
list and pictures are for your pleasure:

9:00-10:00 group: Susan Musick, Jessie Chappell, Mary Kinaga, Judy Bynum, Debra Burt, and
Richard Goldthwait.

10:00-10:30 group: Carolyn and John Bullock and Sheere Scogin.
11:00-12:00 group: Judy Murphy, Maria Daniels, and Richard Goldthwait.

Those who Deliver: Kathy Tumlison, Sheere Scogin, Jim Crossett, Jere Johnston, Mike Stephenson,
Christine Felts, and Julie Smith.

Different ones who have recently helped with boxes: Thomas Holland, Zoey Hunter, Richard
Goldthwait, Lori Fallon, Lynne Russell, John Kidwell, Anthony Brown, and Bro. Bryan.

HUGE THANKS to all of you!
Brenda
“As you did it to one of the least of these, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:40

Circle 5 is a welcoming group for moms and young adults to grow closer to God, strengthen our
prayer lives, and encourage one another in faith. We also enjoy serving our church family by
decorating for holidays, special services, and events.

Come grow, pray, fellowship, and serve with us! Meeting September 24 at Chefs at 5:00 PM.

| United
. wm | Women
i\ in Faith




FUMC College Ministry

Our Small Group meets on
Tuesday nights @ 7 pm in the Fellowship Hall
We invite anyone out of high school to
join our group!

Our church is signed up to help:
It 6 Saturday, September 26
‘ or more info, contact 9:U5 AM - 11:00 AM

Maggle BFOWH @ 870_723_405 : Monticello Sports Complex, 1930 US-278 West

MIRA®LE
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d

.........................................................................................................................

Call the church office @ 870-367-2471 to sign up
TODAY & pick up your free Volunteer t-shirt!
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gole Purpose
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What many don’t realize is that Sole Purpose is a year round mission! Yes, we have a major event

each fall when we invite our school children and their families into our church where we serve them.
It is a day of rejoicing for them and for us, as well. But, throughout the year, as families need the
additional help, all they have to do is call our church and we make sure the children have what they
need.

It is also a year round event because of all the months of planning and implementing. We have
church members picking up coats from the schools and washing them in preparation for our fall
event. We have members going to Options to pick up books, collecting and sorting them so they are
ready to share with these children. Teams order coats and shoes, sometimes making trips to Little
Rock and other places to find these items at a price we can afford. In July applications are created,
printed and taken to the schools to be shared with parents at the schools’ open houses. And so
much more—all kinds of activity as we get ready for our day of sharing.

And now is our MAJOR fund-raising time. In an effort to make fund-raising easier on families, the
few months before our Sole Purpose event, we have taken a collection during our Communion time.
We only have two more collection times before the heavy duty purchasing begins. We try to raise at
least $8,000 each year. This year we have raised approximately $6,000 to date. The good news is
that we still have two more months! So we ask that you prayerfully consider making a donation
sometime during the next two months. We are coming up on 10 YEARS of taking care of our
children! And we will continue to do this as long as we can.

We have already begun purchasing coats and shoes for this year.

Thank you for your faithful support!
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' COME GROW, LAUGH & LEARN WITH US!

~ SHEPHERD CENTER /) ~

An Annual Community Event for the Over-Fifty Crowd

EVERY TUESDAY IN OCTOBER
9:00 AM - NOON
First United Methodist Church « 317 South Main - Monticello, AR

We invite YOU to join us!

Start Your Morning with Faith & Fellowship

Each morning begins with a short devotion and prayer
led by local clergy.

Living a Life That Matters

Stay active, make new friends, learn something new,
and enjoy the things we didn't always have time for when we worked.

Come for the fellowship. Stay for the fun!
' We would LOVE for you to join us!




Jflemorials wexe given to the glovy of

Fod and in loving memoxy of:

Weekly Events Melissa Gay Hauser: Bennie & Buck Henderson
Sundavs: Kathy & Jere Johnston
2undays: Kathy & James Tumlison
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
10:00 AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s 3‘#3‘"’1 to t/ugloty °f

Sunday School Fod and in loving honox of:
>:30 PM Adult Bible Study (beg. 9/13) Juanita & Jerry Webb: Sue & David Anderson
5:30 PM FUMY Small Groups Susan Musick
6:00 PM FUMY Supper
6:30 PM FUMY
Mondays: Fifth Sunday Meal & Service Schedule
1:00 PM Adult Bible Study (beg. 9/14) )
7:00  PM Ladies Bible Study (beg. 9/14) November ﬁ%oznoéi;r;g nAgl\?oSre:cle\f;tll AM Meal
Tuesdays:

Please contact Louisa Smith and/or Kathy Tumlison
to help or to bring soup, sandwiches, or desserts .

10:00 AM Prayer Team/weekly
12:00 PM Hopeful Hearts — 9/1

1:30 PM Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 9/1 Following lunch on Nov. 29, plan on staying to help
6:00 PM Executive Council — 9/8 decorate the sanctuary and Family Life Center for
7:00 PM Bible Study for Young Adults FH Advent.

Wednesdays: Weekly
3:30 PM Wednesday Activities Preaching Schedule for August
5:30 PM Supper FLC

6:30 PM Chancel Choir

6:30 PM Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly
7:00 PM Adult Handbells

7:00 PM Praise Band

Sept. 6, 2026 Scripture: John 6:12-15 Rev. Lori Fallon
Sept. 13,2026 Scripture: Colossians 1:15-20 Rev. Bryan Diffee
Sept. 20, 2026 Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12; 6:33 Rev. Bryan Diffee
Sept. 27,2026 Scripture: Acts 9:1-19 Rev. Bryan Diffee

Thursdays:

11-12 PM Feed Our Nelghbors August Giving General Fund
(Every other Thursday)
_ August 2, 2026 — $10,961

5:00 PM Circle 5 (Chefs) August 9,2026 — $61322

August 16, 2026 — $14,631
August 23, 2026 — $9,914

Communion in September August 30, 2026 — $10,723
will be on September 13 Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,592

during the 9 AM and 11 AM | | YTD Budget Giving 5381,707
YTD Budget deficit $24,000

August Attendance
Hopeful Hearts will meet on August 2, 2026: 9 AM — 85;11 AM — 55
September 1 @ noon in the August 9, 2026: 9 AM — 85; 11 AM — 54

August 16, 2026: 9 AM —76 ; 11 AM — 53
August 23, 2026 9 AM — 87; 11 AM — 45
August 30, 2026 11 AM — 114

Family Life Center.
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MONTICELLO

MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS.

FEED OUR NEIGHBORS

Join us on Thursdays to put together meals for local families in need.

BRENDA WRIGHT PHONE 504 812-2842

HOPEFUL HEARTS

All who grieve come together each month for a meal and
fellowship provided by volunteers.

LOUISA SMITH PHONE 870.723-3560

FEED THE KIDS

FUMC supports this non-profit organization by helping prepare food bags
for local children. The bags are sent home with students at their schools.

RENEE HOLLAND PHONE 870 550-1281

SOLE PURPOSE

Provides shoes, socks, coats, Bibles, books, and hygiene kits for local
children in the community.

BELINDA CARPENTER PHONE 870 723-3980

UAM WESLEY FOUNDATION

Meals are provided for students at the Wesley Foundation Ministry
on the UAM campus.
DALENE STEPHENSON PHONE 870 723-0650

SENIOR CARE

Volunteers assist seniors with transportation to doctors and other
appointments and provide social outings for those who are able.

SUSAN MUSICK PHONE 318 117-9309

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES

After school activities for children | Youth activities
Free meal for everyone | Birthday celebrations | Small groups

OFFICE PHONE 870 367-2172

CHILDREN'S LIBRARIES IN THE COMMUNITY

Children's books are placed in local public locations as
reading comers for children.

KATHY TUMLISON PHONE 870 723- 1054

BEREAVEMENT TEAM

Volunteers provide a meal for the family after the funeral of a loved one.

SANDY FUNDERBURG PHONE 870 723-4945

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Choir | Handbells | Praise Band | Children’s Choir
KATHY LYON PHONE 870 308-1518

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

Mark your calendars for the annual UWF Holiday Bazaar on
November 14, from 9:00AM until :00PM in the Family Life Center.
Over 30 exhibitors will participate with all proceeds from the

booth rentals going to missions supported by the United Women

of Faith. For more information on volunteering or exhibiting

your homemade items, contact Trudy.

TRUDY JACKSON PHONE 870723 5052

EMAIL trudygailjackson@yahoo.com

M/m@oﬂf

317 S MAIN ST, MONTICELLO, AR 71655 | PHONE 870 /367-2471 fumcmonticello.org



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028

Michael Blazier, SPPRC/Leader Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC Anthony Brown, SPPRC
John Kidwell, Trustees Loyd Oxner, Trustees Jaime Hunter, Trustees
Valerie Harvey, Treasurer Audrea Stephens, Finance Amanda Gilbert, Finance

Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Meeting was brought to order at 6:00 PM by Michael Blazier. Rev. Bryan Diffee opened the meeting with
prayer.

Motion: to accept the July meeting minutes as presented by Amanda Gilbert seconded by John Kidwell.
All in favor. None opposed.

Old Business:

e The employees of Freedom Accessibility were interviewed by the police, but the owner, Keith Cook, was
not there. It is going to come down to intent. If there is intent, criminal; if no intent, civil. (See July 2026
minutes for original quote.)

e Steven Harvey is very busy and will work on the bus when he has more time. Anthony Brown said he
knows someone who can take off the logos and will speak with him.

e The A/C on the third floor above the Fellowship Hall has been replaced.

¢ Ken Hunter is waiting for rain to figure out where the roof is leaking.

e Further discussion on Social Justice Fund. (See July 2026 Executive Council meeting minutes for more
information.) Fund would be used to help individuals with Immigration issues. The funds would not be
used for criminal charges.

e A committee of members in the congregation with a heart for people and a legal background will be
formed as well as looking at the United Methodist Church to see if there is a social justice or advocacy

group that we can use as a guide.

Motion: Move to set up a social justice committee for the purpose of reviewing and distributing funds on a
case-by-case basis for any social justice needs that may arise made by Jaime Hunter and seconded by
Amanda Gilbert. After further discussion, motion tabled while more information is gathered.

New Business:

e During a storm, there was a lightning strike, and the phones and other electronics were struck. The
phone system was destroyed, and Precision Alarm was contacted for a quote on replacing the system.
The quoted cost was $6,100. Instead, a new system was purchased from Office Depot at a cost of under
$600, and we are waiting for Precision Alarm to repair the damage to the phone infrastructure.

e Michael Reed spoke with an electrician, John David Kellum, regarding the wiring for the projectors.
Cables need to be re-run before new projectors can be purchased and installed. New surge protectors
need to be installed also.

e Monthly, funds were put in Special Funds to pay insurance. Lynne Russell now pays insurance through
the conference when apportionments are paid. The $816.73 in Special Funds will be moved back to the
general fund.

e Rev. Lori Fallon brought up the condition of the flooring of the second-floor bathrooms above the
Fellowship Hall and suggested that the Executive Council make a visual inspection of them.



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES CON'.
SPRC:
e Michelle Oler gave her resignation, and her last day was August 15, 2026.
e We need to advertise for a new janitor soon. Lori Fallon and Lynne Russell are cleaning until a
replacement can be found. Tracy Phillips and Cricket Cleaning were proposed to contact.

Trustee Report:

e Waiting for Ken Hunter to diagnose leaks in Family Life Center.
e Ken Hunter quoted $2000 to repair decking boards and lattice on parsonage deck.

Motion: to accept quote for repairs to the parsonage deck lattice and decking boards that need replacement
from Ken Hunter in the amount of $2000. All in favor. None opposed.

Finance Report:

e Lynne Russell presented the Financial Reports and Special Accounts.

Motion: to approve the July financial report made by John Kidwell and seconded by Jaime Hunter.
All in favor. None opposed.

Senior Pastor Report:

o First Staff meeting after the summer break. Only three of the staff do not work for the school systems.

e Trying to figure out a better day and time to hold staff meetings so that more can attend.

e The Charge Conference for 2026 will be here on October 25, 2026 @ 3:00 PM. Along with FUMC's
charge conference, there will be other churches having their meeting here that day. There will be an
opportunity to pack food for food pantries as a mission opportunity.

e The due date for the 2026 Charge Conference Packet is October 5, 2026; so, at the September Executive
Council meeting, all reports need to be finalized and signed.

e Two Bible studies will be offered before the end of the year. One study will begin on Sunday, September
13 and Monday, September 14 and continue for six weeks on Sundays at 5:30 and Mondays at 1:00 PM
and then an Advent study to follow.

e One last thing: | would like to see a mission opportunity happen. John Mpandi in Uganda has upwards of
75 people comprised of staff from his orphanage and the children in the orphanage that watch FUMC
services every week from his phone. To provide a tent, chairs, a big-screen television, internet, and a PA
system would cost about $10,000. How can we make this happen? Eventually John Mpandi would like
to purchase land and build a structure. That would cost roughly $160,000 but would be a permanent
structure for the orphanage.

Ideas: an envelope fundraiser, show video from John Mpandi and children to congregation, special
offering, and check with Methodist church in Uganda to see if there is help there.



EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES CON'T.

Associate Pastor Report:

e Youth planning retreat — Kentucky mission trip in June 2027
¢ Sundays — Small groups and youth group
¢ Wednesdays — help with kid’s ministry three Wednesdays a month beginning in September
e First Sunday of the month, youth led small groups for 6™ graders
e FUMC - help move in UAM students
e Saturday 8:00 AM to noon — 19 signed up to help
New power chords
Popsicles
e Youth liturgists — two have volunteered
o Ladies Bible study begins Monday, September 14, 2026, at 7:00 PM
o Pastoral Care — visit, take food, pray
e Jarrett baby induced tomorrow — meal train
¢ Young Adult Small Group — Tuesdays at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
e Delta Charge — Third Sunday of every month and if there is a Fifth Sunday
e Housekeeping — second floor bathrooms linoleum and baseboards on stairs up to third floor need
attention
e Rebrand Group — Wednesdays, new name
e Lights out on the walls of Sanctuary
e Awning — prayer garden door entry for rain/slip prevention
e August 26 — Wednesday kick-off dinner @ 5:30 and games/bouncy house for kids beginning @ 5:00 PM
e Prayer Garden memorial bricks to be set soon

Closing Prayer by Rev. Lori Fallon

Motion: to adjourn meeting at 7:48 PM made by Anthony Brown and seconded by
Belinda Carprenter. All in favor. None opposed.

Next regular meeting September 8, 2026, at 6:00 PM




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Wednesday Activities | 2 3 4 5
After School Activities Chancel Choir 6:30 Prayer Team [0a Wednesday Activities Feed Our Neighbors | la
Meal 5:30p Handbells 7p Hopeful Hearts Noon Sole Purpose Work Night
FUMY youth ép Praise Band 7p Wilma Hankins 1:30p Pulled Pork Sandwiches, 6p
Small group 6:30p Young Adults Bible Study Baked Beans, Potato Salad,

7p Coleslaw, Birthday Cake
6 Communion 8 9 10 Il 12 EHC workday FH 9a

Prayer Team 10a Wednesday Activities

Executive Council ép

: Young Adults Bible Study Ham, Mac & Cheese, Butter
NO FUMY 7p Beans, Rolls, Crunchies,
Dessert
Office Closed

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Adult Bible Study 5:30p Adult Bible Study Ip Prayer Team [0a Libby Annulis Circle 1p Feed Our Neighbors | la
FUMY Ladies Bible Study 7p Young Adults Bible Study Wednesday Activities
Small Groups 5:30p 7p
Supper 6p Chicken Casserole, Green
FUMY 6:30p Beans, Bread, Dessert
20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Adult Bible Study 5:30p
FUMY

Adult Bible Study Ip
Ladies Bible Study 7p

Prayer Team [0a
Young Adults Bible Study

Wednesday Activities

Circle 5 5pm @ Chefs

FUMY Prayer Breakfast 7a

Miracle League 9:45
Monticello Sports Complex

Small Groups 5:30p 7p o it Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread,
Supper 6p e Desserts

FUMY 6:30p

27 28 29 30

Adult Bible Study 5:30p
FUMY

Small Groups 5:30p
Supper 6p

FUMY 6:30p

Adult Bible Study Ip
Ladies Bible Study 7p

Prayer Team [0a
Young Adults Bible Study
7p

Wednesday Activities

Enchiladas, Black Beans,
Mexican Corn, Tortilla Chips,
Desserts




