Reflections
November 2025
870-367-2471
317 S. Main St.

9 AM Contemporary
10 AM Sunday School

MONTlCELLO 11 AM Traditional

Dear Church Family,

As we turn the calendar to November and enter a season of gratitude, | find myself giving thanks for the
many ways this congregation lives out its faith with generosity and grace. In worship, in service, and in
fellowship, we continue to see how the Spirit is moving among us—calling us to deepen our discipleship
and to invest in the ministries that make our church a beacon of hope in our community.

This month, we begin our annual Pony Express Stewardship Campaign, a time when we prayerfully
consider how each of us will support the ministry of our church in the coming year. The Pony Express is a
wonderfully personal way to share in this process: each household receives a saddlebag that travels from
member to member, carrying with it not only pledge cards but also the spirit of connection that defines our
congregation.

Stewardship is about more than budgets and numbers; it is a reflection of gratitude and trust. Every pledge
represents a commitment to God’s work through this church—whether that’s nurturing children in faith,
reaching out to those in need, or offering sacred space for prayer and worship. Each gift, no matter its
size, strengthens the ministry we share.

As you receive your Pony Express saddlebag, | encourage you to take time for prayerful reflection.
Consider the blessings you have received, and ask how God might be calling you to respond with
generosity and joy. Together, our collective faithfulness will enable the church to continue its vital mission
in the year ahead.

Thank you for your steadfast support, your prayers, and your participation in this meaningful season of
stewardship. May this November be filled with gratitude, hope, and renewed commitment to the ministry
we share in Christ.

Grace and peace,
Bro. Bryan




News & Updates FUﬂﬁY

MONTICELLO

November 2025

October was BUSY! We did lots of mission work, had Bible Study, dove deep into what it
means to give God all of the pieces of our lives (especially our broken parts), worshipped with lots of
other youth groups at “Fields of Faith” held at Hyatt Field plus had lots of fun & fellowship! Every
Wednesday our youth are either helping with kids ministry or helping get supper ready in the FLC.
Special thank you to Maggie for hosting our crew for our annual pumpkin fun! We painted & carved
pumpkins plus ate some yummy food & watched a movie. For mission work this month, our youth
helped with “Sole Purpose” and this year our youth chose to host the games at our annual FUMC
Halloween Fall Festival instead of going to the county fair as a group! It was so much fun and our
youth truly love helping out with the kiddos! Our month literally ended on Halloween with our
monthly prayer breakfast (thanks to Jack for devo)!

November is coming quickly with hopefully lots of cooler temps! We have a “Friendsgiving”
meal planned plus a game night and movie night in addition to Bible study, small groups, fellowship
and mission work! Our mission work in November is the giving out of Thanksgiving baskets to local
food-insecure families whose names we get from both school districts. With the devastating cuts, it
is so important that we share food with anyone we can and our group is blessed to help out with our
incredible church family’s support. The decorated bags (decorated by our children) will be available
on November g for you to take home & fill with non-perishable food. Please return the filled bag by
Sunday, November 23. We'll have our monthly prayer breakfast on November 21 and end our
month with a week long Thanksgiving break!

In closing, I want to share that one of youth was baptized on Sunday, October 26. What a
special day for all of us to share in DJ publicly saying YES to Jesus and being baptized. God is good
all the time and all the time, God is good. Please hold our youth and their families in your prayers.

Christ above all, Lori

Important
Reminders:

e November 9 - FUMY Game Night
& “Friendsgiving” Supper, 6-8 pm

o November 21 - 7:00 am Prayer
Breakfast, Fellowship Hall

¢ November 23 - FUMY Mission
Work: Thanksgiving baskets
(sorting, delivering & handing
out), 2-6:30 pm

¢ November 30 - FUMY Christinas
Movie Night & Supper, 6-8 pm

Snack Supper List:
November 2 Honey Talley

November 9 “Friendsgiving”
November 16 FUMY Parent
November 23 Jaime Hunter
| November 30 Jaime Hunter




WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 26™
THERE WILL BE NO AFTER
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES, HAVE A
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14™
5:00 PM

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
ALL ARE INVITED FOR A NIGHT OF
MUSIC, CELEBRATION, AND
REFRESHMENTS!

ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME TO JOIN US EVERY SUNDAY FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AT
10:00 AM ON THE 2"° AND 3*° FLOOR!

WEDNESDAY ACTIVITIES HAVE BEEN A BEAUTIFUL, FAITH FILLED JOURNEY OF
FELLOWSHIP FOR OUR CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND AMAZING VOLUNTEERS'! IF YOU HAVE
AN INTEREST IN GETTING INVOLVED ALWAYS FEEL FREE TO REACH OUT TO US!
QEMILY & MARY BETH




The Chancel Choir will present their annual Christmas cantata on Sunday,
g%t December 7. “One King” is a masterful composition that weaves intricate
N 8N melodies with profound lyrics to re-tell the timeless story of Jesus and his
<. birth. The Choir will be accompanied by Mary Donaldson, pianist, and

) :_' instrumentalists from the UAM Music Department. Please mark your

= calendars and plan to join us in the Sanctuary for this special service of
worship.

The Bells of Hope (Adult Handbell Choir) will ring during the Advent season,
beginning on Sunday, November 30 in the Traditional worship service.

We invite you to join us during the special Advent season for inspiring music
performed by our bell choir.

Wesley Heritage Tour with Rev. Bryan Diffee | July 8, 2026

Join Rev. Bryan Diffee on a Wesley Heritage Tour, starting at $5,146* from |
Little Rock, departing on July 8, 2026. You will see the English countryside :
of Coventry, the Cathedral, and the charred ruins of the old cathedral
standing side by side as a tribute to the indomitable spirit of the British
people. On to Epworth, the childhood home of John and Charles Wesley,
St. Andrews Church, Cotswolds, Stratford-upon-Avon,

William Shakespeare’s birthplace, where he also courted his wife, Anne
Hathaway, and Holy Trinity Church, where he is buried. Oxford is next,

Yestey Zkﬁzﬂy&

where you will see Christ Church College at Oxford University, the ancient
July 8 - 16, 2026

port city of Bristol, the “New Room,” which is the oldest Methodist build- —

ing in the world, Charles Wesley home, the spa town of Bath, where the
warm waters have refreshed, healed and much more!

* Register Early & Save

$150 Registerby-August 8,2025

$125 Register by September8,2025
$100-Register by October 8,2025

$75 Register by November 8, 2025

$50 Register by December 8, 2025

$25 Register by January 8, 2026

Full deposit required. Savings are deducted from the balance.

www.EO.travel

Click on this link to download the brochure
https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26 070826A 50390 Diffee Final.pdf

Wednesday Evening Church Meals

.?_ngm., 8l Weekly Wednesday supper is at 5:30 PM

A

If you are available to volunteer in the kitchen on Wednesday afternoons,
= vour help would be greatly appreciated. Call the church office 870-367-2471
S8 if you are able to serve in this capacity.

. S&= Below is the signup genius for desserts. Copy and paste the link into your browser.
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084EA4AE23A7FFC70-58215335-fumc



https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf

Sole Purpose

We did it again! Our annual Sole Purpose Event was held on Sunday, October 5,
and we were blessed to put shoes and coats on more than 260 children! This
was our biggest distribution ever. Thank you volunteers for showing up—your
commitment to this mission is phenomenal. In addition, we had so many
volunteers from other churches all over our county. Our church was packed
with people receiving, people giving. And there were smiles in abundance—
again, on those receiving and those giving. We are able to continue this mission
because of the generosity of our congregation. So...thank you, FUMC
Monticello!

SOLE PURPOSE

Mark your calendars for a very special event! On Thursday, November 13 at
6:00 pm, a Sole Purpose Appreciation Celebration meal will be provided to our
church family. This is a time to come together and say thank you to all who
volunteered, contributed or prayed for this mission. It’s a time to come
together to make suggestions to continue to improve our service. And it’s a
time to share what touched you the most. We look forward to being together
as one as we thank God that we are able to bless these families.

Feed Our Neighbors

More and more families are needing food. Any nonperishables you can
bring to the church would be used to help supplement the families’ bags we
fill who are food insecure.

Feeding the

CommmRIY " we really need your help at this time. Your gifts of food, your monetary
gifts, your prayers for our next steps so we can better help those we serve are essential
elements in this ministry.

You have always given your support in unbelievable ways. THANK YOU!!!

Specifically we are asking for 1 pound packages of rice and of beans. These items are filling
and nutritious and can help stretch meals.

The FON Ministry Team

“When you did it for one of the least of these, my brethren, you did it for me.”
Matthew 25:40




The recent AR Travelers to Maine enjoyed breath-taking views, delicious seafood cuisine, and the
comradery of our fellow travelers! God had His hand on us through lots of congested traffic,
twists, and turns. We were so thankful for the opportunity to see Maine and all it's beauty. It was
unanimous after 11 days of traveling, "there's no place like home!" We will be ready for our 2026
trip to Colorado Springs, CO next September. If you are interested in traveling with us, please
contact Dalene Stephenson at 870-723-0650.

The Libby Annulis Circle enjoyed lunch and a meeting at Hoots of
McGehee for their October meeting. Circle Leader, Brenda
Wright, led the business meeting and Trudy Jackson led us in a
scriptural devotion. We all enjoyed our lunch and the fellowship
with our Sisters in Christ. We invite all ladies of the church to join
us on the third Wednesday of each month at 1 PM in the Wesley
Room.

Last Row: Debra Burt, Mary Donaldson, Belinda Carpenter, and
Trudy Jackson

~ ) Center Row: Dalene Stephenson, Kelley Sayyar, Jessie Chappell,
\ Mary Kinaga, Louisa Smith, Brenda Wright, Susan Musick, and
Terri Montgomery

Seated: Linda Magness




Weekly Events

Sundays:

9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
10:00 AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s

Sunday School
5:30 PM FUMY Bible Study
6:00 PM FUMY Supper
6:30 PM FUMY Small Groups

Mondays:

5:30 PM Cub Scouts FH

6:30 PM Boy Scouts FH

7:00 PM Bible Study for Ladies

Tuesdays:
10:00 AM Prayer Team/weekly

12:00 PM Hopeful Hearts — 11/4

1:30 PM Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 11/4
1:00 PM Staff Meeting 11/4

6:00 PM Executive Council — 11/11

6:30 PM Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly
8:00 PM Bible Study for Young Adults FH

Wednesdays: Weekly

1:00 PM Libby Annulis Circle 11/19

3:30 PM Wednesday After-school Activities
3:30 PM FUMY Hang Time

5:30 PM Wednesday Night Supper

6:00 PM FUMY Midweek

6:00 PM Chancel Choir

6:30 PM Small Group FLC foyer

7:00 PM Bells of Hope

7:00 PM Praise Band

Thursdays:
11-12 PM Feed Our Neighbors

(Every other Thursday)

Communion in November
will be on November 2
during 9 and 11 AM
services.

Hopeful Hearts will meet on
' November 4 @ noon in the

Family Life Center.

Church Family Help Needed:

o Fill a decorated brown bag (or 2) with non-perishable items.

¢ Invite your neighbor to fill a bag
o Please bring your bag(s) to the Fellowship Hall by noon on
Sunday, November 23.

7\

e All items will be used to make Thanksgiving Baskets for food
insecure families identified through the schools in our area.
~y r"?f‘ j

n

September Giving General Fund

October 5, 2025 — $9,645

October 12, 2025 — $6,734

October 19, 2025 — $7,605

October 26, 2025 — $11,630

Four-week Total — $35,614

Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,827
YTD Giving $457,249

YTD Deficit $51,332

September Attendance

October 5, 2025:  Sole Purpose Sunday  11:00 AM — 115

October 12, 2025: 9:00 AM — 62 11:00 AM — 78
October 19, 2025: 9:00 AM — 82 11:00 AM — 56
October 26, 2025: 9:00 AM — 93 11:00 AM — 55




EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Walker Jarrett, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader Michael Blazier, SPPRC Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC
Tommy Smith, Trustees John Kidwell, Trustees Loyd Oxner, Trustees
Dalene Stephenson, Finance Leader Valerie Harvey, Treasurer Audrea Stephens, Finance

Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Meeting was brought to order at 6 PM by Walker Jarrett
Opening prayer by Br. Bryan Diffee

Louisa Smith, representing the Drew County Master Gardeners, presented a proposal for a Community Garden on
our property in the vacant lot next to FLC. The proposal is attached. The Executive Council was not fully present
at this meeting. An email vote will take place to approve. Those in attendance were favorable of the idea.

Old Business:
Concerning the WalMart credit cards that will be phased out, the office decided to use their Simmons Bank credit
cards for purchases.

Belinda Carpenter reported Sole Purpose 2025 was a great success with approximately 260 children touched by
kindness, shoes, socks, books, coats, and food. Belinda thanked all the volunteers and commented on how
faithful our members are to this big mission.

Walker discussed the high cost of insurance and the problems the conference encountered trying to get us a
group policy. We are stuck with this high cost for now. The conference is still trying to get us a better deal.

Compliments were given on the playground maintenance and the wood chips added to the fall zones. Tommy
Smith thanked Carole and Roger Dale Martin for providing a trailer to help haul chips.

Br. Bryan reported bathroom work started today at the parsonage.

The selling of vans, water discoloration in FLC, and the handicapped ramp has not happened yet but will be
handled in the near future.

Trustees
The leak in the foyer has been repaired.

Associate Pastor and Youth Report

16 ladies are in the “Traveling Light” Bible Study on Monday nights at 7 pm.

8 young adults “Experiencing the Love of Jesus” study and meal meet on Tuesday at 8 pm.

The Youth Group will attend “Fields of Faith” on October 22 and will lead games at the Fall Festival.

Thanksgiving Baskets to community will be given out November 23.
Halloween Fall Festival needs: candy, chili cooks, table decorations, decorated pumpkins.
We are looking for volunteers to partner with Miracle League on October 25 at 10 a.m.

SPRC
Br. Bryan reported things are going great with staff. Staff self-evaluations will be distributed at their next staff
meeting. Evaluations will be due at the December staff meeting.

Finance

Valerie Harvey reported the insurance premium is now $3700 a month!

Valerie gave her report on the special funds and Lynne had prepared the Income and Expense report for the
month.

Motion: Tommy Smith made a motion to accept both reports, Belinda Carpenter seconded and motion passed.




EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES CON'T.

Pastor Report
Br. Bryan reported The Pony Express will start it’s run on November 9. Posters and displays will soon be seen

around the church advertising our campaign fund for the coming year’s budget. He is anticipating using these
routes for connecting our members in social/fellowship events in the future as well.

The Men’s Summit will be held at 6 p.m. this Thursday. Hoping to rebuild the Men’s Ministry.

Charge Conference will be held Sunday, October 19, @ 2 p.m. in Star City. The Executive Council is encouraged to
attend.

An Advent Soup & Study will start soon.

Monday November 2 will be All Saints Sunday. We will honor those who have gone on to glory this past year.
The Methodist Foundation will host a meeting at 12:30 on November 2.

December 14 at 5 p.m. the children will present a Christmas Musical Program.

Our next meeting will be November 11 at 6 p.m.
Motion: to adjourn meeting made by Dalene Stephenson; Valerie seconded and motion passed.
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS.

FEED OUR NEIGHBORS

Join us on Thursdays to put together meals for local families in need.

BRENDA WRIGHT PHONE 504 812-2812

HOPEFULHEARTS

Widows/Widowers come together each month for a meal and
fellowship provided by volunteers,
LOUISA SMITH PHONE 870 723-3560

FEED THE KIDS
FUMC supports this non-profit organization by helping prepare food bags
for local children. The bags are sent home with students at their schools.

RENEE HOLLAND PHONE 870 550-1281

SHEPHERD CENTER HOST
FUMC hosts this event each October for community members over 50.
A variety of fun activities are planned each week on Tuesday.

DALENE STEPHENSON PHONE 870 723- 0650

SOLE PURPOSE

Provides shoes, socks, coats, Bibles, books, and hygiene kits for local
children in the community.

BELINDA CARPENTER PHONE 870 723-3980

UAM WESLEY FOUNDATION

Meals are provided for students at the Wesley Foundation Ministry
on the UAM campus.

DALENE STEPHENSON PHONE 870 723-0650

SENIOR CARE
Volunteers assist seniors with transportation to doctors and other
appointments and provide social outings for those who are able

SUSAN MUSICK PHONE 318 #47-9309

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ACTIVITIES
After school activities for children | Youth activities
Free meal for everyone | Birthday celebrations | Small groups

OFFICE PHONE 870 367-2472

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
Annual Craft Fair by the United Women in Faith to support missions.
TRUDY JACKSON PHONE 870 723-5052

CHILDREN’S LIBRARIES IN THE COMMUNITY

Children's books are placed in local public locations as
reading comers for children.

KATHY TUMLISON PHONE 870 723- 1054

BEREAVEMENT TEAM
Volunteers provide a meal for the family after the funeral of a loved one.

SANDY FUNDERBURG PHONE 870 723-1915

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES
Choir | Handbells | Praise Band | Children's Choir
KATHY LYON PHONE 870 308-1518

#oo{/fwf

317 S MAIN ST, MONTICELLO, AR 71655 | PHONE 870/367-2471 fumcmonticello.org

In EVERYTHING

1 Thessalonians 5:18




First United Methodist Church

Holiday Bazaar

Family Life Center

317 South Main
Monticello, AR
November 8, 2025
9:00—2:00

All proceeds go to missions!




Sun

|
All Saints Day

FUMC Workday 8:30a

6

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
7a FH

Set up for Bazaar FLC

7
Vendors check-in for
Bazaar 9a-5p FLC

8
United Women in Faith
Holiday Bazaar 9a-2p FLC

Ladies Bible Study 7p

2 Communion 3 4 Prayer Team |0a

All Saints Sunday Cub Scouts 5:30p Hopeful Hearts Noon

Collection for Shoe Box Boy Scouts 6:30p Staff Meeting Ip

Ministries Ladies Bible Study 7p Circle 3

FUMY activities 5:30-7p Wilma Hankins Circle 1:30p

9 10 I

FUMY Game Night 6-8p Cub Scouts 5:30p Prayer Team |0a
Boy Scouts 6:30p Executive Council ép
Ladies Bible Study 7p Young Adults 8p

Veteran’s Day

16 17 18

FUMY Bible Study 5:30p Cub Scouts 5:30p Prayer Team 10a

FUMY Snack Supper ép Boy Scouts 6:30p Young Adults 8p

FUMY Small Group 6:30 Ladies Bible Study 7p

23 24 25

FUMY Mission 2-6:30p School’s Out Prayer Team 10a
Thanksgiving Break School’s Out

30
FUMY Christmas Movie
Night 6-8p

EHC Workday FH
13 14 15
Thank You Celebration for
Sole Purpose Volunteers
6p FLC
Feed Our Neighbors | la
20 21 22
Feed Our Neighbors |la FUMY Prayer Breakfast 7a
27  Thanksgiving 29

28 Office Closed




