
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Church Family, 

As September arrives, we find ourselves in a season of transition. Summer days grow 
shorter, children return to classrooms, and the pace of our lives begins to shift again.     
The turning of the seasons is a reminder of the steady rhythm God has woven into         
creation, and it invites us to reflect on the ways God is at work in the changing seasons of 
our own lives. 

This month, our church enters a season of renewed ministry as well. Our worship,         
studies, and mission opportunities call us to center our hearts on Christ and to deepen    
our discipleship. September also marks the beginning of many of our fall ministries, and      
I encourage you to prayerfully consider where you might engage, serve, and grow. 

The Apostle Paul writes in Galatians, “So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us 
work for the good of all.” These words are especially meaningful as we continue to discern 
how our congregation can be a light in the community. Each of us has a unique role in 
bearing Christ’s love to our neighbors, and together we embody the church that God has 
called us to be. 

As you move through this season, may you notice the ways God is sowing new seeds of 
faith within you. May the Spirit grant you courage to step into new opportunities, and may 
Christ’s love guide you in every relationship and endeavor. 

With gratitude in Christ, 

Bro. Bryan 
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    Community-Wide Hymn Sing  
    Sunday, September 7 at 6:00 PM  
               First United Methodist Church  

    All are invited to a special  
     community-wide hymn sing as 

we             gather with various denominations 
    in our church sanctuary for an  
      evening of music, fellowship,   

    and worship.  

    Refreshments will be served       
    following the hymn sing.  

    Come and lift your voice in praise 
    with neighbors and friends from 

    across the community!  

Wednesday Evening  

Church Meals 

   Beginning Wednesday, September 3, 2025, we are moving our Wednesday supper 

   to 5:30 PM.  We will still have the great meals and hope to see everyone there.  

   If you are available to volunteer in the kitchen on Wednesday afternoons, your  
   help would be greatly appreciated. 

   Call the church office 870-367-2471 if you are able to serve in this capacity. 

 

 

AR Travelers of FUMC 

Looking for a great           
vacation this year? Join the 
AR Travelers of FUMC on a 
trip to beautiful Maine! We 

travel aboard a spacious                 
motorcoach. We will enjoy 

historic Portland             
Waterfront, visit Boothbay 

Railway Village, Explore 
Kennebunkport, and so 

much more! 

Departing from our church 

parking lot Friday,          

September 19 and           

returning Monday,          

September 29. The Cost is 

$1739 per person and      

includes hotels, most 

meals, tours, and tips.   

Contact Dalene Stephenson 

at 870-723-0650 for more 

information. 



 

                                          

 

 

Beginning Monday, September 8, at 1:00 p.m., 
Bro. Bryan will lead a seven-week Bible study on 
the Book of Acts, using the resource  
We Are the Church...Let’s Act Like It.  

Six copies are already available. If you would like 
to purchase your own, the book is available on 
Amazon at the following link:   

We Are the Church . . . Let's Act Like It: A Study on the Book of Acts: 

Pevey, Linda Tower: 9780835818834: Amazon.com: Books  

Wesley Heritage Tour with Rev. Bryan Diffee | July 8, 2026 

Join Rev. Bryan Diffee on a Wesley Heritage Tour, starting at $5,146* 

from Little Rock, departing on July 8, 2026. You will see the English    

countryside of Coventry, the Cathedral, and the charred ruins of the old 

cathedral standing side by side as a tribute to the indomitable spirit of 

the British people. On to Epworth, the childhood home of John and 

Charles Wesley, St. Andrews Church, Cotswolds, Stratford-upon-Avon, 

William Shakespeare’s birthplace, where he also courted his wife, Anne 

Hathaway, and Holy Trinity Church, where he is buried. Oxford is next, 

where you will see Christ Church College at Oxford University, the ancient 

port city of Bristol, the “New Room,” which is the oldest Methodist    

building in the world, Charles Wesley home, the spa town of Bath, where 

the warm waters have refreshed, healed and much more!   

* Register Early & Save 

$150 Register by August 8, 2025 

$125 Register by September 8, 2025 

$100 Register by October 8, 2025 

$75 Register by November 8, 2025 

$50 Register by December 8, 2025 

$25 Register by January 8, 2026 

Full deposit required. Savings are deducted from the balance.  

Click on this link to download the brochure  

https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf 

https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf


Memorials were  given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Bill Crain:   
Sandy & David Funderburg 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Charlotte McGarr 
Susan Musick 
Brenda Wright   

Maetta Snyder: 
Juanita & Jerry Webb 

 
Memorial given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor of:   

Jim Crossett: 
Brenda Wright 

Weekly Events 

Sundays: 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  
                       Sunday School 

       5:30            PM  FUMY Bible Study 
       6:00            PM  FUMY Supper 
       6:30            PM  FUMY Small Groups 
 
       Mondays: 
       1:00    PM  Bible Study (Beg. 9/8 for 7 weeks) 
       5:30    PM  Cub Scouts FH 
       6:30    PM  Boy Scouts FH 

Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts — 9/2 
1:30     PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 9/2 
1:00    PM   Staff Meeting 9/9 
6:00    PM   Executive Council — 9/9 
6:30    PM   Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly 
8:00    PM   Young Adults FH 

Wednesdays: Weekly 
3:30   PM   Wednesday After-school Activities 
3:30   PM   FUMY Hang Time 
5:30   PM   Wednesday Night Supper 
6:00   PM   FUMY Midweek  
6:00   PM   Chancel Choir 
7:00   PM   Bells of Hope 
7:00   PM   Praise Band 
6:30   PM   Small Group FLC foyer 

Thursdays: 
11-12 PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
              (Every other Thursday) 

 

Communion in August will 
be on September 7 during  
9 AM and 11 AM services. 
 

Hopeful Hearts will meet on  
September 2 @ noon in the 

Family Life Center.   

August Giving General Fund 

August 3, 2025 — $14,601.00 

August 10, 2025 — $11,263.00 

August 17, 2025 — $6,558.00 

August 24, 2025 — $6,265.00 

Four-week Total — $38,687.00 

Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,827 

Monthly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $51,253 

YTD Giving $363,960    

YTD Budget deficit $38,158 

This does not include the 5th Sunday in August 

 



               
 
 
 
     

Sole Purpose Event 

Sunday, October 5, 2025 

 We need your help!  We have over 400 school children registered for shoes 

and coats this year!  We need you to volunteer to be at FUMC on Sunday, 

October 5, to join in our annual mission of placing shoes, coats, books and       

Bibles in the hands of families needing our additional support. This is what our 

day will look like! 

Sole Purpose Schedule 

11:00: Combined church service 

12:00 : A quick lunch of hot dogs and fixings will be provided for our church    

    family following the 11:00 service.  We can grab some lunch,         

    commune a little, and finish setting up any areas that need completing! 

1:00:  Be in the sanctuary to choose where you would like to work.                    

  Job sheets will be provided so you can choose the area that best fits you. 

  Please park across the street from the church.  This allows space for  

  our guests to park in our parking lot. 

2:00:  Event starts 

4:00:  Event ends 

  Clean-up will follow. 

We expect a lot families to be in our church on this day. We need lots of          

volunteers ready to welcome and serve our neighbors. We can’t do this without 

lots of help so we hope to see you there!  

+++ 
VOLUNTEER JOBS 

FUMC Volunteers — What are you called to do? 
There’s a job for everyone during our distribution—for all ages.   

          Shoe distribution and foot washing 
    1. Running of shoes and water (16 years or older) 
    2. Family escorts 
    3. Number caller 
    4. Greeters inside and outside the church 
    5. Coat distribution 
    6. Book distribution 
    7. Serving hot dogs and drinks 
    8. Be on the playground with children 



               
 
 
 
     

Mission Minded Methodists 
Many of you individually and several of our Sunday school   classes have helped 

the Martinez family get back on their feet since the unexpected passing of     

Mr. Martinez. 

THANK YOU to JAMES TUMLISON and all who were a part of getting the    

plumber and the sewage line installed! 

THANK YOU to JULIE and TOMMY SMITH for gifting the Martinez family with a 

car. Theirs had been wrecked and getting to work was a struggle. 

Others of you have already been thanked for your gifts and your many acts of 

kindness toward this family. 

THANKS BE TO GOD for all of you! 

‘When you did it to one of these, my brothers and sisters, you did it to me.’ 

Feed Our Neighbors September 2025 
Helping 75 families every other week in a time when many are food insecure 
is a privilege. 
Our team comes regularly every other Thursday without a hitch and they set  
out the food, bag it, and distribute the bags. 
Food is more expensive and things are tighter, but the food is still needed for  
these Neighbors. 
Please consider giving a monetary gift or a gift of food. Here are a few we  
give out: 
5 oz canned chicken 
Canned vegetables 
Breakfast bars 
Crackers 
Vienna sausage 
 
Thank you to you who are already supporting this ministry by your prayers,  
service, gifts, and witness. 
The FON Ministry Team 
Matthew 25:40 
The King (Jesus) replies, "Truly I tell you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the  
least (the disadvantaged) of these my brethren, you did it to me.” 



  
  



  
  



         

 

 

 
 

Why is Summer is a Critical Time to Donate Blood? Let’s Dive In! 
Summer is a season of sun, travel, and celebration—but behind the scenes, it’s also one of the most challenging 
times of the year for the nation’s blood supply. 
While most people are planning vacations and enjoying time off, hospitals and trauma centers continue to operate 
around the clock, relying on a steady supply of blood to treat patients in need. Unfortunately, blood donations 
often drop sharply (by about 20%!) during the summer months, creating a critical gap between supply and         
demand. 

Why Do Donations Decrease? 
• School and College Breaks High schools and colleges are a major source of blood donations, often through 
       organized blood drives. When school is out for summer, these drives pause, eliminating a significant portion of 
       the donor base. 

• Vacations and Travel Regular donors may be away on vacation or busy with travel plans, making them less  
       likely to schedule or keep donation appointments. 

• Busy Schedules and Disruptions to RoutineSummer brings a change in routine for many people—kids are out 
       of school, outdoor activities take priority, and normal habits get disrupted. Blood donation often falls off the 
       radar during these months. 

• Extreme Weather In some areas, high temperatures or severe weather (like hurricanes or heatwaves) can  
       reduce donor turnout or force the cancellation of blood drives. 

• Lack of Awareness With attention focused on summer fun, many people simply aren’t aware that the need for 
blood remains constant—or even increases—during this time. 

 
Why Does the Need Increase? 

There are several factors that contribute to the heightened need for blood during the summer: 

• More Accidents and Emergencies Road trips and holiday travel significantly increase the number of motor    
       vehicle accidents—particularly around busy weekends like the Fourth of July. According to the National Safety 
       Council, July is consistently one of the deadliest months on U.S. roads. 
• Ongoing Medical Needs Surgeries, cancer treatments, and chronic conditions don’t take a summer break.    

Patients battling conditions like leukemia and other blood disorders rely on consistent transfusions regardless 
of the season. 

How You Can Help 
Donating blood is one of the easiest and most impactful ways to make a difference in your community. One        
donation can save up to three lives. The process is safe, simple, and usually takes less than an hour. 
 

Make a Lifesaving Choice This Summer 
Despite the seasonal slowdown, patients in hospitals still need blood every day for surgeries, trauma care, cancer 

treatments, and chronic illnesses.  Whether you’re a first-time donor or a regular supporter, consider adding a 

blood donation to your summer plans. You could be the reason someone gets to spend another summer with their 

loved ones. 

Blood Drive 

Sept. 7, 2025 8 AM to 1:30 PM 

Back Parking Lot behind 

Family Life Center  



         

 

 

 
 

 



 

Executive Council Notes 

  Class of 2025    Class of 2026         Class of 2027   

 Walker Jarrett, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader  Michael Blazier, SPPRC   Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC 
 Tommy Smith, Trustees    John Kidwell, Trustees        Loyd Oxner, Trustees  
 Dalene Stephenson, Finance Leader  Valerie Harvey, Treasurer       Audrea Stephens, Finance 
 Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor 
 Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor  
 

Meeting brought to order at 6:00 PM by Walker Jarrett 
Opening prayer by Bro. Bryan Diffee 

LeAnne Burch addressed the Council regarding the ramp from the Family Life Center and how hard it is for the elderly 
to get into the FLC because of how steep the ramp is.  James Tumlison spoke with Freedom Accessibility and the 
quotes are $17,050 for a commercial ramp with two turn platforms and to powder coat it an additional $11,300 and 
$19,750 for a VPL commercial ramp with upper and lower gates and two call boxes. 

Explore to see if there are grants available to help with costs either before work or after. Audrea to speak with The 
Methodist Foundation of Arkansas to get more information. 

Motion: A motion to accept the minutes from the July 8 Executive Council meeting and the July 29 Special Executive 
Council meeting made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by Valerie Harvey.  All in favor. None opposed. 

New Business  
• Playground Maintenance – the playground has been weeded and sprayed.  Looking into wood chips for play areas.   

Tommy Smith to speak with Paul Griffin since he did this the last time.  

• An assessment of the climbing equipment to be done. 

• One of the parsonage bathrooms needs the wood and tile replaced and the toilet replaced. There are two bids, 
one from the Escamillas and one from JB Construction. See attached bids.   

• Call to get on the agenda of Monticello City Council regarding the water issues. 

Motion: To pay for the bathroom repairs from the building fund made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by        
Michael Blazier.  All in favor. None opposed. 

Subsequently, the Executive council made the decision to go with the JB Construction bid via an email vote. 

SPRC Report  

• Due to budget deficits, the two positions of Children’s choir director and Children’s handbell choir director were 
eliminated.  Both employees were informed of this decision in July. 

Trustees Report  
• Still waiting for the Arkansas Conference to update churches on the insurance issue so that churches can make 

decisions before October 1, 2025.  Todd Burris is heading up this issue and will have updates soon.   
• Tommy Smith will work on list from tonight. It includes the ramp issues, wood chips, pole in parking lot that was 

hit, look into selling the two older vehicles. 

Motion: To sell the two older vehicles VIN Nos. 1FBSS31L91HB31853 and 1FDWE35L98DB03241 dependent upon    
value as determined by the trustee, Tommy Smith, made by Michael Blazier and seconded by Dalene Stephenson.     
All in favor. None opposed. 

Financial Report – Valerie Harvey gave report on July Special Accounts. Lynne Russell reported July 2025 Financials.  

Motion: A motion to accept July 2025 financial reports as presented by Michael Blazier and seconded by                  
Tommy Smith.  All in favor.  None opposed. 

 



Executive Council Notes Cont. 

 
Old Business 

Lattice on the parsonage deck and gutters still on the list of repairs needed. 

Stewardship Report 
This year, we are working on using Pony Express as our stewardship drive. It entails reaching out to individual        
members via teams and is different from what we have done the last few years. It is a hands-on program and gets 
members involved.  More information as we get closer.  There will be an initial cost, but the church will save money on 
printing and mailing costs. 

Pastor Report 
• Bro. Bryan and members will attend a One More Question meeting in Hamburg on August 17 from 2:30 to 5:00 

P.M. Meeting to discuss ways to ask One More Question regarding ministries – how to make better, how to start a  
ministry, what can be a catalyst. 

• Our nominations meeting will be on August 26, 2025 and September 2, 2025, if a second meeting is needed to 
have alternates to Annual Conference and new class for 2028. 

• On August 31, 2025, we will have our 5th Sunday combined service in the sanctuary at 10:00 A.M. with a potluck 
lunch to follow in the Family Life Center. 

• The Hymn Sing and Ice Cream Social has been moved to Sunday, September 7, 2025, at 6:00 P.M. since August 31, 
2025, is Labor Day weekend. 

• Our Wednesday kick-off church cook out is scheduled on August 27, 2025, at 5:00 P.M. in the Family Life Center. 
There will be games for the kids and information for families regarding the new Wednesday Activities schedule, 
which will utilize a Cokesbury VBS like program. The children will continue to sing in the service monthly beginning 
in October.  They will alternate between the services. 

• FUMC’s annual Charge Conference will be held on October 19, 2025, at 2:00 P.M. at FUMC in Star City.  There will 
be nine churches all together. 

• At our September Executive Council meeting we will have to confirm and sign our Charge Conference paperwork so 
that we can meet the October 3, 2025, deadline to have submitted. 
I will begin a seven week Bible study on Acts on September 8, 2025 beginning at 1:00 P.M. in the Fellowship hall. 

Assoc. Pastor Report 
• Beginning on September 3, 2025, the children for the Wednesday Activities will be dropped off by school bus. If 

parents do not want their children on the bus, they will provide transportation. Children will be picked up in the 
Fellowship Hall by 5:15 and supper will be moved to 5:30 P.M.  Volunteers needed for Wednesdays. Contact Emily 
Johnston.  FUMY will have a service hour from 4:00 to 5:00 P.M.  

• FUMC will help move in-coming students into Horsfall dorm at UAM on Saturday. 
• Young Adults will meet on Tuesdays at 8:00 P.M. beginning tonight.  We will have a Sign-Up Genius to feed them.  
• On Sundays, is it possible to start a valet parking service to help out older members? 
• FUMY will pack bags for Feed the Kids on September 3, 2025, at 6:00 P.M.  We need adults to help! 
• On Sunday evenings, FUMY has small groups for our teenagers.  We need a male leader for our boys. 
• Since I am no longer leading a Sunday school class, I will gladly lead a Sunday School class for women if the need 

arises. 

Motion: to adjourn made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by Valerie Harvey.  All in favor. None opposed. 

Meeting adjourned @ 7:33 P.M. 
Next meeting Tuesday, September 9, 2025 @ 6:00 PM  
Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 



 


