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Friends,  

April showers bring May flowers is a saying that I've heard all of my life. I'm sure this is 
true, because in the midst of a drought nothing of significance or beauty sprouts and 
grows. The same can be said of our spiritual lives. Just as fertile and watered soil brings 
forth an abundance of beauty, the soil of the heart must be tendered and ready to receive. 
A heart that is hardened by this life will never be able to fully benefit from the blessings 
that we receive each and every day.  

In 1883 D. W. Whittle wrote the hymn, "There Shall be Showers of Blessing." The final  
stanza of this hymn sums up what it means to fully receive the blessings that God 
"showers" upon us each moment of our life.   

Ϧ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿŜǊǎ ƻŦ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ  

ƛŦ ǿŜ ōǳǎǘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƻōŜȅΤ   

ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴǎ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƛƴƎΣ   

ƛŦ ǿŜ ƭŜǘ DƻŘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿŀȅΦϦ   

Whittle, in his hymn, does not discount that blessings come, but he is also aware of the 
fact that these blessings are only truly blessings for those who: trust and obey, and let God 
have his way. In summary, blessings are only blessings for those who have a heart tendered 
by and surrendered to God. Otherwise they are seen as nice things that randomly happen 
instead of a means of grace that God is using for our growth and God's glory.  

Is the soil of our hearts tendered by and surrendered to God? Are we experiencing blessing 
or drought? God has blessed us with spiritual fertilizer that will help us experience to the 
fullest the showers of blessing that God shares with us daily. They are means of grace that 
are given to us as a gift. These means are: the Scriptures, Holy Communion, prayer, fasting, 
and our communities of faith. If we were to use these means often and even daily I       
guarantee we would find ourselves primed and ready to fully receive and embrace the   
fullest life that God promises to us through Jesus Christ.  

Blessings,    
Bro. Bryan 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

bŀǝǾƛǘȅ {ŎŜƴŜ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ 
Carole Bulloch, Carolyn & John Bullock, LeAnne Burch, Belinda & Dave Carpenter, 
Gail & Randy Cockrell, Debra & Steve Dardenne, Gretchen & Bryan Diffee, The Felts Family, 
Fellowship SS Class, Sandy & David Funderburg, Amanda & Blake Gilbert , Cecille & John 
Green, Helen Guenter, Bennie & Buck Henderson, Freddie & Bob Lee, Sr., The MenΩs Coffee 
Group, Susan Musick, Margaret Norton, Diane & Mark Pennington, Gail Pittman, Dalene & 
Mike Stephenson, Renee Treadwell, Trinity SS Class, Kathy & James Tumlison, Jan West, and 
Brenda Wright   



 

 



 

 

{ŀƴŘȅ CǳƴŘŜǊōǳǊƎ 

5ǊŜǿ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ²ƻƳŀƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊ 

 

Sandy Funderburg was named as Drew County Woman of 

the Year at the annual Chamber of Commerce Banquet this 

past month.  Sandy was recognized for her membership in DAR and her work 

with Wreaths Across America as she contacted numerous friends and families 

to place Christmas wreaths on graves of veterans in Oakland Cemetery.  As a Master            

Gardener, her focus on beautifying the city of Monticello and the local schools was shared.  

Sandy has been a member of PEO where she worked to provide college 

scholarships to young women locally and nationally.  Her devotion to 

FUMC and the many ministries she is involved in, including her work on 

the Bereavement Committee and Women in Faith, demonstrates her 

contribution to her church.  We are proud that a member of FUMC       

received this recognition for her unwavering commitment to home,   

community, friends and family. 

Our FON Closet is now located in the Fellowship Hall.   
THANK YOU to Louisa Smith who put together shelves for us to use in the 
closet. 

Every other Thursday our Neighbors will be picking up their bags by the         
Fellowship Hall kitchen door - unless they are still being delivered to by one of 
our drivers.  If you happen to drive by on one of these Thursdays, you will see 
two of us sitting by that open door and handing out bags.  Offer a prayer for this     
ministry as you pass. 

Many of you pray regularly for this ministry.  Enough cannot be said about the power of        
prayer.  Please continue to pray that we (individually and collectively) are following Godôs will in 
this ministry.  Pray specifically that we share Godôs love and His message with these          
Neighbors.  

We are delivering bags to about 70 families every other week.  A small jar of peanut butter is 
given to each family about every month.  This is an item that is not available from a wholesale 
store.  Thank You for helping by giving any size jar of peanut butter! 

All monetary donations and food donations are sincerely appreciated.  Everything we receive is 
used to help Our Neighbors. 

THANK YOU for your continued faithfulness to this ministry. 

The FON Ministry Team 
 
Matthew 25:40 ñ... as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.ò 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT 
Wednesday, April 5 

3:30-5:00 
Come to the Fellowship Hall: 

Easter Story 
Activities 

Decorate Bags 
Hunt Eggs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Preschool age children must be with an adult. 

Church Family: 

PLEASE SEND CANDY-FILLED EGGS by APRIL 1 

Preschool age children must be with an adult. 

CANDY Filled EASTER EGGS NEEDED NOW!!! 

 

Please help the children by bringing CANDY FILLED EGGS to the church.   
April 5 is the kidsô Easter Egg Hunt. 

We need DOZENS!!! 

There are two wicker baskets just inside the double glass doors on the south side 
of the church. 

THANK YOU! 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ {ǇǊƛƴƎ 

Our Shepherd's Classes are finished until the fall. Thank you to all who helped and 

participated. We had wonderful devotionals, guest speakers, and activities.  
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Me-
morials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving memory of:  
William (Bud) Bulloch:     
Diantha Beer    

Rev. Bart Bynum:  
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
Jayne & Larry Hill 
Maxwell Hardwood, Inc. 
Margaret Norton 
Jan West 

Larry Honeycutt: 
Sandy & David Funderburg 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 

Pat Lane: 

Sandy & David Funderburg 

Robert Martin Sr.: 
Diantha Beer  

Monteene McCoy: 
Margaret Norton 
Dalene & Mike Stephenson 

Shirley & Ray Morrison: 
Sandy & David Funderburg 

Nell Chamberlain Rivers: 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 

Frank Roach: 
Diantha Beer 

Billy Jack Wilson: 
Diantha Beer 
Margaret Norton 

²ŜŜƪƭȅ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅǎΥ 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and ChildrenΩs  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-7:30  PM   FUMY + Supper  

aƻƴŘŀȅǎΥ 
5:30      PM    Cub Scouts 
6:30      PM    Boy Scouts FH 
6:30      PM    5th grade Cub Scouts 
¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎΥ  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team  
1:30    PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Rm.  4/4 
5:30    PM  Girls Scouts—мst and 3rd Tues. 
6:00    PM  UFW Salad Supper FLC 
6:00    PM   
8:00    PM  Young Adult Small Group 
²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎΥ  
3:30-5:00   PM  ChildrenΩs Choir/Bells 
3:30-5:00   PM  FUMY Hangtime 
5:00            PM  Mid-week Meal 
5:00-7:30   PM  FUMY Mid-week  
6:00            PM   Choir 
6:30            PM   Small Group FLC Foyer 
7:00            PM   Bells of Hope 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎΥ 
11-12          PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 
 

 

/ƻƳƳǳƴƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ƻƴ !ǇǊƛƭ с ƛƴ aŀǳƴŘȅ 
¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦ 
 

 
IƻǇŜŦǳƭ IŜŀǊǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ  

!ǇǊƛƭ п Ϫ ƴƻƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ C[/Φ   

!ǇǊƛƭ tǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ {ŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ 

April 2  άGarment Giversέ Matthew 21:1-11  
April 6  άYou Are My Disciples IfΧέ   John 13:1-17, 31ō-35 
April 7   άFeel the Nailsέ   John 19:18  
April 9  άThe Best is Yet to Comeέ   John 20:1-18 
April 16 άThe Outcome of Your Faithέ   м Peter 1:3-9 
April 23  Dr. David Bush Preaching 
April 30 άAll Things in Commonέ   Acts 2:42-47 
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¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭ /ƘƻƛǊ ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ .Ŝƭƭǎ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ 

The Chancel Choir will present an anthem in the Maundy Thursday Service on April 6 in the     

Sanctuary.  The Anthem is entitled, άFace the Crossέ and will feature soloist, Nancy Chapman.  

This is the first time that the Chancel Choir has presented an anthem in this serviceΧwell in at 

least the last 26 years.  The choir looks forward to sharing their message in song and being a part 

of this special service. 

The Chancel Choir, accompanied by Mary Donaldson, will present extra special music on Easter 

Sunday.  This is always a thrilling Sunday of wonderful music and worship, as we celebrate our   

Risen Savior!  

The Bells of Hope will ring bells on Easter Sunday.  This group of seven (7) ringers do an amazing 

job with synchronized ringing!  They rehearse on Wednesday at 7 pm.  We can take five (5) more 

ringers in this handbell group to accommodate our three octaves of handbells.  SO, if you are     

interested in joining this fun musical group, please reach out to me at 870-308-1518.   

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IŀƴŘōŜƭƭǎ ς ²ŜǎƭŜȅ wƛƴƎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ {ƻƴǎƘƛƴŜ wƛƴƎŜǊǎ 

Sonshine Ringers and Wesley RingersééHandbell Choirs for Children 

Both Childrenõs Handbell Choirs will be ringing on Palm Sunday, April 2 in the Traditional 

Worship Service!  The Children will meet in the sanctuary for a quick rehearsal at 10:30 a.m.  

Their special song will be, òI Have Decided to Follow Jesus!ó   Hope all of our sweet children will 

make it to this very special service!  

With MUSIC in my heart, 

Kathy Lyon, Director 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘƻƛǊ 
The ChildrenΩs Choir will sing on Sunday, April 2, Palm Sunday.  The children will wave palm 
branches as they process down the aisle in the sanctuary! Then they will sing, άGive Me Oil 
in My Lamp.έ  We hope to see everyone there for a wonderful service. And as always, come 
and visit us on Wednesdays! 
Mrs. Kathy  
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/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

What a fun outing we had on Wednesday, March 15!  The children attended Little        
Mermaid under the  direction of our own Kathy Lyon.  What a treat! The production was 
fabulous!  
 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 9ƎƎ Iǳƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ рΦ  ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ Candy filled eggs 
now!  Please deliver them to the church.  You will see baskets for them by the glass doors 
on the south side of the main  building. 
 
Acolytes for APRIL: 
tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ April 2 – Jack Wagner & EJ Lucas 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ April 9  – Adalynn Felts & Khya Jones 

Sunday, April 16  – McClain Hudgens & Cristina Martinez 

Sunday, April 23  – Cristian Martinez & Cariah Miller 

Sunday, April 30  – Andrew Maxwell & Adalynn Felts 

 
Please consider joining our ChildrenΩs ministry.  We really need some substitute teachers. 

 
These next few Sundays and Wednesdays we will be sharing stories of JesusΩ crucifixion and  

DƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ w9{¦ww9/¢LhbΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ WŀƳŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ƻƴ  ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ !ǇǊƛƭ р ōȅ 
ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴ ǿƘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǘƻƳōΦ 

 
Hero Hotline!  Is our theme for VBS and will be held June 5-9.  Please look at our FUMC 
Facebook page.  Besides the Bible story, crafts, recreation, and music, a Science        
component will be added this year for those children who want to participate.  Bro. Bryan 
will do a short devotional before we begin each day.  AND he will have a friend join him 
each day!  Registration forms may be offered a little differently this year.  We will let you 
know as soon as they become available. 
 
Thank you for continuing to pray for this ministry, 
Kim and Brenda 
 



 
 

 

 

Cub Scouts has had a full month of Pack Pinewood Derby,              
Construction Projects, Exercise at a local Gymnastics Gym, and our 
Pinewood Derby.  We are winding down our year with completing so many rank                  
requirements.  Our Lion and Bear dens have finished and our Tiger, Wolf, and  
Webelos are just a few weeks away from completion.  It is a GREAT TIME TO BE A 
CUB SCOUT.  We have our annual Spring Camping event coming up at the end of 
April at Camp De Soto, Let's Get Down and Derby!   

 

 

 

Scouts BSA Troop 67 has been helpful this month with working the Cub Scout   
Pinewood Derby, Spring Cleaning their camp trailer, working independently on 
rank requirements, and preparing for their Spring Camporee with the De Soto   
Area Council at White Oak State Park on the first weekend of April.  

Our Summer Camp Dates at Camp De Soto are:  
First Year Camper June 9-11  
Scouts BSA Summer Camp June 18-24  
Cub Scout Day Camp June 26-30  

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

¦ƴƛǘŜŘ  ²ƻƳŜƴ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘ 

Every year United Women in Faith awards a Special Mission     
Recognition pin on UWF Sunday. The pin is given to those 

who have demonstrated outstanding service in UWF and FUMC.  The pin            
represents a monetary gift given in their honor to ministries of  United Women of 
Faith.  
 
Walter Godwin has faithfully served our congregation for we-canΩt-remember-how
-many years as Sunday School Superintendent. He has been a choir/handbell 
member for 48 years. He unlocks/locks the building every morning for the coffee 
group and tends our outdoor flowerpots. 
 
Gretchen Diffee is vice president of our UWF. This year she has assisted in            
organizing the spring Shepherd's Center. She and Hannah serve on the conference 
level as UWF Resource Co-ordinators and manage the Lending Library for the state 
of Ark. WeΩve also figured out that she remembers to take pictures of our church's 
activities! 
 
The second half of the dynamic Diffee duo is Hannah. She is young enough to be 
tech savvy and established a Facebook group for our local chapter, Monticello 
FUMC UWF. This has helped tremendously to keep our group up-to-date and       
informed on local , district and conference activities and concerns.  
 
Congratulations to this yearΩs Special Mission Recognition recipients! 
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!ƭƭ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ  

Wedding Shower for Haley Ryburn, bride elect of 

Johnathan Powell, on Sunday, April 30, 2023 at         

2 P.M. at Alicia WhitakerΩs house.   

The address is 108 Birdie Ln. 
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Executive Council Notes  

 /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлно     /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнп   /ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнр 
Paul Griffin, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             Michael James, SPPRC         Walker Jarrett, SPPRC 
Wil Maxwell, Trustee Leader               Maggie Brown, Trustees        Logan Hancock, Trustees 
Justin Atkins, Finance Leader                           Stephanie Brown, Treasurer        Dalene Stephenson, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

Meeting brought to order at 6:30 PM by Paul Griffin 
Opening prayer by Rev. Bryan Diffee. 

CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ Stephanie Brown gave report on special funds.  See attached report.   
The check for incorrect amount sent back to the Methodist Foundation for Arkansas.  A replacement check will be 
sent out.  No additional paperwork necessary. 
aƻǝƻƴΥ  to accept the financial report for the special accounts made by Justin Atkins and seconded by Logan  
Hancock.  All in favor. None opposed. 

hƭŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 
CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ¦ǎŜ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ A modified report was presented.  Discussion on who is a member/nonmember and fees 
that should apply.  Older versions differentiated between member and active member.   
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts will have no change. 
Julie Smith volunteered to look at new agreement and make suggestions.  Table discussion until April 2023. 

¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ wŜǇƻǊǘ  

Paul Griffin gave trustee report.   
Safety Committee – online survey shows that people feel safe at church.  When committee is set, Jason Akers will 
come to talk with them and give suggestions going forward.  Suggestions have been made to map out the       
buildings and grounds to easier to give locations in an emergency.  
Church Mutual Insurance should have a sheet that will help with checklists. 
Safety lighting on Jackson Street needs to be fixed by Entergy.  Paul Griffin will handle that. 
A bid for gutters for the parsonage will bid out by Jeff Bone. 
Bids for landscaping for church and parsonage will be accepted. 
Julie Smith asked if we are keeping up the lot on College that was donated to the church years back. 
Stephanie Brown wrote a grant to be able to purchase AEDs. At the time of this meeting, we are waiting to hear if 
we will receive it. 

{ǊΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ  
The church has a group leaving to Dayton, Ohio, for the Spirit & Truth Conference on March 8. 
Bishop Laura Merrill will be visiting our church and preaching in both worship services on Sunday, March 26, 2023.  
There will be a reception/Meet and Greet between services in the FLC foyer. 
Wil Maxwell has tendered his resignation from the Executive Council. We will not immediately be filling his slot. 
We will all need to pick up the slack as needed. 
TJ Hill will be preaching March 12. 
The Council need to do a walk around the building and grounds to spot needs and improvements. 
!ǎǎƻŎΦ tŀǎǘƻǊ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
The Youth went to Veritas in Rogers, AR from March 3 to March 5.  There were a total of 13 that went. 

I will be the stage manager for the community production of The Little Mermaid next week. 

A class led by Rev. Lori Fallon on Enneagram study will begin on Monday, March 27 at 6:30 PM and continue each 
Monday until June 19.  Books will be needed at a cost of $20.00.  Digital downloads are also available. 

Spring Break is March 20-24 and there will be no Wednesday activities. 

aƻǝƻƴΥ to adjourn meeting by Justin Atkins seconded by Logan Hancock.  All in favor. None opposed. 
Meeting adjourned 6:17 P.M. 
Next meeting Tuesday, April 4, 2023. 
Closing prayer Lynne Russell 
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