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317 S. Main Street
Monticello, AR 71655

Friends,

As | write this letter to the newsletter, | do so in the afternoon before | leave for our family vacation. |
don't know about you, but | really need some time to get away, relax, reflect, and rejuvenate for all that
will occur next. To be honest | do not take as much time away as | should. | find myself, when | am not at
work, thinking about work and all that needs to be done. Why am | like this? Why are we like this? We
seem to be wired to always be busy and on the move and most of the time to our detriment. It's not
supposed to be this way. According to Genesis chapter 1, God created human beings at the end of the
sixth day. That means that the first full day of existence, human beings were resting with God and
basking in all that God had created. Rest is supposed to be a regular part of the rhythm of life. But so
often this is not the case.

| once read, and | will submit to your considerationthat, 1t wasn't that | ong ago
al | rested. We treated Sunday as a speci al day, wheln
when we went home. We talked, we read, we spent ti ne
our | ives, our purpose, and our behavior. Or even jlu
ago that businesses weren't open on Sunday. I f you |g
l et them know that you care, or maybe check out t heji
used to be Sunday, people were rested and | ooked f ofr
determination to be kinder, to do better, and to wolr
with Sundays off That means they had 52 days a yealr
summer ; a real summer . Three months off f rmam tshc hlooon g
year when the routine was different. The energy was
children stayed up | ate because they could sl eep injf
with the fun of summer and | onged for school again.
have those Sundays anymore either. Children and parj|e
do stuff. Sunday is the day we catch up on our worKk
much homework, there's no time to do it. We work 7 |d
weeks a year. And yet we wonder why children grow ulp
need human contact even if it's in the form of i nap|p
opportunities a year to rest and reflect and/ or vi sji
1,040 days imnwe20 owedriss.0dWB®eg s in our | ives becausetT &l
stressed and tired and irritabl e, and feel as i f we
time to do the things we want to do. My fear 1is thaljt
reclaim them. And by | osing our Sundays, we're | osi

Granted sabbath consists of more than just Sunday, but Sunday is the Lord's Day. It was created as one
day in seven for us to stop, look, and listen. | pray that as we move into the dog days of summer that we
will discover ourselves moving to a different rhythm. | pray that we will stop to smell the roses. If we
can't do this, we may discover that life will have passed us by and we have nothing to show for it. Life's
too short to be as busy as we are. Let's make our lives count. Let's make each moment count. Let's rest
in the Lord. In the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. See you soon!

Blessings,
Bro. Bryan
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June 2023

What an incredible MAY we had in FUMY! We started the month off doing some of our
favorite mission work! We packed the final 450 bags of the school year for “Feed the Kids”
mission! The next Sunday we celebrated our graduating seniors! We are so proud of Ali
Jo, Cantley, Cody, Johnny, Hannah, and Jack, and we wish them God’s blessings as
they begin the “next chapter” of their lives. We had some great lessons on “learning to
live & love ourselves plus understanding that things/people will fail us but God never will.”
We had our final small groups for this school year and we ended it by taking 2 minutes of
silence to just talk to & listen to God. Ipray that these small groups will continue to nurture

each other as they grow in their faith. In true FUMY fashion, of course we played games &

watched movies and just fellowshipped with each another. We also surprised some of our new
fcn’on‘te adult mentors, Emily & Gavin Johnston, with a baby shower foz' their baby boy that is coming in
July! It was such fun to shower them with gifts & even had something special for “best big
brother” Tucker! The month of May ended with school being out AND an EPIC Bowling
Night for our youth group! It was so much fun!

June is here and we are FINALLY on Summer Break! And we are READY for all the things
that come with summer! We are kicking off summer by helping with VBS June 5 - 9 and we
are excited about that! Immediately after VBS we are setting up for our annual FUMY
RUMMAGE SALE! We invite our Church family to bring their rummage from after early
worship on Sunday, June 11 until noon on Thursday, June 15. As always, our church family
is welcome to shop all week and just leave a donation. The sale to the public will be on Fri-
day, June 16 & we will give everything leftover away on Saturday, June 17! Of course we
will add some fun stuff in there while remembering what it means to be the hands & feet of
Jesus. We'll catch our breath from rummage sale and then leave for our week-long summer
mission trip on June 24! Whew! We are ready to see what God has in store for us in Ken-
tucky. We’ll let you know after we return.

God is good all the time and
...all the time GOD IS GOOD!
Christ above all, Lon

REMINDERS:

June 5-9: FUMY helps with
VBS (9 am - noon)

June 11-17: Rummage Sale
set up - FLC (bring rummage
until morning of June 15)
Church family is welcome to
shop & leave donation

June 24-July 1: FUMY
Summer Mission Trip to
Leslie County, Kentucky




GOSPEL
DISCIPLESHIP

On Sunday, May 7, we began a new sermon series on Gospel Discipleship. This series is based
on the book by the Rev. Dr. Michelle Morris, 0D 2 a LJIST 5 A a OA LJ Sa KA LJY

5A&06DAa3 3D 5AAO0ALIE SAKALI Aa | LINRPOSaa 2%
I NS oal NJlyX algKSFyzZ [ dz7f

e
ANRPG AY UGUKSANI RAAOALX SAKALI AYy gl e&a GKI
gKe ¢S Oy f  lifdobr faidh Biffereritlyj BANE §llbe apayt B the same
community, the same story, the same faith.

TheD2 & LISt 5 A & OA LJiis Sifh aaflable td takelaB e HnX Eelgwil This assessment
will let you know what type of disciple you are and may answer many of the questions you
might have about why you are the way you are. This will also help us when we begin to design
ministry/mission opportunities in the future. You can take the assessment here:

K LA YKKSYS I G DY Acgnl/gosipeMBcieskijpSARtdr wbu take the assessment, we
would love to know what type of disciple you are. As your pastors, this will be very helpful
information for us to have. We will also have paper copies of this assessment available every
week during the sermon series.

Here is the schedule of the series:
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June 4 —Johannine Discipleship
Scripture —John 21:19b-22
Sermon Title: dTaking Root: Johannine Discipleship&

June 11 — Our Discipleship Together
Scripture — MCorinthians 12:4-6
Sermon Title: AWho are We Together?¢

l.:.l

Help us CelebrateI
D Area Council's

|n



https://www.ministrymatters.com/gospeldiscipleship

Everyone is invited to a

FUMY Rummage Sale...

Our youth group welcomes all rummage donations
eginning after 9 am worship on baby shower for
Sunday, June 11F until Vl\_lﬁd?:esday, June 14 I H |
to our Family Life Center Kellv Mur Bramlett on
plus we welcome the Church Family (only) to y phy
shop while we set up! No prices will be posted, June 10 from 1:30a8:00 PM

in the Family Life Center.

Jjust give us a donation.

If something is too heavy, please call
Lori @ 723-4968 & we will arrange a pick up.

Proceeds will go toward monthly FUMY Mission work Samuel Dean Bramlett is
& Mission Trip to Leslie County, Kentucky this summer. due August 5, 2023.

Public Sale date: June 16 & Free Day: June 17 Kelly is registered at
Walmart.com.
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Carole Bulloch, Carolyn & John Bullock, Nelwyn & Hoyt Birch, LeAnne Burch, Belinda &
Dave Carpenter, Gail & Randy Cockrell, Ken Crain, Debra & Steve Dardenne, Gretchen
& Bryan Diffee, The Fallon Family, The Felts Family, Fellowship SS Class, Kim & Tony
Fletcher, Sandy & David Funderburg, Amanda & Blake Gilbert, Cecille & John Green,
Helen Guenter, Bennie & Buck Henderson, Mary Emily Jackson, Mary Kinaga, Judy &
Jack Lassiter, Freddie & Bob Lee, Sr., Beth & Tommy Maxwell, The MenQ Coffee Group,
Susan Musick, Margaret Norton, Diane & Mark Pennington, Gail Pittman, Sheere
Scogin, Dalene & Mike Stephenson, Renee Treadwell, Trinity SS Class, Kathy & James
Tumlison, United Women of Faith, Jan West, and Brenda Wright
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Congratulations to the Graduating Class of 2023 and to two of our
seniors that received scholarships on Senior Recognition Sunday.
Cantley Gosdin, who received the Eleanor Stearns Musick Scholarship
and the United Women of Faith scholarship. Congratulations to Jack
Nickolson, who received the Jordan Lee Memorial Scholarship.

Every other week we receive food in boxes that has been ordered for
this ministry. THANK YOU to JIM CROSSETT who faithfully has
delivered the food from the double glass doors to the FON closet in
the Fellowship Hall.

Feed the
Community  \Ne|come, Melissa Benefield! She is our newest FON team

member. She has joined a group of devoted workers who unpack, set out, and
bag food for Our Neighbors every other Thursday.

Our drivers, too, continue to deliver food to some of Our Neighbors, though many
Neighbors now pick up their bags at the Fellowship Hall kitchen door from
11:00-noon. What a loyal team of drivers!

Thank you, our entire church family, for continuing to support this ministry with
your prayers and your gifts.

YOU are all members of this ministry! THANK YOU!
The FON Ministry Team

Matthew 25:40 & d@slydu did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did
it to me.€




We ended our Cub Scut year with ice cream and awards. Our scouts
enjoyed their last weekend camp out at Camp De Soto with a Derby
weekend of fishing, shooting sports, pinewood racing, and box cars.
We will start back Cub Scouts in September.
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Our boy scout troop has been busy with completing service projects for the Kiwanis
and the VFW of Monticello. Congratulations to our Senior Scout Johnny McClendon
for receiving the Scout of the Year award from the Rotary club of Monticello. We are
preparing for summer camp season at Camp DeSoto . Looking forward to celebrating

100 years of DeSoto Area Council. L
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11:00 AM In-person & Online Service Brenda Wright
10:00 AM Adult, Youth, and Children@ Joe Brannen _
Sunday School Stacey & Barry Davi s
10:00 AM Chancel Choir Siara(r)llt ﬁaBlélele?Ch'
5-7:30 PM FUMY + Supper Judy Bynum
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By the time you receive this newsletter, VBS will be just days away.

We are so excited! 1tQ not too late to register!
On Mother@Day{ dzLJSN¥ B § SANY G NP RdzOSR (2 {U(KISO KO KAZ N3/
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Many, many church members will be helping with this very important event in the lives of our
children.

PLEASE t w !far our children as they learn more about God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

from the Holy Bible. Pleaset W !for our adult and youth leaders, as well. Together we will

become better disciples of Jesus and more like Him.
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Sunday, June 4 — Adalynn Felts & Jack Wagner

Sunday, June 11 — McClain Hudgens & Elijah Durham

Sunday, June 18 —EJ Lucas & Cariah Miller

Sunday, June 25 — Cristina Martinez & Andrew Maxwell
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Kim and Brenda

Glesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.Q Matthew 19:14 NIV
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~| The children's choir ended the year with singing "10,000
Reasons" during late service on Mother's day! Wonderful
crowd that day! The kids sang, rang, helped pick up the
offering, and met Super Meer during Bro. BryanQ children@ moment.

We also had a great end of the year Wednesday with playing on the playground,
and the ice cream truck came too!! Hope to see everyone in the fall!

Mrs. Kathy e




Thank you Monticello FUMC for your generous support of Sole Purpose! Many
Drew County children receive new coats and shoes which, of course, costs money.
Our spring fundraising proves the generosity of this church family, homemade ice
cream at a Wednesday night Fellowship meal raised $344.86 (18 pairs of shoes).
After learning about Sole Purpose at their Wednesday activity, our children helped
produce a power point to use at our MotherQ Day services, then greeted at each
service and collected the special offering. Nearly $1000 was donated. Who can
resist that kind of enthusiasm for loving our neighbors!?!

SOLE PURPOSE UPDATE

Thank you, FUMC! We recently had two very special events to begin raising funds for
our next Soul Purpose distribution. First, we had a delicious hamburger supper with
HOMEMADE ice cream. All proceeds went directly to the purchase of shoes and coats.
Secondly, our children embraced this mission by taking up a special collection for this
event. And in the process, they took up a very special role in our church. How we love
our children! So what was the outcome? Our church family donated $1,344.86!

Thank you for your faithfulness, FUMC!
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An Extra Special THANK YOU to the following
supporters of FUMY’s Annual Envelopes of Support for
Monthly Mission Work & 2023 Mission Trip to Kentucky

Through their generosity, FUMY raised $8,517.

Anonymous Emily & Gavin Johnston
Diantha Beer Kathy & Jere Johnston
Stephanie & Blair Brown Kay & Don Koen

Belinda & David Carpenter Renee & John McClendon
Gretchen & Bryan Diffee Judy Murphy

Lori & Greg Fallon Susan Musick

Felts Family Loyd Oxner

> Kim & Tony Fletcher Julie & Tommy Smith
Denr Church Famiyy : N Sandy & David Funderburg Louisa & Paul Smith
Thank Yo C evefqthing YoU NAVE Judy & George Harris Dalene & Mike Stephenson
i -, Mary Heady Renee Treadwell
owe fo Bennie & Buck Henderson Kathy & James Tumlison
Love, Patsy Higgins Brenda Wright

Jack e Cindy & Kenny Hudgens




Executive Council Notes
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Paul Griffin, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader Michael James, SPPRC Walker Jarrett, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustee Leader Maggie Brown, Trustees Logan Hancock, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Finance Leader Stephanie Brown, Treasurer Dalene Stephenson, Finance
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Meeting brought to order at 6:33 PM by Paul Griffin
Opening prayer by Rev. Bryan Diffee.

a 2 9 2ty accept the April minutes as is made by Justin Atkins and seconded by Walker Jarrett. All in favor. None
opposed.

CA VI Vv OA btdphanieBrodn lgdie report on special funds and general budget. See attached reports.
a 2 9 2ty accept financial reports as is made by Justin Atkins and seconded by Walker Jarrett. Allin favor. None
opposed.

a 2 9 2t atcept the financial report for the special accounts made by Justin Atkins and seconded by Logan Han-
cock. Allin favor. None opposed.
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Gutters — gutters for parsonage have not been installed at this time.

AED has been received and is in Family Life Center foyer. Cabinet to be installed on North wall in the Family Life
Center.

¢ NHza 6 SS wS L2 NI
Paul Griffin gave trustee report.

Water damage and rot to overhang leading to Fellowship Hall has been rebuilt and is finished.

Linoleum threshold between Fellowship Hall and Kitchen to be replaced by Escamillas in lieu of replacing the
entire floor.

Awning over the Family Life Center ramp door is a design flaw.

Fire Dept./Youth room walk through. No outside exit needed because two exits exist from Youth Room.
Emergency lighting need to be installed on stairs on west side leading down from Youth room to ground
floor. Michael James spoke to Fire Chief, and sprinklers are not necessary due to age of building.

Pre-K through 2" grade Sunday School classes will move to the Family Life Center West-side class room.
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a 2 9 2ty c¥ntract with 3:56 Maps to design and create floor plan map for $1771 from their bid (Options 2 and 3
are not needed at this time) made by Justin Atkins and seconded by Walker Jarrett. All in favor. None opposed.

Discussion: If the West-side classroom is used as a Gtime-out room,€ is there a way to watch or listen to the
service live? Question for Michael Reed.

Verbiage needs to be changed on attendance QR code. It is confusing.
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New Sermon series, Gospel Discipleship, to begin May 7, 2023. Books available in the office.
National Day of Prayer is May 4. Church will be open and sign-up to pray wherever you are.
May 7, 2023 is Senior Sunday.

May 14 is MotherQ Day and children sing and ring.

May 17 is the last Wednesday meal and afterschool meeting for children.

United Methodist MenQevent is May 18 in Family Life Center.

Diffee family on vacation from May 21 through May 28.




Executive Council Notes Continued
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May 7 is Senior Sunday and potluck between services. No Sunday School.
Goodbye reception for Gosdin family on May 21 in Family Life Center foyer.
VBS will be June 5-9 and registration QR code in bulletins.
Youth Rummage Sale collection is June 11-15. Rummage Sale is June 16 and 17, and June 17 everything is free.
Church members can come and buy during set-up. Just leave a donation.
Church is feeding the Bulloch family on May 6.
Ben Nichols service is Sunday May 7.

a 2 9 2ty adjourn meeting by Justin Atkins seconded by Walker Jarrett. All in favor. None opposed.
Meeting adjourned 7:12 P.M.

Next meeting Tuesday, June 6, 2023.

Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon




June 2023

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu
I 2 3
FON 11a Lfeline Screenng FLC8a
4 10
Communion
FUMY 5.7 p
1 12 13 14 Flag Day 15 16 17
FUMY 5-8p FUMY Rummage Sale Small Growp 63 Youth Rummage Youth Rummage Sale Youth Rummage Sale
Rummage Sale setap setwp | S5p Prayer Team 102 FUMY Set-up 92 Gaalllp & agllncon
Boy Scouts 630 p FUMY Rummage Sale Adullt Choir 6 p
Emneagam 630 p Setup |1 Sp Small group &30 p

Circle Nl 6p
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
lally Monply Baarle iz Bdy Slowen SmallGrowp 62 First Day of Summer EHC Quilt H

HAPPY Frayer Team 102 Small group €30 p FUMY leaves for
FATHER’S FUMY 4.7p Mission Trp
[t
DAY

NO FUMY
25 26 27 28 29 30

Small Growp 62 Small group &30 p

Frayer Team 102

FUMY back from

FUMY Mission Trip FUMY Mission Trip FUMY Mission Trip FUMY Mission Trip FUMY Mission Trip FUMY Mission Trip Mission Trp
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