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Reflections 
November 2018 

VOTING FOR CHRISTIANS 
 
ñGod put everything under Christ's feet and made him head of everything in the church, which is his 
body. His body, the church, is the fullness of Christ, who fills everything in every way.ò—Ephesians 
1:22-23 CEB 
 
  In this season of political violence, negative ads and spin, here are four things all Christians can and 
should do in preparation for casting their votes. 
 
  First, Research the Issues. In the political arena and in the mainstream media (both network and  
cable news), ñSpin is King.ò Misquoting, taking quotes out of context, and using statistics based on 
extremes are tools in every politicianôs toolbox. Look beyond empty rhetoric, read between the lines, 
read the fine print to every speech and debate, and donôt believe everything you read online. The     
internet has a wealth of resources. Use nonpartisan tools like the www.factcheck.org or 
www.politifact.com to see what the facts really are. The texts for many speeches may be found online. 
For state ballot issues and information about voting locations and candidates, see the 2018 Ballot    
Issues page at www.fumcmonticello.org. The key to democracy is a well-informed body of voters, so 
get informed! 

  Second, Prayerfully Search the Scriptures. Christians should be at least as informed about the 
scriptures as they are about political issues. Read Exodus 23:1-9, Deuteronomy 5:1-6:7, and Isaiah 
11:1-10. Read an introduction to Amos and the whole book. Read Luke 6:7-49 and Matthew 5-7. 
Prayerfully consider what these readings say about God and Godôs purposes for us. How do they     
inform your political decisions? 
 
  Third, Use Godôs Kingdom as the Standard. Jesus taught us to pray that Godôs ñkingdom come on 
earth as it is in heaven.ò Ultimately, all nations and leaders stand under Godôs judgment. So do we. As 
Paul wrote to the Philippians, ñOur citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting 
a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christò (Phil 3:20). Perhaps the most important question Christian voters can 
ask is, ñWhich candidateôs plans are most in line with Godôs plans for this planet?ò  
 
  Fourth, Vote. No candidate or political party is perfect. No candidate or political party has a         
monopoly on Jesus Christ. No candidate or political party has plans that are perfectly aligned with 
Godôs Kingdom. Nevertheless, Christians should vote. Being informed about the issues and scripture, 
and looking to Godôs Kingdom as the standard, we cast our votes as an act of faith with our hope in 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Universe.  See you at the polls on November 4th! 
 
 Grace and Peace! 

 
 

http://www.factcheck.org/
http://www.politifact.com
http://fumcmonticello.org/2018-ballot-issues/
http://fumcmonticello.org/2018-ballot-issues/
http://www.fumcmonticello.org/


We would like to thank each and every one who participated in any way with this yearôs Fall   
Festival. Special thanks to Coordinators, Margo Stevens, Lisa Tolin & Katherine Schell.   
 
A great time was had by all! Fall  

Festival Fun!!!  

Chili Cook Off 
CHAMP 





We are asking for volunteers to help us  
decorate our church for Advent.  The    
workday is scheduled for Sunday,              
November 25th at 2:00 p.m.  We need a 
crew for the Sanctuary and a crew for the 
Family Life Center.  We 
hope you will mark your 
calendars to help us Hang 
the Greens for the Advent 
season.   

EVERYONE is invited to join our Sunday School children by participating in the Samaritans 
Purse Shoebox Ministry.  We are asking you to fill a shoebox for a child in another country that 
may never have received a gift before.  Gift suggestions ALL AGES TOYS! Start with a central 
item that a child will cherish, like a beautiful doll, a deflated soccer ball with pump, or a plush 
stuffed animal. Then add quality items like cars, musical instruments, puzzles, jump ropes, etc. 
School Supplies such as pencils, pens, crayons, notebooks, coloring books, etc... HYGIENE 
ITEMS such as toothbrushes, bar soap, washcloths, combs, etc. ACCESSORIES such as socks, 

hats, t-shirts, flip-flops, hair bands, sunglasses, etc. A personal note and photo of you and your family/group. If you 
include your name and address, the child may be able to write back. Younger Children: Blankets, sticker and picture 
books, blocks, finger puppets, pages of colorful stickers. Older Children: Small tools, tape measures, sewing kits,   
fabric squares, etc: deflated balls with pumps and needles; solar calculators, rulers, scissors; jewelry; deodorant.  Do 
Not Include used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives or military figures; seeds; chocolate 
or food; liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol 
cans.  An instruction sheet can be found in the Family Life Center near the Samaritan Purse display.  Your shoebox 
can be returned to the church at any time between now and Sunday, November 18!!    

CHILDRENôS CHOIR 
 

The Childrenôs Choirs will sing in the late service  
on November 11th! 

 
The Children will travel to Belleview Estates on  
Wednesday, November 14th to sing for the  

residents.  Please sign a permission slip for your    
child to be transported from the church to 

Belleview Estates.   
 

                                PRAYER GARDEN 

        MAINTENANCE-MAINTENANCE-MAINTENANCE 

 

In an effort to maintain the landscaping & beauty of the Prayer 
Garden, we would like to have 4 groups to volunteer.   
 
We will divide the Prayer Garden into 4 sections - and each 
group will be responsible for 1 year to perform upkeep of their 
section; which will include checking once or twice a week for 
weeds, straighten mulch, dead-head roses, etc., and may also  
include additional plantings or features if you desire.  Examples 
of groups may be a Sunday School class, Circle, Family, or you 
could even form your own group and give yourself a name - like 
Razorback fans, or LSU fans.  Your group name will be on a 
nice garden marker for your section.  Let Dalene or Deborah 
know if your group would like to sign up for 1 year of light  
Garden work. 
 

WE ARE TAKING ORDERS FOR NEW BRICKS THROUGH 
NOVEMBER 30, 2018!  You may call the church office to place an order or complete a brick      
purchase form found on the bulletin tables.   



SCHEDULES 
 

ACOLYTES 
November 4  Presley Wagner & Rylan Harvey   
November 11  Macy Tolin & Abby Huskey 
November 18     Max Efird & Ryker Harvey 
November 25  Pierson Harper & Eli Coburn 
 
 
LITURGIST 
November 4  John Davis   
November 11  Belinda Carpenter   
November 18  Rev. Lori Fallon  
November 25  Rev. Lori Fallon 

 
To purchase a poinsettia in honor or memory of 
a loved one please contact the church office by 
calling 367-2471 or email    

    dalene.stephenson@fumcmonticello.org or by 
    completing the information below.   Cost of  
    poinsettia is $20.00.  
 
 
 
In honor of: 
______________________________________________ 
 
In memory of 
______________________________________________ 
   
 
By:___________________________________________ 

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǘǳŘȅƛƴƎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ                                                
LƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŀƴƪǎΦ           
                                                                           
hǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŦƻƻŘǎ ŦŜŀǎǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻƴ       
bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мр ϧ мс ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛŦŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΗΗ 
                                    aǊǎΦ {ƘŜƭƭȅ ϧ aǊǎΦ tŀǳƭŀ 

If you would like to go online and order 
books for your child or grandchild from  
Scholastic.com/bookclubs, you may do so 
using our preschool account number.  You 
would pay for your order and the books 
would be shipped to the church.  Each      
purchase will earn points for our preschool.  
When ordering use account  #GN3D6.   

We want to introduce you to Lynne Russell who 
will begin working as our Administrative  
Assistant & Financial Secretary on January 14th.  

Lynne comes to us from California where she 

has served as Office Manager/Administrative 

Assistant at First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

of Burbank since 2006.  She is the daughter of  

the late J.J. Russell & step daughter of Arlene 

Russell of Monticello.  She has an adult son  

living in California.  We welcome Lynne to our 

staff!  We look forward to working with her.    

Dalene will work with Lynne during a training 

period before starting her retirement.   

             GREETER SCHEDULE 
 
November  4  Amanda & Whit Barton, Kathy 
& Jere Johnston, Sheila Maxwell  
 
November 11  Margo & Joel Stevens, Renee 
& Jaohn Frank Gibson, Lisa Tolin 
 
November  18  Jill & Anthony Brown,     
Kolton Beer, Judy Murphy, Rene Johnson  
  
November 25  Peggy & Auddy Doss, 
LeAnne Burch, John Davis, Margo Stevens 



Financial Update September 30, 2018 
 

Balance in the Budget          $141,601 

Balance in Non-Budget                   $ 37,542 

Balance in Preschool                      $   2,688  

Summary of Operating Account                  $181,832   

/ƘǳǊŎƘ CŀƳƛƭȅ IŜƭǇ bŜŜŘŜŘΥ 
9ŀŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ Ŭƭƭ ŀ 
.Ǌƻǿƴ .ŀƎ ǿƛǘƘ                     
ƴƻƴ-ǇŜǊƛǎƘŀōƭŜ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ  

 !ƭƭ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ 
¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ .ŀǎƪŜǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŜŀΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ōŀƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ  
CŀƳƛƭȅ [ƛŦŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ōȅ ƴƻƻƴ ƻƴ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ муΦ  

 
 

 

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO ATTENDED THE PHOTO SHOOT FOR OUR 
NEW DIRECTORY!  
 
IF YOU COULD NOT MAKE THE SHOOT AND WOULD LIKE TO SUBMIT A 
PICTURE, PLEASE EMAIL A PICTURE TO MASTERFUMC@GMAIL.COM.   
PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHS SUBMITTED WILL REQUIRE A SIGNED 
RELEASE FROM YOUR PHOTOGRAPHER.  PLEASE CONTACT CHURCH 
OFFICE TO RECEIVE THIS RELEASE.  
 
YOUR PROMPT RESPONSE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED! 

Feed The Neighbors need volunteers 
on Thursdays to help warm and serve the 
food to our needy in the neighborhood.  We 
have had up to 21 in attendance.  Please 
prayerfully consider coming at 4:00 PM to 
the Family Life Center and helping Brenda 
Wright & Ruth Langley as they serve men, 
women and children in our neighborhood!  

MINISTRY SUNDAY 
PLEDGE SUNDAY 
ONE SERVICE 

NOVEMBER 18, 2018 
 
 

We will have Sunday School at  
regular time followed by one service 
in the Sanctuary at 10:50.  We will 
highlight the ministries of our 

church.   
 

This will also be Pledge Sunday!  You 
will receive in the mail a letter and 
pledge card for 2019.  We ask that 
you prayerfully consider what you 
can pledge for 2019 to keep the  
ministries of our church alive and 
growing.  Letter and cards will be 

mailed next week.   



 
On Sunday, November 11, FUMC Adult and Childrenôs Handbell Choirs will participate in a 
statewide ringing of bells to observe the 100th anniversary of the official end of World War I.  Gov. 
Asa Hutchinson has issued a proclamation noting November 11, which is also Veterans Day, as 
ñBells of Peace: World War I Remembrance Dayò on which bells are to be rung 11 times at 11 
a.m. to remember those who served in the war and celebrate its ending. 

SAFE PROM 
CHILI SUPPER 

 
Following the Monticello Christmas Parade November 
27th a chili supper will be held in the Fellowship Hall.  
All proceeds go toward MHS Safe Prom.   

United Methodist Women 
 

The ladies are gearing up for our 5th Holiday Bazaar on    
November 10th!   We will also be collecting monetary       
donations for Ingathering. 
 
November 6th Circle #3 will meet at 6:00 PM. 
 
Wilma Hankins Circle meets November 13th at 10 AM in 
Wesley Sunday School Classroom. 
 
Libby Annulis Circle meets November 13th at 6:00 PM in 
the Meeting Room.   
 

November 
3rd 

HELP WANTED 
 
We are looking for a Nursery Worker to 
work the nursery every Sunday with Mrs. 
Fern.  You must be over the age of 18.  If 
interested, please call church office 367-
2471, 
 
We are looking for an Audio/Light Tech 
to assist Michael Reed every Sunday.  
Must be over the age of 18.  Please con-
tact the church office if interested.    



We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the family of  Mike Stephenson in the loss of his Sister, 
Susan Pemberton: Joe Hundley, Uncle of Michelle Pounds. 

 
 

Memorials were given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:  
 
George Akin by:  Patty Ross 

Mildred Blocker by:  Whit & Amanda Barton, George & Judy Harris, Mark & Diane Pennington, Patty Ross, 

Brenda Wright  

Pete Pittman by:  David & Sandy Funderburg 

Glenda Scogin by:  Rod & Margaret Norton, J. D. & Sandra West, Bill & Mary Jo Wisener 

Billy Williams by:  J. D. & Sandra West, Bill & Mary Jo Wisener, Brenda Wright 

 
 
A donation to Samaritanôs Feet was made in loving honor of Ruth Langley & Julie Smith by:  Elizabeth K. Hart  
 
A donation to Samaritanôs Feet was made in loving honor of Michelle Pounds by:  Tracy & Bryn Bagwell 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
What is it?  

An opportunity to show love and hope by performing an act of service (washing 
the feet) and by giving a new pair of socks and a new pair of shoes to 500 needy, 
Drew County (Monticello and Drew Central School Districts) school -aged  
children  
 

When and where is it?  
    August 3, 2019 in First United Methodist Church, Monticello Family Life Center  
 
How much money will we need to do this?  
     $18 per child x 500 children = $9000  
 
What can I do to help?  
     Volunteer to work the distribution on August 3, 2019  
      Pledge $$ as a class or as a group  
      Raise $$ as a class ð i.e., go in with another group and serve a Wednesday night    
      meal  
      Give $$ - through honorariums or memorials   

 

Who do I contact?  
     Contact First United Methodist Church Monticello at 870 -367-2471 or            

masterfumc@gmail.com .   

mailto:masterfumc@gmail.com
https://www.samaritansfeet.org/


CHRISTMAS EVE 
 SCHEDULE 

 
We will have TWO  

Candlelight Communion  
services on Christmas Eve  

 5:00 & 10:00 PM.  
 
  

 

Sever9 AM November 17, 2018 
745 Old Warren Road 

Monticello, AR   
 

To volunteer contact:  Renee 
Holland 

870-550-1281 



Set Clocks Back 1 hour on Saturday, November 3rd 
 
Sunday, November 4th All Saints Sunday observed 

 in both services   
 
Holiday Bazaar Saturday,  November 10th 9 AM to 

 2 PM 
 
The Childrenôs Choirs will sing in the 10:50 AM 

 service Sunday, November 11th.  Children sing at 
 Belleview Estates on Wednesday,  November 14th. 

 
Ministry SundayðONLY  ONE SERVICEð10:50 

 AM.  Sunday School on regular schedule.  
 
Friday, November 30th FUMY Prayer Breakfast 7 AM 
 
The FUMY will pack  Thanksgiving Boxes on 

 November 18th. 
 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!! 
 

I will praise You, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully 
made; Marvelous are Your 
works, And that my soul 

knows very well. 

First United Methodist Church 
317 South Main 
Monticello, AR   71655 

              Upcoming Events 

Dear Church Family and Friends, 
 
What a blessing you all have been during 
Bobôs surgery and recovery.  Thanks for all 
your calls, cards, visits and meals! 
 
We deeply appreciate the love and kindness 
you have shown. 
 
Many, many thanks! 
Bob and Freddie Lee  

The Wednesday night Fellowship Meal will be 
sponsored by the Monticello Music Club as a 
fundraiser on November 7th.  There will be a     
variety of soups, chili, Mexican and regular        
cornbread and a variety of desserts.     Donations 
are appreciated.   


