
 

 Reflections 

 October  2022 
 317 S. Main Street   

Dear Friends, 

I love revivals. I don't get to participate in them as much as I used to, but there was a time that I 
either attended or preached at many revival services. For about a period of eight years, I was the 
‘‘go to”    evangelist for the Green Hill/Lacey UMC revival which would take place in early August. 
I come from a long line of "revivalists." My father, grandfather, uncles, and I would oftentimes 
participate in the same revival each taking a night to preach. Revivalism is in my blood, and my 
fervent prayer is for the church to experience deep renewal and revival.  

With that said, I am excited to announce that we will have a Revival Night here at FUMC          
Monticello on Sunday, October 9 at 5:00 P.M.  Rev. Dr. David Bush, the pastor at FUMC El Dorado 
will be joining us with his Swamp Angel Ministries. David has travelled to and has preached in all 
75 counties in the state of Arkansas. He will be bringing with him some very talented musicians. 
David has the heart of an     evangelist, and I know that he will bring a powerful message that is 
straight from the heart of God. You do not want to miss this service.  After our service, which will 
take place in our Sanctuary, we will then move to the Family Life Center for a snack supper; so be 
thinking ahead of time what goodies you want to bring and share. I am beyond excited for this 
opportunity and am in deep prayer that we can sense the presence of the Holy Spirit as we are 
renewed and encouraged.  

I want to leave you with words from one of my all time favorite hymns written by                        
William P. Mackay, "Revive Us Again."  

1 We praise thee, O God, for the Son of thy love, 
for Jesus who died, and is now gone above.  

Refrain:  

Hallelujah! Thine the glory, hallelujah! Amen!  

Hallelujah! Thine the glory, revive us again.  

2 We praise thee, O God, for thy Spirit of light 
who has shown us our Savior and scattered our night. [Refrain]  

3 We praise thee, O God, for the joy thou hast giv’n 
to thy saints in communion, these foretastes of heav’n. [Refrain]  

4 Revive us again, fill each heart with thy love. 
May each soul be rekindled with fire from above. [Refrain]  

Blessings,  
Bryan 
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Children’s Ministry 

What a wonderful group of boys and girls we are seeing on Wednesdays at our after school      
programs!  In our Bible lesson, the children are learning about The Ten Commandments. 

A very special THANK YOU to the adults that have been helping: Kim Fletcher, Liliana Briseno,    
Joy Holley, and Kathy Norris.  A special thanks to Jack Lassiter for his presence.                                
To all of you: Your help is invaluable.  

Children’s Sunday school is now in two classrooms.  We all begin at 10:00 on the second 
floor.  Then the older children go to the third floor for a more intense study of the Bible lesson we 
are on for the day.  THANK YOU to the teachers and others who help when needed: Kim Fletcher, 
Diantha Beer, Beth Maxwell, and Stephanie Brown. 

The children (third graders and older) who have never been acolytes are learning to do this during 
the Sunday school time, as well.  We are excited about those who have been trained and are now 
ready to be acolytes.   

You (our precious children) are always remembered in prayer as are the other members of your 
families.   
 

In Christian love, 
Ms. Brenda 

 

“Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them; for to  
such belongs the kingdom of God.”  Luke 18:16 

Each month I feel it is important to let you know how this ministry continues to help 
many people.   
 
Each month I also feel how very necessary it is to say THANK YOU to YOU our    
wonderful church family for supporting this ministry.  If it weren’t for your           
willingness to unpack boxes of food, to pack the bags, to deliver the bags, to sit and 
wait for Neighbors who come to the parking lot, to offer prayers, to give your                          

               financial support, to buy food, this ministry would not be possible.   
 
              THANK YOU for being the hands and feet of Jesus through this ministry. 
 
              The FON Ministry Team 

 “...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of 
 mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV  
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The Chancel Choir and Bells of Hope 
  The Chancel Choir is rehearsing the Christmas Cantata, “Christ was Born 

for This” each Wednesday at 6 pm.  Our choir is growing, but we still have room 

for more, so please join us!  We have a music folder and a choir robe that is just 

right for you! �  

Bells of Hope are preparing music for October and the Advent / Christmas     

season.  We currently have a spot for 2 handbell ringers.  Reach out to Kathy 

Lyon at 870-308-1518, if you are interested in ringing.  Rehearsals are each 

Wednesday in the sanctuary at 7 pm. 

Children’s Choir & Bells 

Children's choir had a wonderful beginning to a great year! Lots of new faces from 
both schools districts! Yay!!  

Dates to put on your calendar will be October 23 and December 11 during the     
11 o'clock service in the sanctuary. Hope to see everyone then.  

And as always if you would like to see what we do, come join us on Wednesday's.  

In His name we sing  

Mrs. Kathy 

Wednesday Night Meals 

October 5     October 19  October 26 

Hamburgers    Roast    Chili 

Hot Dogs     Rice & Gravy  Nachos  

Chips      Carrots   Hot dogs 

Dessert (birthday cake)  Broccoli Salad  Raw veggies/Ranch dip 

October 12 Youth Fundraiser Bread   dessert 

Baked Potato Bar w/fixings  Bread 

Dessert      Dessert 

Meals subject to change without notice 
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Thank you to the elementary children who participated in both services on             

September 11.  The worship helpers were: 

                  Adalynn Felts 

Henry and Clara Busby 

Cristian, Cristina, and Rosa Martinez 

Andrew Maxwell 

EJ Lucas 

McClain Hudgens 

Elijah and Isaiah Durham 

Cortez and Will Atkins 

Jack Wagner 

and of course, Eugene! 

 

The special offering collected $927.30! That’s enough money to purchase coats and 

shoes for 23 Drew County children who need them. 

We are so proud of our youngest members.  The future of FUMC is in good hands! 
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Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Bill Ashcraft: 
Stacey & Barry Davis 
 
William “Bud” Bulloch: 
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
Stacey & Barry Davis 
Judy & George Harris 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Mellie Jo & Wayne Owen 
Marion Ryburn 
 
Connie Efird: 
Lori & Greg Fallon 
 
Patricia Gail Green: 
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
 
Robert Greenwood: 
Stacey & Barry Davis 
 
Louine Leech: 
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
Sandy & David Funderburg 
Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Susan Musick 
Kathy Norris 
Mellie Jo & Wayne Owen 
 
Rod Norton: 
Lori & Greg Fallon 
 
Auburn Ponder: 
Lori & Greg Fallon 
 
Lois Ruff: 
Lori & Greg Fallon 
 
Martha Jean Wagner: 
Lori & Greg Fallon 
 
David Wilkins: 
Lori & Greg Fallon 
   

Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving honor and appreciation of :   
Sandy Funderburg: 
Ginger Wilkins 

Joe Fletcher on the occasion of his 90th birthday: 
Sue & David Anderson 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-7:30  PM   FUMY + Supper  

Mondays: 

5:30      PM   Cub Scouts 
6:30      PM    Boy Scouts FH 
6:30      PM    5th grade Cub Scouts 
Tuesdays:  
10:00    AM  Prayer Team  

12:00    PM  Spouses w/out Partners Oct. 4 

1:30      PM   Wilma Hankins— Oct. 4 

6:00      PM   Circle 3 — Oct. 10 

6:00      PM   Libby Annulis — Oct. 11 

6:30      PM   Circle 5— Oct. 11 FLC 

8:00      PM   Young Adult Small Group 

Wednesday:  
3:30-5:00   PM  Children’s Choir/Bells 

3:30-5:00   PM  FUMY Hangtime 

5:00            PM Mid-week Meal 

5:00-7:30   PM FUMY Mid-week  

6:00            PM Choir 

6:30            PM   Small Group FLC Foyer 

7:00            PM   Bells of Hope 

Thursdays: 
3:30        PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 

 

Communion in August 
will be on Sunday,  
October 2, 2022.  

Spouses Without Partners 

Tuesday, October 4 , 2022 
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the FLC.       



 

Watch the Mail 

A Stewardship letter will go out the week 

of October 10.  Prayerfully consider How 

God will call you give of yourself and your 

resources for the upcoming year. 

 

 

We want to thank our wonderful church 

and congregation for the attendance for 

Joe Fletcher’s 90th Birthday celebration. 

Thank you for allowing us to use the 

church facilities for Joe’s special day.  As 

Joe’s cake said — He’s had 90 years being 

very Blessed and Loved.  We thank God for 

a long health life, a wonderful town 

(Monticello), and an amazing church     

family. 

Sincerely, 

Joe Fletcher 

Kimberly and Tony Fletcher 

 

 

Come Help Us Celebrate!!! 

All friends and relatives are invited 
to the wedding and reception of  
Rex Henderson and Molly Shumate. 
The wedding will take place          
Saturday, October 8, 2022, at        
5:30 p.m. at the home of Buck and 
Bennie Henderson 2021 Hwy 83N 
Monticello.  

 

The Wednesday fellowship 
meal on September 14 was a 
fundraiser for Sole Purpose.  
No dessert was offered with 
the meal.  Instead, there was 
a dessert auction!  A total of 

$800 was raised — enough to buy shoes & 
coats for 20 children in Drew County.          
It was fun, bidding was brisk, and Valerie 
got a delicious German Chocolate cake for 
her birthday!  Thank you 
to the generous cooks 
who donated auction           
desserts. 

UWOF Circle 3 

Will meet on October 10 at 
6:00 PM at FUMC 

UWOF Circle 5 

Circle 5 will resume meeting on       
October 19 at 6:00 PM. in the FLC.  

We stopped meeting  because of the 
pandemic and are happy to be back 

after such a long time. 



 

September came and went fast.  Our Boy Scout troop participated in the 

9/11 service at the Square that Sunday morning with Monticello Fire and    

Police Departments.  On September 13, they hosted the Cub Scout             

Recruitment night at the City Park with BB Guns, Fishing games, Stilts, and 

Knot Tying.  Some of our Scouts went to Camp De Soto and volunteered to 

work the Annual Clay Shoot fundraiser for our Council, and they are also 

prepared to host the Council Troops at the 2022 Fall Camporee at              

Lake Chicot State Park this weekend from September 30-October 2.  

 

 

 

Our Cub Scout Recruitment night brought 26 interested K-5th graders to 

Pack 69.  We have had a den meeting and a pack meeting since                   

recruitment.  Some of our Scouts attended Derby Day at Camp De Soto on 

September 17, where they were able to build stomp rockets, lego cars,      

regatta boats, balloon rockets, and participate in an Archery                      

competition.  Everyone left with an award that day.  Lt. West from the    

Monticello Police Department joined our Cub Scouts for their Pack meeting, 

where they discussed Community Heros.    

Our Scouts are selling the annual Scout Popcorn from Campmasters until  

October 26.  We have a Jungle Safari Cub Scout weekend and a Troop      

Campout weekend in October.  We continue our Den and Troop meetings 

every Monday.  

Thank you for supporting our program!  



 

      

Men’s Ministry Cookout 

Around forty men were in attendance at our Men's Ministry Cookout September 13 at Seven Devils Camp. 

Thank you to the entire Maxwell family for your hospitality and being such gracious hosts. Thank you also to 

Michael Efird who headed up our cooking team, all those who brought side dishes, drinks and desserts, and 

James Tumlison for the wonderful homemade ice-cream. This is hopefully the first of many more incredible 

men's events! 

We are currently conducting a survey to determine our next steps for our Men's Ministry.  

 

 

 

  Please visit https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5BSLDQ6 to take the survey.  

 

 

 

 

It’s not too late to join us on either Mondays at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall or 

Wednesdays at 5:30 PM in the FLC for a Bible study led by Bro. Bryan. We have 7 

weeks left in our  journey through the Book of Jonah. Please bring your favorite 

version of the Bible and prepare to hear from God and one another.  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/5BSLDQ6


 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

 

Sole Purpose Update  

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16  2:00-4:00 PM 

The shoes are ordered, the coats are hung and the books are ready to share with our Drew 

County boys and girls!  All that’s needed now is YOU!   

There is a job for everyone.  You will choose your area of interest.   

We need:  

Welcomers  ñ greet our guests, direct them and make them feel welcome  

Foot washers  ñ Wash the feet of  children and put shoes on their feet  

Shoe runners  ñ Bring the shoes/socks to the foot washers  

Escorts  ñ Each family will need an escort  as they visit each station  

Water runners  ñ Provide pans of  clean water to the foot washers  

Kitchen assistants  ñ In the Fellowship Hall kitchen, assistants will be filling 

pans of  water for the washing of  feet and in the FLC they will be providing 

hot dogs!  

Coat Assistants  ñ Helping families find the right coat  

Book Assistants  ñ Helping  children pick out their own books  

Distributing  Bibles and candy  

Playground monitors  

Passing out hot dogs  

 

YOU CHOOSE YOUR JOB! 

All volunteers need to arrive at 1:30 in the church sanctuary.  Here, you will choose the area in which you 

would like to work.  Volunteers should park across the street in front of the church and at the courthouse so 

plenty of room is available in the back of the church for our guests to park. 

PLEASE prayerfully  consider volunteering for this most important ministry . 

We need our WHOLE church to make this happen.  We need YOU. 

 



 

Fun from Week One of Shepherd’s Center 



 



 



 

Executive Council Notes  

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             John Davis, SPPRC         Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader               Wil Maxwell, Trustees         Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader              Justin Atkins, Treasurer        Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each month to 
complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to benefit our local 
church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these 
meetings which will be included in each monthly newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the 
meeting.  

Meeting brought to order at 6:35 PM by Jack Lassiter 

Opening prayer by Rev. Bryan Diffee. 

Minutes:  The minutes of the August meeting had been distributed earlier through email. A    
motion to accept the minutes as presented was approved unanimously.  

Financial Report: The August 2022 financial report was presented by Justin Atkins and the    
council approved the report as presented. 

Finance Committee: 
The Committee met earlier and discussed the recommendation for the Pastor Compensation 
package for the 2023 year.  The Committee reported that the projected budget could support an 
increase for the pastors       effective January 1, 2023. 

SPRC Report  
The Council discussed the 2023 Pastor Compensation for Rev. Bryan Diffee and Rev. Lori Fallon for 
the 2023 year.  This increase equals the increase given to all staff but not the pastors in 2022. 

Motion:  To approve an increase in compensation for Rev. Bryan Diffee and Rev. Lori Fallon for 
the 2023 year was made and approved unanimously. 

2023 Salaries for all staff will be discussed at the end of the 2022 year as the 2023 budget is     
being prepared.   

Custodian applicants:  Four applicants were interviewed, and it was decided to hire Camry Grant 
for 25 hours a week on a trial basis for 90 days. 

Nominations are due October 17, 2022, for November Zoom Charge Conference.   

Pledge cards kickoff will be October 23, 2022, so that the church budget and staff salaries will be 
finalized before the end of the year. 

 

 
 
 
          Continued on next page 



 

Executive Council Notes Cont.  

 

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             John Davis, SPPRC         Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader               Wil Maxwell, Trustees         Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader              Justin Atkins, Treasurer        Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

 

Trustee Report  
1. Kenny Hudgens to repair/replace outside can lights and breaker box in FLC kitchen 
Bakers has signed contract to replace all lights in FLC and will file application to get rebate from 
Entergy. 

Solar:  A.J. Hood gave a presentation on solar energy.  He has been in the solar business for five 
years.  Solar  panels can be installed and can offset the energy    use/bills for the church.  Meter 
fees would still be charged by Entergy.  Lynne Russell to send 12 months of Entergy bills to be   
analyzed to see if the church’s energy use and costs would be cost effective to install solar.   

Safety Committee – Wil Maxwell has volunteered to be the chair of a newly formed safety     
committee, which will report on areas where improvement can be made on the safety of the 
church.  Wil is looking for a few others to be on the committee with him.  More information/
progress will be given at future meetings. 

Pastor Report  
Wednesday Nights begins tomorrow, September 7.  Children to be picked up after school for 
choir, handbells, and Bible time.  Brenda added a few more helpers. 

Men’s dinner will be on September 13 at Maxwell Camp. 

Drew County fair parade is October 4 at 6:30 PM. Executive Council meeting will be moved to  
October 11 to avoid conflict. 

Rev. Lori Fallon Report  

FUMY will go to First Presbyterian to work on Feed the Kids 

Motion to adjourn meeting by made and approved. 
Meeting adjourned 8:20 P.M. 
Next meeting Tuesday, October 11, 2022 at 6:30 pm. 
Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 



 



First United Methodist Church 

317 S. Main St.  

Monticello, AR 71655 

Trivia Night with the UAM Women’s Basketball Team 

Date and Time:  Thursday, October 13 at 7:00 PM 

Place:  Missionary Baptist Student Fellowship Center n the UAM camput 

Cost:  $10.00 per person or $60.00 for a table (6 tickets) 

Come alone, as a couple, or with your family and friends.  Meet the team and 

test your trivia knowledge.  Prized awarded for the 1st and 2nd place teams.  

Table snacks and drinks provided. 

Email Coach David Midlick at midlick@uamont.edu with any questions. 

Have a great time with your group and the team!! 


