
 
 
 
 
 

                     Reflections      
             July 2026  

Dear Friends in Christ, 

As many of you know, I will have the privilege of returning to England in July with a group from      
Arkansas for a Wesleyan Pilgrimage. This journey will include visits to significant places connected to 
the lives and ministries of John and Charles Wesley, as well as other sites that helped shape the 
Methodist movement. 

For Methodists, these places are more than historical landmarks. They bear witness to a movement 
grounded in personal and social holiness, vibrant worship, and a deep commitment to sharing the 
love of Christ with the world. Walking where the Wesleys preached, worshiped, and organized    
communities of faith offers a meaningful opportunity to reflect on God’s work in the past and to   
consider how the Holy Spirit continues to guide the Church today. 

I look forward to revisiting places such as Epworth, where John and Charles Wesley were raised; the 
New Room in Bristol, one of the earliest Methodist meeting places; and City Road Chapel in London, 
where John Wesley is buried. Following the pilgrimage, I will also travel to Ireland to visit several 
sites of Methodist and Christian significance. We will depart from Little Rock on July 8 and return on 
July 20. 

While I am away, I am grateful that our Lay Servant, T.J. Hill, will be preaching and helping to lead 
worship. 

Thank you for your prayers during this journey. I look forward to returning and sharing stories,       
insights, and reflections from the places where Methodism first took root. May this season be one of 
spiritual growth, renewal, and faithful discipleship for us all. 
 
Blessings,  
Bro. Bryan  



 



 

2026 Vacation Bible 

School 

A great time of learning 

about Jesus 



 



   

   

 

 
All are welcome to join us for a          
come-and–go baby shower for  

Matthew & Amy Montgomery, daughter 
of Deborah & Michael James,  
in the Family Life Center on                 

July 26, 2026, from 1:30 to 3:00 PM.   

The Montgomerys are registered             
at Babylist. 

 

    Sole Purpose 
 

Sole Purpose is not a one day event but a year round mission for our church and our          

community. And now is our time for fund-raising!  We will soon start the purchasing of shoes, 

coats, and Bibles for children who need these items—and, as with everything else, prices 

have gone up!  To date we have raised approximately $1,500.  We are hoping to raise $8,000 

to purchase the needed items.  Please prayerfully consider dropping your dollars, your 

checks, your coins into the shoes that our children will be holding during our communion 

time each month.  Anything you contribute will be much appreciated and well-used. 

If you want to be part of this ministry, please contact Belinda Carpenter at 870-723-3980.   

We need all the volunteers we can get.  The children and families we serve are richly blessed 

but you, too, will be feeling these blessings in your life.  

   

 A big “thank you” to Nelwyn Birch for all the 

 hard work she put into First United Methodist 

 Church the last two years.  Her last  day was 

 Tuesday, June 30. We will miss seeing her    

 smiling face on any given day.   

 If you see her, tell her how much she is                

 appreciated. 



Memorials were  given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Brooke Jackson:  Charlotte McGarr 

Jim Moore:   Susan Musick 
 

Gift given to the glory of  
God and in loving honor of:   

Linda Magness:  Jane Thomasson 

Weekly Events 

Sundays: 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  
                       Sunday School 

       5:30            PM  FUMY Bible Study 
       6:00            PM  FUMY Supper 
       6:30            PM  FUMY Small Groups 

        
Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts — 7/7 
1:30     PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 7/7 

6:00    PM   Executive Council — 7/14 
7:00    PM   Bible Study for Young Adults FH 

Wednesdays: Weekly 
6:30   PM   Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly 
7:00   PM   Praise Band 

Thursdays: 
11-12 PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
              (Every other Thursday) 

Communion in June will be 
on July 5 during the 9 AM 
and 11 AM service. 

Hopeful Hearts will meet on 
July 7 @ noon in the 
Family Life Center.   

June Giving General Fund 

June 7, 2026 — $12,545 
June 14, 2026 — $6,007 
June 21, 2026 — $7,540 
June28, 2026 — $8,290 
Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,592 
YTD Budget Giving $280,163 
YTD Budget deficit $21,229 

June Attendance 

June 7, 2026:  9 AM — 67;11 AM — 72 
June 14, 2026:  9 AM — 59; 11 AM — 63 
June 21, 2026: 9 AM — 63 ; 11 AM — 50 
June 28, 2026 9 AM — 53; 11 AM — 42 
 

Preaching Schedule for July 

     July 5, 2026     Scripture: Psalm 15     Rev. Bryan Diffee  
     July 12, 2026   Scripture: Psalm 11    Rev. Bryan Diffee 
     July 19, 2026    Scripture: Psalm 17     T.J. Hill  

     July 26, 2026    Scripture:  Psalm 116   Rev. Bryan Diffee  

  Fifth Sunday Meal & Service Schedule 

      August 30, 2026 — 10 AM Meal; 11 AM Service 
  November 29, 2026 — 10 AM Meal; 9 AM Service 
We need someone to coordinate the November 29 
meal.  If you are interested, call the church office at         
367-2471. 



 

 



 

Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2026          Class of 2027   Class of 2028 

 Michael Blazier, SPPRC/Leader  Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC  Anthony Brown, SPPRC 
 John Kidwell, Trustees         Loyd Oxner, Trustees  Jaime Hunter, Trustees 
 Valerie Harvey, Treasurer        Audrea Stephens, Finance  Amanda Gilbert, Finance 
 Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor 
 Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor  
 

 June 9, 2026, Executive Council Meeting 

Meeting was brought to order at 6:04 P.M. by Michael Blazier.  Rev. Bryan Diffee opened the meeting with 

prayer. 

Motion: to accept the May meeting minutes as presented by John Kidwell seconded by   Anthony Brown.   

All in favor.  None opposed. 

Old Business: 

• No update on the police report against Freedom Accessibility. John Kidwell will follow up with the police 

department.  

• John Kidwell discussed Ken Hunter being interested in the van. John Kidwell will follow up with Ken 

Hunter to make sure he is still interested in the van.  

• The committee will meet on June 25 at 6:00 p.m. to review the Strategic Planning survey results and    

discuss next steps. 

• Lynne Russell will obtain quotes to replace the carpet in the FLC and report back at the next meeting.  

• The committee discussed several needed repairs, including drainage spouts.  John Kidwell will ask        

Ken Hunter if he is interested in completing the repairs. 

• Rev. Bryan Diffee reported that the A/C repair quote was $9,000. The committee agreed to use the   

building fund to replace the A/C on the 3rd floor.  

• The committee discussed repairing the roof.  

Motion: Valerie Harvey made a motion to sell the van for $2,000 to Ken Hunter, less the cost of any repairs 

completed for the church. John Kidwell seconded the motion. All were in favor. None opposed. 

Motion: Valerie Harvey made a motion to have the entire roof repaired.  Loyd Oxner seconded the motion. 

All were in favor. None opposed. 

Motion: Loyd Oxner made a motion to replace the A/C on the 3rd floor for $9,000. Valarie Harvey seconded 

the motion. All were in favor. None opposed. 

New Business: 

None. 

 

SPRC:   

None.  

 



Executive Council Notes Cont. 

 Trustee Report: 

• Lori Fallon will continue monitoring the youth room ceiling to determine whether repairs are needed. 

• Nelwyn Burch, the church custodian, reported that the groundskeepers are not weed eating around the 

shrubs or spraying Roundup where needed. Loyd Oxner will discuss the issue with the company and, if 

they are unwilling to address it, will contact Ken Hunter to see if he is interested in the job.  

 

Finance Report: 

• Valerie Harvey presented the Special Accounts and General Account reports and explained that the Van-

co account issue should be resolved by next month. 

Motion: to approve the financial report made by John Kidwell and seconded by Anthony Brown.  All in favor. 

None opposed. 

 

Senior Pastor Report:  

• Vacation Bible School included 58 children and 53 volunteers.  

• Reported Lori, Maggie, Michael Blazer and himself will attend annual conference next Monday-

Wednesday.  

• Tomorrow the 7:15 am prayers will begin each Wednesday.  

• After school begins in August so will the men’s breakfast.  

• Attending the Wesley Heritage Tour in England from July 8–22.  TJ Hill will fill in on July 19 while he is 

away. 

 

Associate Pastor Report: 

• The FUMY rummage sale raised $3,300. 

• Vacation Bible School included 58 children and 53 volunteers. 

• Youth Mission Trip to South Dakota is scheduled for June 27 through July 4.  

• Project Transformation will take place June 16 and July 14, this is where the youth go read for three 

hours.  

• Lori and Maggie will learn next week whether they will continue to be appointed to Delta Charge. 

• Seven new seventh graders have joined the youth group. 

• Women’s bible study wrapped up will start back in the Fall.  

Closing Prayer by Rev. Lori Fallon 

 

Motion: to adjourn meeting at 6:34 PM made by John Kidwell and seconded by Valarie Harvey.  All in favor.  

None opposed. 

 

Next regular meeting July 8, 2026, at 6:00 PM. 



 


