
 

Friends,  
Happy October! This has got to be my favorite month of the entire year. From Fall Festivals to 
Halloween, from pumpkins to hayrides fun and laughter is in the air. This is the month that we 
discover the weather changing from the sultry heat of summertime to the cool crispness of fall. 
There is nothing more beautiful than seeing leaves change color from leafy green to rusty hues 
of orange, brown, and yellow. There is so much change in the air and it excites me to the very 
depths of my soul.  
During the fall, nature is not alone in its change. My spirit feels more alive during this time of 
year. I can hear in the rustling of the leaves and the blowing of the wind that still small voice of 
God that is whispering those words of life and encouragement that I desperately need to hear.   
Being a native Arkansan, the season of Fall is never quite long enough. Summer seems to drag 
on forever and winter seems to never end. Sandwiched right there in the middle is the month 
of October and a small taste of that ever elusive season. The older I get the more I seem to    
appreciate the small things in life. I get joy from brief encounters and small respites. Even 
though they never seem to be long enough they often appear at just the right moment.   
Oftentimes this is how it is with our faith. We do not always have an overwhelming sense of 
God's presence. We may go through days or even seasons in our lives without even knowing 
God is there. But, all of a sudden, when we need God most, he seemingly appears out of         
nowhere with just what is needed to help us make it through. It may be through a verse of 
scripture, the call of a friend, a reminder through nature, the laughter of a child. It's true that 
God works through mysterious ways, but it is also equally true that God is always working. 
Whether we know it or experience it God is always at work in our lives and in our 
world.    Psalm 19:1-4 tells us:  
Ϧ¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎŜ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΦ  
5ŀȅ ŀƊŜǊ Řŀȅ ǘƘŜȅ ǇƻǳǊ ƻǳǘ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΤ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀƊŜǊ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΦ  

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΤ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ǿƻǊŘǎΤ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  
¢ƘŜƛǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ƎƻƴŜ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿƻǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǇƛǘŎƘŜŘ ŀ ǘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƴΦϦ  
Creation itself cries out that there is a God! The changing of the seasons exclaims that there is a 
God and he is at work creating change and offering hope. My prayer is that during this time of 
year we can catch a glimpse of what God is doing in our hearts, our lives, and the world. 
Friends, God is up to something good and he wants to do it through me and through you.  
Blessings,    
Bro. Bryan 

        wŜƅŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
        October 2023 
              317 S. Main Street 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Table Talk continues through October 18. This six-week    

program for the whole church family is designed to bring all 

ages together for dinner, fellowship, study, and to engage 

with the Pastor in conversation about key stories of the     

Bible. The stories we have covered are: Creation, The Fall, 

The Flood. We continue with Father Abraham, Ten Words, 

and The Great Commandment. We will begin around 5:15 

after everyone has gone through the line and is seated. We 

will be done in time for adults to go to choir. This is an            

intergenerational study that will include children, youth and       

adults.  

 

 



 

Chancel Choir and Bells of Hope 

Chancel Choir has begun working on their annual Christmas Cantata, άSing ChristmasέΦ 
This work is composed by Joel Raney & Mary McDonald and orchestrated by            
Michael Lawrence. The Cantata will be presented in the Traditional service on Sunday,           
December 3rd. Rehearsals are each Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the Chancel Choir room 
(2nd floor of the East wing, at the end of the hallway). We welcome you to join the 
Chancel Choir! This is sure to be a highlight of the Advent and Christmas season. 
 
Bells of Hope (Adult Handbell Choir) is proud to announce that we have a full        
handbell choir with one substitute ringer! This fun group is preparing music for        
Traditional worship, with a special emphasis on the upcoming Advent and Christmas 
season. Please plan to join us in the Traditional worship service to hear these talented 
handbell ringers! If you have an interest in joining this bell choir, reach out to Kathy 
Lyon at 870-308-1518 

C¦a/ tǊŜ-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ϧ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊǎ 

 The children's choir started off 

with a great group of kiddos this 

year! But it's not too late to come 

and join us! Lots of music, food, and 

fellowship every Wednesday        

afterschool!!  

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎ IŀƴŘōŜƭƭ /ƘƻƛǊ 

On September 24, the  

Traditional Worship      

Service was delighted to 

hear the ChildrenΩs Handbell Choir 

perform άKum ba yah, my LordέΦ The 

ChildrenΩs Handbell Choir was         

assisted by the Adult Handbell Choir. 

The Childrens Handbell ChoirΩs next 

performance is scheduled for         

October 29 in the Contemporary   

Service at 9:00 a.m. 



 

 

 

 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ  

 

Check out the great group of children we have coming to our Wednesday after school             
programs.  Children that are in Kindergarten through 5th grade are in the larger group 
picture.   
 
The children on the church steps not only include our three and four year olds but our 
6th graders, plus Presley Wagner.  These 6th graders and Presley ride with us to pick up 
several of our preschoolers at their day cares.  These older kids also help both groups 
with crafts. 
 
Our children are learning about the Old Testament in both our Wednesday after school 
program and in Sunday school.  On Wednesdays in September the children have learned 
how God brought water to the earth άin the Beginningέ and then how God brought water 
from a rock when the Israelites were with Moses in the wilderness.     
 
In Sunday school the children are learning about the Festivals the Israelites have  
celebrated since Moses.  Jesus celebrated these same Festivals while he was on 
earth.  We are learning their importance, as it is through Jesus that we are connected  
to these stories and celebrations. 
 
A SPECIAL άThank Youέ to Many Kinaga for helping us on our first Wednesday back! 
 
Please continue praying for our ChildrenΩs Ministry.   
 
Kim and Brenda 
 
άJesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom 
of heaven belongs to such as these.Ωέ Matthew 19:14 NIV 



 
Mark your calendars now for the Fan the Flame Conference 
which will take place at our church  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мс-муΣ 
нлнпΦ This conference, designed by our pastors, will help us 
renew our calling and revive our church. More information 
will be coming soon. We are in need of small group leaders. 
If you are interested in leading a small group please contact 
Bro. Bryan or Pastor Lori.  
 

 
 
 

School has started and several of our circles that have taken a summer break are 
meeting again. Please join our United Women of Faith as we support and serve 
those programs and projects that benefit women, children and youth.  

 

²ƛƭƳŀ Iŀƴƪƛƴǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ  /ƛǊŎƭŜ о         aƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ IŜƭǇŜǊǎ 
First Tuesday @ 1:30 PM  Second Tuesday @ 6 PM           bƻ /ƛǊŎƭŜΤ bƻ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ 
Wesley Room   Meets in memberΩs homes      Add your name to this list 
Sue Anderson 870-723-3093 LeAnne Burch 870-723-0583      to keep informed of  
     Julie Smith 870-866-2202       opportunities to  
[ƛōōȅ !ƴƴǳƭƛǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ            participate in UWF 
Second Tuesday @ 6 PM  /ƛǊŎƭŜ р         activities or projects. 
Wesley Room   Third Wednesday @ 6 PM      Contact Kathy Tumlison @ 
Brenda Wright 504-812-2842 Wesley Room        870-723-4054 to add your 
     Renee Holland 870-550-1281      name. 
     Valerie Harvey 870-723-3017 

Join us on October 29 at 9:00 AM in the Family Life   
Center for a combined worship service. The children will 
sing and ring during the service, and there will be a    
potluck brunch following the service at 10 AM.   



 

 
Welcome to the newest members of our FON ministry team: Cathy Denson,      
KC Barnes, and Carolyn Bullock.   

 
Please continue to support this ministry with your prayers and your gifts.   
Groceries are ever increasing in price which not only impacts this ministryΩs  
ability to buy food for Our Neighbors, but it affects the way Our Neighbors can  

         buy what other groceries they need.  Our ministry provides only a supplement  
         to anyoneΩs food needs.  Help us help those who are unable to help themselves. 
 
         Thank you for your devotion to this ministry. 
 
         FON Ministry Team 

 
Matthew 25:40 άΦΦΦ as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.έ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Thank you, Mike Stephenson, and your fish-frying crew for a delicious Weds. night meal and     
successful fundraiser for Sole Purpose!  James Tumlison, Paul Griffin, Wil Maxwell, Dave Carpenter, 
Kenny Hudgens and John Kidwell worked in the heat to help raise about $1500 to purchase shoes 
and coats. We have such a giving congregation with hearts for Drew County students, thanks to all 
who generously donated!  



 

 

SOLE PURPOSE                   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

{¦b5!¸Σ h/¢h.9w мр     нΥлл-пΥлл ta 

The shoes are ordered, the coats are hung, and the books are ready to share with our Drew    

County boys and girls!  All thatΩs needed now is ·f¦ˍ   

There is a job for everyone.  You may choose your area of interest.   

We need:  

Greeters ñgreet our guests, direct them and make them feel welcome  

Foot washers --Wash the feet of  children and put shoes on their feet  

Shoe runners ñBring the shoes/socks to the foot washers  

Escorts -- Each family will need an escort  as they visit each station  

Water runners ñProvide pans of  clean water to the foot washers  

Kitchen assistants ñIn the Fellowship Hall kitchen, assistants will be filling pans 

of  water for the washing of  feet and in the FLC they will be providing hot 

dogs!  

Coat Assistants ñHelping families find the right coat  

Book Assistants ñHelping  children pick out their own books  

Distributing  Bibles and candy  

Playground monitors  

Passing out hot dogs  

 

YOU CHOOSE YOUR JOB! 

All volunteers need to arrive at мΥол in the church sanctuary.  Here, you will choose the area in 

which you would like to work.  Volunteers should park across the street in front of the church and 

at the courthouse so plenty of room is available in the back of the church for our guests to park. 

PLEASE prayerfully  consider volunteering for this most important ministry . 

µÙ ĀÙÙÓ ĆĥĖ µKfZ8 ÎëĥĖÎë ġĆ ÿÀ÷Ù ġëíĚ ëÀēēÙĀː µÙ ĀÙÙÓ·f¦ː 

 



 

Our Troop meetings and Cub Scout Den meetings  are back going 
strong.  We have already had a troop campout and two Cub Scout 
meetings.  We have signed up 11 new Cub Scouts so far.  If you know        
anyone who might be interested, please invite them to Mondays at the 
church.  5:30 pm is Kindergarten through 5th grade and 6:30 pm is 6th 
grade and older.  

Fall Camporee in Crossett for Boy Scouts is October 6-8, and our Fall Safari 
for Cub Scouts October 20-21.  Our annual popcorn sales are going, please 
see one of our Scouts for purchasing!  
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Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

 
Carole Bulloch:  Cheryl Hudgens Shirey: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 
Patty Ross 

Shirley Burks:  Helen Smith: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Bart Bynum:   Bobby Tucker: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Marilyn Cooper:  Christopher Wiggam: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Royal Sterling Dodson: David Wilkins: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Shirley & Ray Morrison: 
Helen Guenter 

Ben Nichols: 
Helen Guenter 

Loretta (Sug) Orrell: 
Helen Guenter 
Patty Ross 

Dr. Frank Roach: 
Helen Guenter 

Raybon Robbins: 
Helen Guenter 

 
Memorials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor and appreciation of :   
James Tumlison:  

Brenda Wright 

²ŜŜƪƭȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 

{ǳƴŘŀȅǎΥ 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and ChildrenΩs  

                       Sunday School 
      5:00  PM   Jr. High FUMY  
      5:30            PM   Small Groups 
      6:15            PM   Supper 
      6:45            PM   Sr. High FUMY 

aƻƴŘŀȅǎΥ   
5:30     PM  Cub Scouts FH/weekly 
6:30      PM  Boy Scouts FH/weekly 
8:00      PM  College Ministry/weekly 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΥ  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts 10/3 
1:00    PM  Staff 10/3 
1:30    PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Rm 10/10 
6:00    PM  Libby Annulis –Wesley Rm 10/3 
6:00    PM  Circle 3 10/18 
6:30    PM  Executive Board 10/3 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΥ  
3:30-5:00    PM  Wednesday Activities 
5:00             PM  All-Church Meal 
5:30-7:30    PM  FUMY Mid-week  
6:00             PM  Circle 5 Wesley Rm 10/18 
6:30  PM   Small Group FLC Foyer/ 
   weekly 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΥ 
11-12     PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
              (Every other Thursday) 
CǊƛŘŀȅǎΥ 
7:00      AM   FUMY Prayer Breakfast 10/27 
  

 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΦ 

IƻǇŜŦǳƭ IŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ  
hŎǘƻōŜǊ о Ϫ ƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

          CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛŦŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ   

{ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ tǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ мΣ нлно άThe Multiplying Communityέ 
   John 17:1-26 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ уΣ нлно άHow Much is Enoughέ  
                                       Luke 16:19-31 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ  мрΣ нлно άThere is No Plan Bέ  
   Romans 1:18-25 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ  ннΣ нлно άLiving When Dying is Gainέ  
                                       Matthew 10:34-39 
hŎǘƻōŜǊ нфΣ нлно  άThe Radical Experimentέ 
   Luke 14:28-33 
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Executive Council Notes  

 /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлно     /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнп   /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнр 
Paul Griffin, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader  Michael James, SPPRC        Walker Jarrett, SPPRC 
Justin Atkins, Finance Leader    Maggie Brown, Trustees        Logan Hancock, Trustees 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor    Stephanie Brown, Treasurer        Dalene Stephenson, Finance 
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

Meeting brought to order at 6:38 PM by Paul Griffin 
Opening prayer by Bro. Bryan Diffee 

aƻǝƻƴ: to accept the August minutes with correction made by Walker Jarrett and seconded 
Logan Hancock.  All in favor. None opposed. 

CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ -- report on July and August Special Accounts given by Stephanie Brown. 
Motion:  to accept financial July and August Special Accounts reports as given, made by Jarrett 
Walker and seconded by Maggie Brown.  All in favor. None opposed.  

Insurance – we are looking into other insurance companies.  Rates and deductibles have gone 
up considerably from last year.  First payment installments due October 1.  Possibly make first 
payment to give more time to quote out.  Update next meeting. 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
No new updates on Pavillion.  Current quotes will only be good for 30 days.  Julie Smith gave an 
overview of pavilion dimensions and other features since members were absent last meeting.  

Received campus maps from 3:56 Maps.  Forwarded file to Paul Griffin and Logan Hancock.   
Final payment sent. 

Old bus back at Ryburns.  Was not blowing cool air when we drove it to pick up children.   
Update at next meeting.   

¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
Phone line is possible in elevator.  Precision Alarm waiting for line to install. 
Jose Escamilla has looked at sprinkler system and needs to replace a line. 
Estimate to replace bathroom floors in excess of $6,000. Paul Griffin to look at bathroom  
floors on Second floor above Fellowship Hall kitchen. 
Estimate to tear out and replace ramp on South East side of Family Center was in excess  
$20,000.  There are many ways to get into Family Life Center.  Decision leave ramp as is.   
The ramp can be slippery.  Look into having grooves cut into ramp. 

{ttw/ 
Employee handbook was handed out staff and discussed at meeting held by Bro. Bryan  
Diffee and Paul Griffin.   
Accompanist, Dr. Sunam, will begin contract work on Wednesday, September 20 and begin  
playing during services on Sunday, September 24, 2023.  He will be a contract worker  
because he has asked for specific dates off and doesnΩt meet criteria for staff.   
(Update:  Dr. Sunam has decided not to contract as an accompanist.) 

 



 
{ǊΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
The fish fry on Wednesday, September 6, 2023, will be a Sole Purpose fundraiser.  
A new Bible study, Table Talk, will begin on September 13.  It will run for six weeks with basic Bible     
stories for entire family.  Youth will continue the discussion during their regular meeting time. 

Maggie Brown has volunteered to direct a College Ministry on Monday evenings.  It will enhance our 
presence on the campus of UAM and is in conjunction with the Wesley Foundation.  FUMC will be      
present at ParentΩs Day and will hand out FUMC items and have walking tacos cooking for students and 
families.  We will repeat this at Homecoming weekend.  The first worship service will be in the Family 
Life Center on September 11 at 8 PM. 

United Women of Faith will feed the students at the Wesley FoundationΩs άSoul Foodέ on September 25 
at noon. 

From September 17-19, 2023, Bro. Bryan will minister at a revival at Green Hill UMC.  A potluck at 6 PM 
on September 17 and services at 7 PM all three days. 

Bro. Bryan applied and was accepted to a 2024 Wesley Pilgrimage in England with the Methodist      
Foundation for AR.  He is allowed to bring one person; so his daughter, Hannah Diffee, will accompany 
him.  The cost for Bryan is $1000 after the Foundation has paid $4000. 

Our Charge Conference will be on October 29 in Star City.  The report is being finalized and will go to 
Audrea Stephens before Lynne Russell goes on vacation September 22, 2023. 

Mark your calendar for February 26 and 27, 2024.  Pastor Lori and I are working on a άFan the Flameέ 
conference.  We received a grant from United Methodist Foundation and are utilizing the funds for this 
conference that will inspire and encourage the congregation.  There will be small group studies and  
worship events. 

C¦a¸ ¸ƻǳǘƘ  
FUMY will be feeding MHS Football team and band on Friday, September 8, 2023.  It will be under $200. 
Working on Enneagram 2.0.   
Tommy Smith working on kneeling rails for the Family Life Center and a Blessing Box for McCloy Park. 

Rev. Lori Fallon has a new opportunity for continuing education to be certified as a Spiritual Director.  It 
would be continuing education apart from her Local Pastor License.  The first $1000 is paid.  She needs 
approximately $1450 to finish by June ΩнрΦ  Lori is required to do a course of study for her Local Pastor 
License.  This is a separate certificate. 
Classes for this certificate begin October 15, 2023, and she needs $400 to pay for cont-ed course of 
study through the end of 2023. 
aƻǝƻƴΥ  to take $400 from general budget to cover the cost of cont-ed course of study through end of 
2023 for Rev. Lori Fallon made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by Maggie Brown.  All in favor.   
None opposed.  

bŜǿ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
When Budget talks open in October, discuss Continuing Education.  There is a line item in budget under 
Salaries & Benefits, but there is no budgeted funds allocated. 

aƻǝƻƴΥ to adjourn meeting by Walker Jarrett seconded by Maggie Brown.  All in favor. None opposed. 
Meeting adjourned 7:35 P.M. 
Next meeting Tuesday, October 3, 2023. 
Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 
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²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ bƛƎƘǘ aŜŀƭǎ  
aŜŀƭǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƴƻǝŎŜ  

October 4 — chili dogs, nachos, Frito chili pie &      
birthday cake.  

October 11 — soup, cornbread, crackers, cheese toast 
& dessert  

October 18 — chicken spaghetti, salad, green beans, 
garlic bread & dessert  

October 25 — chili, corndogs, nachos, dill pickles,  
crunchies & dessert  

CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

омт {Φ aŀƛƴ {ǘΦ  

aƻƴǝŎŜƭƭƻΣ !w тмсрр 


