
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

October is a month when we begin to notice the change of seasons all around us. The air 
grows cooler, the days shorter, and the colors of the leaves remind us of the beauty of 
God’s creation. Autumn always feels like a season of both gratitude and preparation—
gratitude for the harvest of blessings God has given, and preparation for what lies ahead 
as we draw nearer to the close of another year. 

In the life of the church, this is a season of renewed energy. Bible studies, small groups, 
and ministries that paused over the summer are now fully underway. Our worship,            
fellowship, and service are vibrant signs of how God’s Spirit continues to move among us. 
October also gives us opportunities to lean into rhythms of stewardship, prayer, and service 
as we seek to live more fully into our calling as disciples of Jesus Christ. 

I invite you this month to notice the ways God is at work around you. In the turning of the 
leaves, in the laughter of children, in the faithful witness of neighbors, and in the mission of 
our congregation—God is present. May this awareness deepen your faith and inspire your 
participation in the life we share as a community of grace and hope. 

Thank you for the many ways you continue to support and strengthen the ministry of our 
church. I am grateful for your faithfulness, your generosity, and your prayers. Together, we 
are part of God’s unfolding story, and I am excited to see where the Spirit will lead us in the 
weeks to come. 

In Christ’s love, 

Bro. Bryan 

                         Reflections  
             October 2025  
             870-367-2471   
                      317 S. Main St.         
               9 AM Contemporary 

               10 AM Sunday School   

                11 AM Traditional 

           



 



 



   

   

        

     Wednesday Evening Church Meals 

                          Weekly Wednesday supper is at 5:30 PM 

If you are available to volunteer in the kitchen on Wednesday afternoons, 

your help would be greatly appreciated. Call the church office 870-367-2471 

if you are able to serve in this capacity.      

Below is the signup genius for desserts.  Copy and paste the link into your browser.  
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EA4AE23A7FFC70-58215335-fumc 

Circle 3 invites all ladies to join us for fun and fellowship on October 7, at 6 pm, at   
Julie Smith's house.  

Circle 3 is also taking pre-orders until October 20 for the following dishes for 

pickup at the Bazaar on Nov 8: Chicken Spaghetti, Turkey & Dressing, Breakfast Cas-
serole, Baked Spaghetti w/beef, and Vegetable/beef Soup. Each is available in the fol-
lowing sizes: 9 x 6 1/2 in - $20; 11.75 x 9.38 in - $35; and 6.2 cup bowl: $15. Contact 
LeAnne at 723-0583 or Julie at 866-2202 to place an order.  



               
 
 
 
     

SOLE PURPOSE SUNDAY 
SUNDAY, OCT. 5 

2:00-4:00 
We need volunteers! 

• Don’t think you’re too old—there’s a job for you. 

• Don’t think you’re too young—you’re never too young to begin walking in  

Jesus’ feet. 

• Don’t think you’re not needed or that someone else will do it, so why come?  

YOU ARE NEEDED! 

• Please give of your time and gifts during our special mission. 

What will the day look like? 
11 AM: one service in sanctuary 

12:00 PM: hot dog meal for volunteers 
12:30 PM: finish any set-up needs to be completed 

1 PM: meet in sanctuary for station placement 
1:30 PM: families begin arriving — be ready to welcome them 

4 PM: we will close down 

It’s a full day; it’s a busy day! 
It will be one of the most rewarding days you’ll experience as a Christian. 

+++ 
VOLUNTEER JOBS 

FUMC Volunteers — What are you called to do? 
There’s a job for everyone during our distribution—for all ages.   

          Shoe distribution and foot washing 
    1. Running of shoes and water (16 years or older) 
    2. Family escorts 
    3. Number caller 
    4. Greeters inside and outside the church 
    5. Coat distribution 
    6. Book distribution 
    7. Serving hot dogs and drinks 
    8. Be on the playground with children 



         

 

 

 
 

 



Memorials were  given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Faye Chandler: 
Helen Guenter 

Bill Crain:   
Helen Guenter 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 

Von Eubanks: 
Helen Guenter 

Sylvia Farrar: 
Helen Guenter 
Elgenia & Jim Ross 

Debbie Nichols Fowler: 
Helen Guenter 

Joette Furlough: 
Helen Guenter 

Dr. A Wayne Groce: 
Helen Guenter 

Kenny Hudgens: 
Helen Guenter 

Shelby Knodel: 
Helen Guenter 

Carolyn Tilley: 
Helen Guenter 

Gift given to the glory of  
God and in loving honor of:   

Joe Fletcher: 
Brenda Wright 

Weekly Events 

Sundays: 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  
                       Sunday School 

       5:30            PM  FUMY Bible Study 
       6:00            PM  FUMY Supper 
       6:30            PM  FUMY Small Groups 

       Mondays: 
       1:00    PM  Bible Study (last day Oct. 20) 
       5:30    PM  Cub Scouts FH 
       6:30    PM  Boy Scouts FH 
       7:00    PM  Bible Study for Ladies 

Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts — 10/7 
1:30     PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 10/7 
1:00    PM   Staff Meeting 10/14 
6:00    PM   Executive Council — 10/14 
6:30    PM   Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly 
8:00    PM   Bible Study for Young Adults FH 

Wednesdays: Weekly 
3:30   PM   Wednesday After-school Activities 
3:30   PM   FUMY Hang Time 
5:30   PM   Wednesday Night Supper 
6:00   PM   FUMY Midweek  
6:00   PM   Chancel Choir 
6:30   PM   Small Group FLC foyer 
7:00   PM   Bells of Hope 
7:00   PM   Praise Band 

Thursdays: 
11-12 PM   Feed Our Neighbors  

Communion in October will 
be on October 5 during 
11 AM service. 

(One Service @ 11 AM     
           followed by lunch &  
            Sole Purpose) 

Hopeful Hearts will meet on  
October 7 @ noon in the 

 Family Life Center.   

September Giving General Fund 

September 7, 2025 — $12,109 

September 14, 2025 — $5,499 

September 21, 2025 — $16,964 

September 28, 2025 — $10,794 

Four-week Total — $45,366 

Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,827 

YTD Giving $420,253 
YTD Deficit $40,660 

September Attendance 

September 7, 2025:     9:00 AM — 75         11:00 AM — 73 

September 14, 2025:   9:00 AM — 79  11:00 AM — 61 

September 21, 2025:  9:00 AM — 59  11:00 AM — 49 

September 28, 2025:  9:00 AM — 73 11:00 AM — 52



 

                                          

Bro Bryan’s study on Acts will continue 
through Oct. 20, at 1:00 p.m. Come join us. 
We are using the resource We Are the 
Church...Let’s Act Like It.  
We have a few copies available. If you would 
like to purchase your own, the book is     
available on Amazon at the following link:   

We Are the Church . . . Let's Act 

Like It: A Study on the Book of 

Acts: Pevey, Linda Tower: 

9780835818834: Amazon.com: 

Books  

Wesley Heritage Tour with Rev. Bryan Diffee | July 8, 2026 

Join Rev. Bryan Diffee on a Wesley Heritage Tour, starting at $5,146* 

from Little Rock, departing on July 8, 2026. You will see the English    

countryside of Coventry, the Cathedral, and the charred ruins of the old 

cathedral standing side by side as a tribute to the indomitable spirit of 

the British people. On to Epworth, the childhood home of John and 

Charles Wesley, St. Andrews Church, Cotswolds, Stratford-upon-Avon, 

William Shakespeare’s birthplace, where he also courted his wife, Anne 

Hathaway, and Holy Trinity Church, where he is buried. Oxford is next, 

where you will see Christ Church College at Oxford University, the ancient 

port city of Bristol, the “New Room,” which is the oldest Methodist    

building in the world, Charles Wesley home, the spa town of Bath, where 

the warm waters have refreshed, healed and much more!   

* Register Early & Save 

$150 Register by August 8, 2025 

$125 Register by September 8, 2025 

$100 Register by October 8, 2025 

$75 Register by November 8, 2025 

$50 Register by December 8, 2025 

$25 Register by January 8, 2026 

Full deposit required. Savings are deducted from the balance.  

Click on this link to download the brochure  

https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf 

https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf


               
 
 
 
     

       Methodist Foundation for Arkansas: 

      They will be hosting — Planning a Legacy:  
   How Faithful people prepare. 

   The program will take place at FUMC Monticello on 
   Sunday, Nov. 2 beginning at 12:30 PM. Lunch will 
   be served prior to the meeting. 

*Planning a Legacy is a holistic estate planning  
  seminar that covers important matters for all adults. 

*The goal of the seminar is to inspire participants to  
   take their nest steps in estate planning and to see it 
   as a part of their legacy 

*The format is a 90-minute gathering with a meal, a 
  presentation from the Foundation, and a Q&A with 

               an attorney. 
              Please RSVP to the church office by October 24 if you are able to attend. 



  
 We are delighted to announce that scouting has resumed in Monticello! 
 We've already organized two successful scout nights at Monticello and 
 Drew Central Schools, along with three invigorating meetings. The energy 
 is palpable as we kick off this new year, and we're overjoyed to welcome 
 nine new Cub Scouts as of September 23. Our Cub Scouts are  
 enthusiastically diving into the Outdoor Code, Leave No Trace principles, 
 and Bobcat learning requirements.  
 
 As the month progresses, we're gearing up for a packed schedule. At the 
 end of September, we'll host a Pack meeting focused on "Community  
 Helpers," and we're eagerly anticipating our first camping adventure at 
 Camp De Soto toward the end of October.  
 
  Our Scout Troop is equally active and focused on achieving rank                  
  advancements. We held board reviews on September 22 and are set to  
  complete the Personal Management Eagle-required merit badge with  
            John McClendon on September 29. In addition, Troops from South     
            Arkansas will come together to participate in the Fall Camporee in   
            Ruston, LA, at Lincoln Parish Park this October.  
 
            Both our Cub Scouts and Scout Troop are engaging in our fall fundraiser  
            by selling popcorn. If you would like to place your fall Scout Snack order,  
            please contact Renee Holland. Your support is greatly appreciated and  
            helps fuel our scouting adventures.  
 

 We are truly excited about the activities and opportunities ahead and             
 look forward to sharing more updates with you soon.  



 

Executive Council Notes 

  Class of 2025    Class of 2026         Class of 2027   

 Walker Jarrett, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader  Michael Blazier, SPPRC   Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC 
 Tommy Smith, Trustees    John Kidwell, Trustees        Loyd Oxner, Trustees  
 Dalene Stephenson, Finance Leader  Valerie Harvey, Treasurer       Audrea Stephens, Finance 
 Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor 
 Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor  
 

Meeting was brought to order at 6 PM by Walker Jarrett 
Opening prayer by Br. Bryan Diffee 

Minutes a motion was made to accept the minutes as presented.  Motion passed. 

Old Business 
Tommy discussed the yellow water issue in the FLC.  He did some investigating and went to the Water               
Department and Mayor.  They assured him they would check it out.  They came out and turned the water off and 
tested the water.  They also found out we were not being charged for our second meter.  Tommy plans to get 
back with the Mayor for more advice.  

Concerning parsonage bathroom repairs, we are waiting on tile to come in. 

Tommy has checked on the value of our vans to be sold.  The 2001 van should sell for around $1500 and the 2008 
anywhere from $3000 to $7000.  Insurance on the vans are costing us $1800 a year.  Tommy Smith made a      
motion we place the vans for sell using these values.  When a buyer is found and an offer made, we will decide on 
the sell.  John Kidwell made a second and motion passed. 

Concerning the Wal Mart credit cards, we are not real sure what Lynne found out.  For now, we will continue to 
use them.   

Playground – Interfor will donate chips for the fall zones.  Tommy is trying to find trailers in our congregation to 
borrow.  If not, rental of a trailer is $150 a day. 

Concerning the handicap ramp off the FLC, we discussed the $17,050 cost and the extra $11,300 to powder coat/
paint the ramp.  We were advised the Methodist Foundation cannot help us with any cost of the ramp.  We have 
a donor wishing to donate $10,000 toward the cost.   A motion was made by Michael Blazier to not powder coat 
the ramp and we pay $7050 out of the building fund to build the ramp.  Valerie Harvey made a second and mo-
tion passed.  

SPRC 
No report.   

Trustee Report 
The pole under the walkway has been repaired and the limb that hit the chain link fence in playground removed.  
A church clean-up day is needed soon.  

Finance 
Valerie shared August Special Accounts and we all reviewed the budget accounts.  See attached reports.  Dalene 
advised the supplies for The Pony Express has been ordered and preparations have begun to launch the Pony   
Express Run on November 9, 2025. 

Charge Conference Reports 
Br. Bryan advised the Hub for our Charge Conference will be held in Star City on October 19 at 2:00 PM.  We      
reviewed the membership report, pastors compensation and trustee report.   We heard the nominations for the 
class of 2028 for the Executive Council.  SPRC, Anthony Brown, Trustee, Jamie Hunter, Finance, Amanda Gilbert.  
Tommy Maxwell will serve out Nominations, class of 2026, replacing Katelyn Martin.   New members of the    
Nomination Committee:  Liz Burnett, Nickie Owens & Beverly Burks.  A motion was made by Walker to accept the 
reports as presented with the possibility of updates to the trustee report.  John Kidwell seconded and motion 
passed.  



Executive Council Notes Cont. 

 

Pastor Report 

Br. Bryan reported on the wonderful Community Hymn Sing held this past Sunday!  Great turn out. 

Wednesdays are back with our kids.  We had 22 children and 15 youth.  All went great. 

His seven-week Bible Study on the book of Acts was well attended for the first meeting. 

The Men’s SS Class is growing. 

He is still enlisting people to join him on the England Trip in July 2026. 

Sole Purpose is October 5 from 2 to 4.  There will be one worship service that day.   

November 2nd The Methodist Foundation will be hosting a Planning Your Legacy Seminar in our church at 12:30 
PM.  Lunch and child care will need to be provided, however, the cost will be reimbursed by the Foundation.   

Children will sing in 11 AM service on October 12. 

Associate Pastor Report 

Pastor Lori is hosting Young Adult Bible Study tonight from 8 to 9. The class has grown from 5 to 7.  

The youth will have a silent art auction.  The art was donated by Nickie Owens‘s daughter, Stacy Owens. 

The youth are now helping with the after-school children’s program.  They are earning community hours needed 
for graduation while they help us with the program. 

Youth will be attending the David Leonard concert.  If Lori has any tickets left, she will be glad to sell them to 
church members.  It is a sell out crowd.  

A Ladies’ Bible Study will start on Mondays at 7 PM. 

Church t-shirts are on sale thru this week. 

Lori will be taking communion to our shut-ins this week.  

With no further business, Walker advised the next Council meeting will be October 14 at 6 PM.   

John Kidwell made a motion we adjourn seconded by Michael Blazier and all approved!   

Pastor Lori Fallon led the closing prayer.  

  



 


