Reflections

January 2024

317 S. Main Street
Monticello, AR 71655

Dear Church Family,

Happy New Year! | can’t believe that | am typing these words, because it seems like
only yesterday | was saying them to you as the year 2023 was beginning. Now on the
threshold of 2024, | am both anxious about the New Year and the possibilities that are
yet to unfold and sad that 2023 slipped away without being able to do more of what |
knew needed to be done, but | guess that is why we make New Year’s Resolutions.

What is great about the start of each New Year is the opportunity to look back and
reflect on where we have been, what we have been able to accomplish, and to look
forward to how, with God’s help, we can make 2024 even better.

The most important question that we must ask ourselves as we look back is how
faithful we were in supporting our church with our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our
service, and our witness. How deliberate were we in sharing our time, talents, and
money with the church? Like anything else, spiritual disciplines as well as faith
commitments are habits that we must work at. And even though we gave or
participated at one level this year, it does not mean that this is the level of our giving
from here on out. Just as a child grows from year to year; the same should be said
about our lives of faith and discipleship. We must all continue to step up our game if
we are to be the church that God intends for us to be.

This year | hope that we all can take some time for deep thought and reflection about
what the church means to us and how we can better support it for future growth and
vitality. If you have not yet joined the church or made your Profession of Faith followed
by Christian Baptism, then | would love to talk to you. If you have not been to church in
some time, then what are you waiting for? Let’s make our resolutions this year revolve
around church and faith matters and God
will bless us immeasurably for our
faithfulness.

Your Pastor and Friend,
Bryan R. Diffee
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December in FUMY was incredible!

We started it off with our favorite FUMY &8

annual event... our Progressive Dinner & Christmas Caroling. We had so much = g™

FUN! And the food was delicious! Special THANK YOU to Jaime Hunter, Liz

Burnett & Andi Wagner for being in charge of the 3 food courses. THANK &
YOU to Maggie Brown & Greg Fallon for going caroling with us! And THANK |

YOU to all of the youth parents that provided food & drinks.

Advent began on December 3 this year, so we started talking about what it
meant and we followed the journey that Mary & Joseph took to bring our
Savior into the world. Wednesdays are always fun each week! We hang out
afterschool and enjoy card games, video games, a movie, do homework and
just chilling out! Our last Wednesday together we did our favorite Christmas
play by “re-enacting” the journey that Mary & Joseph took. It was such fun & I

was so proud at how well our youth knew the story of Christ’s birth. We also |

passed around a giant “saran wrap ball” full of lots of goodies! The youth had
fun getting the little gifts when the music stopped and getting to open a layer.
Our final mission for 2023 came in the form of us hosting youth group for the
youth that live at the Methodist Children’s Home Behavioral Hospital in
Maumelle. We had a great time talking to them about Moses, making cute
bracelets, playing games with the giant parachute and enjoying snacks. A
special THANK YOU to Valerie Harvey for serving with us!

And now here comes 2024! We have 4 seniors that will be graduating this
year and we will celebrate them on May 5. January brings more mission work.
FUMY resumes on January 3 and we will go pack bags with “Feed the Kids”
mission that evening. [ have a fun mystery day trip planned for our senior
high youth January 14! Plus on Wednesdays we plan to learn more about
Jesus and the stories in the Bible, and what it means to trust God with our
lives. Our small groups will resume on Sunday nights beginning January 7, we
have missed being together!

FUMY will be hosting a “THANK YOU” meal for our church family soon!
We'll let you know the date as soon as it is finalized. We will be sharing
about our 2023 mission trip and showing our slideshow.

As always, our prayer in FUMY is to “pray more youth” into our group so that
they, too, can experience the love of Christ & the security of knowing that
there is a group that accepts them exactly how they arel We welcome all youth .
in the 7th to 12th grade to join our incredible group!

We pray that as we begin a new year that more will come to know Jesus and
accept His love & forgiveness. In case you have not heard this...
YOU ARE LOVED! YOU ARE ENOUGH!

FUMY Snack Supper Happy New Year!
January 7 -  Monica Sims Christ above all, %ﬂ'

January 14 - FUMY Sr High Mystery day
January 21 - FUMY Parent
January 28 - Liz Burnett




Dear Rev. Bryan Diffee and the Monticello FUMC Family,

It is with joy that we express our gratitude for the blessings, which you have bestowed upon us
during this Conference Year. You have provided a welcoming reception for our Bishop that was
outstanding. On short notice, you sacrificed your Saturday to be the host of our recent, annual
Ingathering Celebration packaging a multitude of hygiene kits for our Disaster Response efforts,
and you hosted our United Women of Faith meeting, all of which were superbly facilitated with

the most amicable hospitality and execution.

Your work is amazing and we are most grateful for

all that you do for your connection, our District, and our beloved Arkansas United Methodist
Chu'rf:h. Blessings to all of you during this beautiful Advent Season and we pray you and your
families have a wonderful Christmas celebration as we bless God for the greatest gift ever, our

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

T,

Dear Tt Writed, CAuch Members.,
Thank you so much for your very
generous Christmas gift. | love working

for this congregation and hope to be
here many more years.

Happy New Year.
ymme Russell,

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so much for your more
than generous Christmas gift. My
family and | feel fortunate to be

here in Monticello and a part of the
FUMC family.

Blessings,

Bro. Bryan, Gretchen and Family

Dear Church Family, thank you for your
generous Christmas gift. Thank you for the
opportunity to serve this church as one of
your children’s ministers.

Brenda Wright

Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the generous
Christmas gift. It is such a
blessing to be in ministry
with each one of you.

Please let me know how |
can ever be there for you
and/or your family.
You’re in my prayers.

4

God bless you all, %ﬂ'




Traditional Wernshit Wausic that Speaks to the Soal

Chancel Choir is the adult choir that leads the worship in the Traditional Service each week.
They are a group of dedicated singers that rehearses each Wednesday at 6 pm in the Chancel

Choir room in the East Wing, second floor at the end of the hallway.

Our first weekly rehearsal for 2024 is scheduled for Wednesday, January 3. We welcome all

singers to join us!

Bells of Hope (Adult Handbell Choir) will resume their weekly rehearsal on January 3!!!

This bell choir rehearses each Wednesday at 7 pm in the church sanctuary. If you are interested in
ringing, call Kathy Lyon, 870-308-1518, or just show up at a rehearsal. Hope to see you soon!

Children’s Choir

If you didn't get to come to the musical "Behold
that Star", | encourage you to go online and watch
it! The children's performances were great and well

received by a large audience. Followed by a
wonderful reception! Thank you so much to
everyone!

Jesus is the reason for the Season!

Love Mrs. Kathy

Children’s Handbell Choir

The Children’s Handbells will resume their
ringing rehearsals on Wednesday, January 3!
So excited to see all the happy faces and
hear them ring those bells!

MUSIC MAKES ME
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=159 A new year is here and we will continue to help those who are food insecure
with the help of your generosity to this ministry.

THANK YOU!
THANK YOU to Our Team members who open boxes, put out food, and

';‘::::,','f,:::: distribute bags every other week. Those Neighbors whom we touch often show

their appreciation by praying with us. They share their needs and pray for
ours. What a beautiful thing it is to pray together!

Please join this ministry if you are led. We meet together in the

Fellowship Hall every other Thursday morning. You could come anytime from
8:30-11:00. (No one stays the entire time.) The last helpers are finished at
noon.

The FON Ministry Team

Matthew 02&8s.49o0u did it to one of the | ejas
it té me.

Praise Team
Thank you, congregation, for the generous Christmas gift! Your kind thoughtfulness is
heart-warming. -Haley

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the
kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work
of Christmas begins: to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release
the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace among the people, to make music
in the heart.”

Howard Thurman

“The work of Christmas” is what we Christians are tasked with-discipling the nations,
caring for God’s people. If you’ve never participated in one of FUMC’s missions, big or
small, | encourage you to do so! The reward of serving others, of knowing that you’re
being obedient, is what puts music in your heart.

As always, the praise band’s only goal is to help lead you in meaningful worship of the
one true King. We look forward to serving in 2024!




2§81t8 908yad

Sundays: Communion in January will
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service be on January 7 during both
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service services.
10:00 AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s
Sunday School
5:00 PM Jr. High FUMY
5:30 PM Small Groups
6:15 PM Supper Hopeful Hearts will meet on
6:45 PM Sr. High FUMY ' January @ noon in the
NO FUMY during Christmas Break . .
g Family Life Center.
Mondays:
5:30 PM Cub Scouts FH/weekly
6:30 PM Boy Scouts FH/weekly - - 'F
8:00 PM College Ministry/weekly Memorials ‘N.ere g.lven to the glory 0
Tuesdays: God and in loving memory of:
10:00 AM Prayer Team/weekly
12:00 PM Hopeful Hearts Maj or Blissitt:
1:00 PM Staff 1/2 Bennie & Buck Hender son
1:30 PM Wilma Hankins-Wesley Rm 1/2 Kenneth Crain:
7:00 PM Executive Board 1/9 Sue & David Ander son
Wednesdays: | sabel & Ed Bacon
3:30-5:00 PM Wednesday Activities Di antha Beer
5:00 PM All-Church Meal Dr. Judy Bynum
6:30 PM Small Group FLC Foyer/ Bennie & Buck Henderson
Thursd weekly Dorothy Horne
ursdays:
11-12 PM Feed Our Neighbors Kathy & Jerry Johnst on
Judy & Jack Lassiter
(Every other Thursday) . .
Laurie & Mike Ray
William Day
Bennie & Buck Hender son
Kevin Grant:
Di ane & Mark Pennington
-~ p Mc Queen & Co
—y r
// Mary McNeese:
/ Uni on Bank & Trust
g / Kenneth Merchant:
N/ ( é Vi ! Di antha Beer




Fan the'Flame

Mark your calendars now for the Fan the Flame Weekend which will take
place at our church February 16-18 2024. This weekend will help those who
attend have a fresh encounter with Jesus through worship and fellowship.

A Sign-up Genius will be made available soon.

Beginning Februar
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The last couple of months the Boy and Cub Scouts have been working
on the words Kindness and Thoughtfulness. Collecting canned goods for
Community Food Drives, helping out with special projects around our
individual homes to help our parents and guardians, and providing
support during community events are just a few things.

Several of our Cub Scouts have earned their Bobcat Patch and a special
ceremony was held. We have been working on pocket knife safety,
flag etiquette, art projects, rank advancements, and much more. We
are excited to start the new year 2024 with activities at Camp De Soto
in January.

The Cub Scouts were excited to tour our local Natural Resource
Museum and Planetarium at UAM.
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Poinsettias given to the glory of God and in loving Memory of:

Barbara Abston:

Jerry Akin:

D.A. & Elizabeth Anderson:
Dr. Roland Anderson:

Noel & Cora Boyd:

Carolyn Brown:

Carole & Bud Bulloch:

Leo & Lillian Bullock:

Dr. Bob, Joan & Dr. Bobby Burch:

Vilma & Ken Crain:

Floy & Harry Crossett:
Mibry & James Jackson:
Herbert McKeown:

Opal & Robert Morphis:
Jaci Calhoun Oxner:

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pawels:
John Porter Price:

Betty Jo & Henry Lee Ross:
Molly & James Ross, Sr.:
Lois & James Ruff:

Thad Smith:

Beatrice & Carl Snipes:

Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Stephenson:
Mary & Jim Tumlison:
Betty & William Waller:
David Wilkins:

Mr. & Mrs. B.J. Wilson:
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Alan, Suzanna, Clark, Anna & Clair Abston
Belinda, Laura & Carrie

Sue & David Anderson

Sue & David Anderson

Carolyn & John Bullock

Maggie & Kate Brown

Elizabeth, Scott, Montre & Grace Burnett
Carolyn & John Bullock

LeAnne, Trey, Ashley, Katelyn & Josh
Kathy & James Tumlison

Cookie & Jim Crossett

Trudy & James Jackson

Nickie Owens

Cookie & Jim Crossett

Loyd Oxner

Sue & David Anderson

Elizabeth, Scott, Montre & Grace Burnett
David & Sandy, Kathy, Patty & Tammy
Elgenia & Jim Ross

Christine, Jeff & Adalynn Felts

Louisa & Paul Smith

Elgenia & Jim Ross

Mike, Dalene & Family

Kathy & James Tumlison

Trudy & James Jackson

Ginger Wilkins

Mike, Dalene & Family

Poinsettias given to the glory of God and in loving Honor of:

“Miss” Beth and Mr. Tommy:
Nana & Pop Pop:

Renee Holland:

Our “Mimi” Charlotte McGarr:

Walker & Beth; Clark & Rachael;
Joe & Alex; Tye & Blakely:

Kathy Lyon & The Chancel Choir:

The Hudgens Grands—McClain, Elijah, Isaiah & Bennett

Rylan, Dallas, Valerie & Steven
Rylan & Valerie Harvey

Sammy, Riggs, Kolton, Max, John Michael, Will, Kelly,

Brandon, Brittney Ann & Seth

Stephanie & Blair Brown
Tamara & Steven Harper




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu

2 PrayerTeam [0a 3 Wednesday Activities | 4 5 6

Hopeful Hearts Noon Poppy Seed Chicken

Staff Meeting | p Rice, English peas,

Wilma Hankns 130 p Crunchies

Birthday Cake
FUMY Mission — Pack Bags

7 Communion 8 9 Prayer Team 10 a 10 Wednesday Activities Il FON 12 I3 EHC Work day
FUMY |rHigh5p Cub Scouts 5:30 p Libby Annulis Circle 630 p Taco Bar
FUMY Small Group 530p | Boy Scouts 630 p Executive Board 6:30 p Pinto Beans, Spanish Rice
FUMY Supper6:15p Dessert
FUMY SR. High 7p College Ministry 8 p FLC Circle56p
14 I5 16 Prayer Team 10 a 17 Wednesday Activities 18 19 20
FUMY |rHigh 5 p Chicken Tetrazzini
FUMY Small Group 530 p Green beans, Green slad,
FUMY Supper6:15p bread & Dessert
FUMY SR. High 7p Circle56p
21 22 23 Prayer Team 10 a 24 Wednesday Activities 25 FON 26 27
FUMY |rHigh5p Cub Scouts 5:30 p Potato Bar with all the FUMY Prayer Breakfast 7 a
FUMY Small Group 530p | Boy Scouts 630 p fixings, bread
FUMY Supper6:15p Dessert

FUMY SR. High 7p College Ministry 8 p FLC

28 29 30 Prayer Team 10 a 31 Wednesday Activities Wednesday Activities | 5:30-7p FUMY Midweek|

FUMY |rHigh 5 p Cub Scouts 5:30 p Roast, potatoes, carrots, Afterschoolpickup | 6-7p Choir

FUMY Small Group 530p | Boy Scouts 630 p gravy. broccoli, rolls and kids' activities 6:30p Small group

FUMY Supper6:15 p Dessert FUMY Afterschool 7p Hand bells
homework and hang

FUMY SR. High 7p

College Ministry 8 p FLC

time
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First United Methodist Church
317 S. Main St.
Monticello, AR 71655



