Reflections August 2025
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FUMC MONTICELLO

317 S MAIN 870-367-2471
9AM  CONTEMPORARY

10AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
1TAM TRADITIONAL

Dear Church Family,
Grace and peace to you in the name of Jesus Christ.

As we step into the final weeks of summer, I’'m reminded of the beautiful rhythm of the seasons and how
each one invites us into a different kind of reflection and renewal. August, in particular, carries that quiet
sense of transition. Vacations begin to wind down, school supplies start to fill shopping carts, and many of
us start looking ahead to a fuller church calendar.

| want to begin by saying how deeply grateful | am for the spirit of this congregation. Whether it's the joyful
sound of children during Vacation Bible School, the faithful presence in worship, or the quiet acts of
service that happen every day, | continue to see Christ alive in this community. Thank you for the ways
you live out your faith so generously.

This month brings a special opportunity to recommit ourselves to discipleship as we prepare for the start of
our fall ministries. Sunday School classes, small groups, youth activities, and outreach efforts are all being
prepared with prayer and purpose. | encourage you to find your place of connection and spiritual growth.
Whether it’s joining a Bible study, volunteering with our children’s ministry, or simply making Sunday
worship a priority again after the busy summer months, your presence matters.

The heart of our mission as a church remains the same: to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. In a time when so many are seeking hope, meaning, and belonging, the
work we do together is as important as ever.

As always, | ask you to be in prayer for our congregation, for our community, for our schools and
educators, and for those facing burdens known only to God. May our lives reflect the grace we have
received and the love we are called to share.

Blessings,

Bro. Bryan




August 2025

FUMY returned home from an AMAZING mission trip with Next Step
Ministries in Colorado Springs, CO, just before July begin and then proceeded to
have an outstanding July! Not only did we do some fun stuff but we did A LOTTTTT
of mission work & talked about knowing what our integrity is and how to be who
we say we are. Our mission work included our huge rummage sale & free day and
on July 16 we got to read with some kids attending “Project Transformation” at
Lakeside UMC in Pine Bluff. We are so thankful for all of the incredible donations to
our gigantic rummage sale! A HUGE THANK YOU to all of the people that came
and helped us get set up for the Rummage Sale plus shopped! It truly took a village
to get it all picked up & unpacked & set

out & organized & then cleaned up!

=, made $5,406.09 for missions and the
smiles from all of those that we gave free
stuff to was a priceless blessing! God is
W good all the time...and ALL THE TIME,
God is good For fun we went out to eat at
LaTerraza (after cleaning up a week’s work of rummage sale), went bowling, AND we
went swimming at Dr. Chambers’ enormous pool. What an amazing July!

We're already gearing up for August! Our annual FUMY Planning Day will
be on Friday, August 8 from 2-11 pm, where we will plan our youth calendar for
2025-26, enjoy some fellowship, elect our FUMY officers, decide our mission trip for
2026 and all our mission projects plus participate in Peter's Walk and have another
awesome around-the-town scavenger hunt! We welcome youth that are in the
7th to 12th grade to come & get to know our incredible group. We have so
much love to share! We have plans to go swimming at Montre Burnett's home plus
we'll be doing some meaningful lessons on what it means to be an image-bearer for

Christ & as always, we'll be having some fun, too! We'll end the month by resuming |

our monthly prayer breakfasts on August 29.
We cannot thank all of you enough for the many ways that each of you

supports our youth! Please continue praying for our youth. They are truly being the |
hands & feet of Jesus. What an amazing group that I get blessed to do ministry

with! May the Lord bless you & keep you .always!
Christ above all, xS

Reminders:

August 3: FUMY Swim Party
at Montre Burnett's home
August 6: FUMY

August 8: FUMY Planning Day
@ FUMC, 2 pm - 11 pm
August 10: FUMY to Pray
Around Town, plus eat supper
& have ice cream

August 13 & 20: FUMY Mid-
Week resumes, 5:30 - 7 pm
August 17: FUMY Sunday
night schedule resumes with
Bible Study, Supper & Small
Groups, 5:30 - 7 pm

August 27: FUMC
“Wednesday Night Kick Off”
supper @ FUMC (FLC),

5:00 - 6:30 pm

August 29: FUMY Prayer
Breakfast @ 7 am (FH)




FUMC
CHILDREN'S
MINISTRIES

JOIN US ON SUNDAYS!

CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL IS AT

10 Am ON THE 2*° AND 3%° FLOOR!
COME JOIN VS AS WE LEARN AND
GROW IN GOD'S LOVE TOGETHER!

JOIN US ON WEDNESDAYS!!

WEDNESDAY AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES WILL RESUME
SEPTEMBER 3*°, 2025

THERE WILL NO LONGER BE A CHURCH VAN PICKUP FROM THE

SCHOOLS, BUT BOTH MONTICELLO AND DREW CENTRAL HAVE

BUS ROUTES TO DROP THE KIDS AT CHURCH ON WEDNESDAYS!!

PLEASE PICKUP YOUR CHILD FROM THE FELLOWSHIP HALL AT 5:15!
ALL PARENTS AND CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE CHURCH
FOR DINNER IN THE FAMILY LIFE CENTER AT 5:30!

WE ARE SO EXCITED FOR A FUN FILLED YEAR TOGETHERI!

v-emu.v AND MARY BETH v




Join us on Wednesday,

August 27, at 5:00 p.m. as we
kick off the school year with a
celebration and cookout! Enjoy
fun, games, and delicious
hamburgers with all the fixings.

Informational packets will also be
available for parents whose
children will be participating in
our Wednesday afternoon

ministry this fall.

All are welcome—we look forward to a wonderful evening together!

We are asking for'
volunteers to help with
UAM move in day. If you

can help, please send your
“ name and email to
~Maggie at 870-723-4105.

August 16, 2025
5:00 AM-12:00 PM
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Wesley Heritage Tour with Rev. Bryan Diffee | July 8, 2026

Join Rev. Bryan Diffee on a Wesley Heritage Tour, starting at $5,146*
from Little Rock, departing on July 8, 2026. You will see the English
countryside of Coventry, the Cathedral, and the charred ruins of the old
cathedral standing side by side as a tribute to the indomitable spirit of
the British people. On to Epworth, the childhood home of John and
Charles Wesley, St. Andrews Church, Cotswolds, Stratford-upon-Avon,
William Shakespeare’s birthplace, where he also courted his wife, Anne
Hathaway, and Holy Trinity Church, where he is buried. Oxford is next,
where you will see Christ Church College at Oxford University, the ancient
port city of Bristol, the “New Room,” which is the oldest Methodist
building in the world, Charles Wesley home, the spa town of Bath, where

16, 2026

the warm waters have refreshed, healed and much more!

; r [
* Register Early & Save P l E’
$150 Register by August 8, 2025 e ( X .
$125 Register by September 8, 2025
$100 Register by October 8, 2025
$75 Register by November 8, 2025
$50 Register by December 8, 2025
$25 Register by January 8, 2026
Full deposit required. Savings are deducted from the balance. e LR ES el

Click on this link to download the brochure

https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26 070826A 50390 Diffee Final.pdf

Beginning Monday, September 8, at 1:00 p.m.,

Wel Ure e /s ch. .. Bro. Bryan will lead f':\ seven-week Bible study on
the Book of Acts, using the resource

LETS ACT LIKE 1T i

Six copies are already available. If you would like
to purchase your own, the book is available on

| A Study on the BOOK ACTS | Amazon at the following link:

We Are the Church . .. Let's Act Like It: A Study on the Book of Acts:
Pevey, Linda Tower: 9780835818834: Amazon.com: Books

LINDA TOWER PEVEY



https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.amazon.com/Are-Church-Lets-Act-Like/dp/0835818837
https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf
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Community-Wide Hymn Sing
Sunday, August 31 at 6:00 PM
First United Methodist Church, Monticello

é: All are invited to a special community-wide

_hymn sing as we gather with various

/denominations in our church sanctuary for an

“evening of music, fellowship, and worship.

Refreshments will be served following the
hymn sing.

Come and lift your voice in praise with
neighbors and friends from across the

commumty!

AR Travelers of FUMC

Looking for a great vacation this year? Join the
AR Travelers of FUMC on a trip to beautiful
Maine! We travel aboard a spacious
motorcoach. We will enjoy historic Portland
Waterfront, visit Boothbay Railway Village,
Explore Kennebunkport, and so much more!

Departing from our church parking lot Friday,
September 19 and returning Monday,
September 29. The Cost is $1739 per person
and includes hotels, most meals, tours, and tips.
Contact Dalene Stephenson at 870-723-0650 for
more information.

RFTHSUNDRY .,

GomBinedWorshipiService:

Join us on Sunday, August 31, for our
next 5th Sunday Joint Worship
Service. The service will take place at
10:00 am in the Sanctuary.

Following the service, we will enjoy a
delicious potluck lunch in the FLC.
All are welcome!




Weekly Events

Sundays:
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
10:00 AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s
Sunday School

FUMY — Times Vary, See Calendar
Tuesdays:
10:00 AM Prayer Team/weekly
12:00 PM Hopeful Hearts — 8/5
1:30 PM Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 8/5
1:00 PM Staff Meeting 8/12
6:00 PM Executive Council — 8/12
6:30 PM Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly
Wednesdays: Weekly
FUMY Midweek — Times Vary, See Calendar
Thursdays:
11-12 PM Feed Our Neighbors

(Every other Thursday)

Sylvia Farrar:
Sue & David Anderson

Andra & Danny Brown
Carolyn & John Bullock
Sonia Potter

Brenda Wright

Kenny Hudgens:
Kathy Norris
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Wednesday Evening

Church Meals

July Giving General Fund

Beginning Wednesday, August 27, 2025, we are
moving our Wednesday supper to 5:30 PM. We will
still have the great meals and hope to see everyone

there.

If you are available to volunteer in the kitchen on

Wednesday afternoons, your help would be greatly

appreciated.

Call the church office 870-367-2471 if you are able

to serve in this capacity.

and 11 AM services.

July 6, 2025 — $10,953.00

July 13,2025 — $8,321.00

July 20, 2025 — $11,127.00
July 27,2025 — $7,339.00
Four-week Total — $37,740.00

Weekly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $11,827
Monthly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $51,253

Total 2025 Giving $323,169
Budget deficit $31,641

Communion in August will
be on August 3 during 9 AM

Hopeful Hearts will meet on
August 5 @ noon in the

Family Life Center.




SOLE PURPOSE

Thank you, thank you for the donations our church family has been making toward our

next Sole Purpose event. Now is the time we start making our purchases of coats and
shoes for our community’s boys and girls. On Sunday, October 5, we will be opening

our doors to our community and we want to be ready.

This week, registration sheets were delivered to the three elementary schools in our
county. By the end of August, we will know an approximate number of children who
would like to receive these items. Although we try to purchase items all year long as
they go on sale, the end of August will find us really making the big purchases.

How can you help? If you see coats or shoes at a reasonable price, call or text
Belinda Carpenter at (870-723-3980) and the right team members will be notified.
We need the help of anyone who can help find these items.

How can you help? Mark your calendar for October 5. We will need ALL of you to help
with this mission. The schedule of the day will be coming to you soon but know that we
will have lunch for all volunteers prior to the event —and then we, as a church family,
will be ready to open our doors and our arms wide to the community.

How can you help? Your monetary donations make this mission possible.

Would you like to see what progress we have already made? Then, please, step inside
the former preschool room in the Family Life Center. There you will see the books that
have gathered, the coats that have been purchased or washed and cleaned, the socks
that we have had donated—you will see that work has been going on all year long in
preparation for our one big day distribution.

October 5 will be one of the most exciting days in the life of our church. It is the day
that we come together to do the work of Jesus Christ.

We are blessed to be a blessing.




EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Walker Jarrett, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader Michael Blazier, SPPRC Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC
Tommy Smith, Trustees John Kidwell, Trustees Loyd Oxner, Trustees
Dalene Stephenson, Finance Leader Valerie Harvey, Treasurer Audrea Stephens, Finance

Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

July 8, 2025
Meeting brought to order at 6:03 PM by Walker Jarrett
Opening prayer by Bro. Bryan Diffee

Motion: A motion to accept the minutes from the June Executive Council meeting made by Valerie Harvey
and seconded by Belinda Carpenter. All in favor. None opposed.

New Business
e The playground and yard needs attention. Lynne to call Jose Escamilla to get work completed. The
contract should not have had any changes to the playground and other yard areas.

SPRC Report

No report given.

Trustees Report

e The Arkansas Conference believes that the insurance issue should be completed for churches to make
decisions before October 1, 2025. Todd Burris is heading up this issue and will have updates soon.

e We are working on the survey to update actual values for building, the organ, and the stained-glass
windows. The survey will be sent in once it is completed. Tomorrow is the target.

e The umbrella insurance policy price is increasing from $350 to $750.

Financial Report — Valerie Harvey gave report on June Special Accounts.
Lynne Russell reported June 2025 financials.

Motion: A motion to accept June 2025 financial reports as presented by Michael Blazier and seconded by
Tommy Smith. All in favor. None opposed.

Dalene Stephenson reported on the financial meeting that occurred on June 25, 2025. In attendance was
Bro. Bryan, Dalene Stephenson, Valerie Harvey, and Audrea Stephens. After a discussion on several
possibilities to restructure or cut programs, it was decided that a special meeting would be held on Tuesday,
July 29, 2025, to make a final decision on how these ideas should be implemented.

Old Business

¢ The sensory room wall is complete.

e Lattice on the parsonage deck and gutters still on the list of repairs needed.

e Steven Harvey has taken the bus to Ryburn to get six new tires and an alignment. Work is completed and
the cost was $1599.29




EXECUTIVE COUNCIL NOTES CON'T.

Pastor Report
e Bro. Bryan will be on vacation July 15 through July 20, and Lori Fallon will preach on July 20, 2025.

e Mission U will be the following week, and | will attend virtually. Gretchen Diffee will attend in person for
UWF.

e Bysummer’s end, | hope to hold another “It’s History” evening meeting.

e There will be a seven (7) week Fall Bible study beginning on September 8, 2025, at 1 PM. Following that
an Advent study in December. The Advent study will be at lunchtime with the study following a meal.

e There is a Men’s Sunday School class on Sunday mornings in the conference room across from the church
office.

o If anyone is interested in the trip to England, it will be July 8 through July 16, 2026, with an optional side
trip to Ireland. There are flyers with all the information available. Prices will go up the later you register.

e A NOW -- Nurture, Outreach, Witness -- meeting is set for July 9 at 6:00 PM to discuss new ideas,
restructure, and how we work together.

Assoc. Pastor Report

e Mission Trip will leave for Colorado on June 21 at 9:00 AM and return on June 28. In Colorado to work
with Next Step Ministries.

e The rummage sale will be held on Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 12 from 6:30 AM to 1:00 PM. On
Saturday everything will be free, and all proceeds go to the Youth Mission Fund.

e OnlJuly 16, 2025, the youth will travel to Pine Bluff to do mission work for Project Transformation. Then
go on to Little Rock for Youth Fun Time.

e Bryan and | had a meeting with Dee Dee Autry regarding the churches in Dermott, Montrose, and
Wilmot. Maggie Brown and | have been assigned to serve these churches twice a month. Maggie will at-
tend on the first Sunday and | will attend on the third Sunday of every month.

e OnlJuly 20, 2025, during the 9:00 AM service, Peyton Arnold will be baptized.

e My family leaves for vacation following the 9:00 AM service on July 20. We travel to South Korea to join
Sydney, and | will return on August 1, 2025. Maggie Brown will teach the Sunday youth activities for
July 20 and July 27.

e Took a survey of the Enneagram class and will probably start another class in September. Details to
follow.

e The Building Hope for Young Families & Professionals Sunday School Class is not meeting at this time.
Bro. Bryan has started a Men’s Sunday School class that is meeting in the conference room.

Praise Report
¢ We baptized Theo David Hockaday on June 29, 2025, in the joint 9:00 AM service. There were about 140

in attendance for the service and the brunch that followed.
e Terri Montgomery joined the church as of June 15, 2025, and we had a new family, the Lemley family,
visit a few times.

Motion: to adjourn made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by Valerie Harvey. All in favor.
None opposed.

Meeting adjourned @ 7:05 P.M.

Next regular meeting Tuesday, August 12, 2025 @ 6:00 PM

Special Meeting Tuesday, July 29, 2025 @ 6:00 PM

Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon




First United Methodist Church of Monticello

08/01/2025
Dear Members of FUMC Monticello,

As part of our ongoing efforts to be responsible stewards of the financial resources
entrusted to our church, the Finance Committee and Church Leadership have had to
make some difficult decisions. After much prayer, discussion, and discernment, we have
made the decision to release two part-time staff positions from our payroll: the
Children's Choir Director and the Children's Handbell Director.

This decision was not made lightly. These roles have provided valuable contributions to
the spiritual and musical life of our children, and we are deeply grateful for the time,
energy, and love these staff members have poured into our young people. However,
current financial constraints require us to make adjustments to ensure the long-term
health and sustainability of our ministry programs and church operations.

While this change is difficult, it is also a part of our broader effort to reimagine how we
can most faithfully serve our children and families within the resources we have. We
remain fully committed to the growth and vibrancy of our Children’s Ministry. We are
actively exploring creative ways to continue offering meaningful, enriching experiences—
through volunteers, lay leadership, and our current children’s ministry team.

We are hopeful and excited about the future of our Children’s Ministry and are confident
that, together, we can build something both sustainable and spiritually impactful. As
always, we invite your prayers and continued support as we move forward.

Thank you for your understanding, your grace, and your unwavering commitment to the
mission of FUMC Monticello.

Dr. Walker Jarrett
Staff Parish Relations Committee- Chair
First United Methodist Church Monticello




Blood Drive
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A CRITICAL TIME TO DONATE BL @?
@Llfefhare

Sept. 7, 2025 8 AM to 1 PM

Back Parking Lot behind

Family Life Center

Why is Summer is a Critical Time to Donate Blood? Let’s Dive In!
Summer is a season of sun, travel, and celebration—but behind the scenes, it’s also one of the most challenging
times of the year for the nation’s blood supply.
While most people are planning vacations and enjoying time off, hospitals and trauma centers continue to operate
around the clock, relying on a steady supply of blood to treat patients in need. Unfortunately, blood donations
often drop sharply (by about 20%!) during the summer months, creating a critical gap between supply and
demand.

Why Do Donations Decrease?
e School and College Breaks High schools and colleges are a major source of blood donations, often through
organized blood drives. When school is out for summer, these drives pause, eliminating a significant portion of
the donor base.

e Vacations and Travel Regular donors may be away on vacation or busy with travel plans, making them less
likely to schedule or keep donation appointments.

e Busy Schedules and Disruptions to RoutineSummer brings a change in routine for many people—kids are out
of school, outdoor activities take priority, and normal habits get disrupted. Blood donation often falls off the
radar during these months.

e Extreme Weather In some areas, high temperatures or severe weather (like hurricanes or heatwaves) can
reduce donor turnout or force the cancellation of blood drives.

e Lack of Awareness With attention focused on summer fun, many people simply aren’t aware that the need for
blood remains constant—or even increases—during this time.

Why Does the Need Increase?
There are several factors that contribute to the heightened need for blood during the summer:

e More Accidents and Emergencies Road trips and holiday travel significantly increase the number of motor
vehicle accidents—particularly around busy weekends like the Fourth of July. According to the National Safety
Council, July is consistently one of the deadliest months on U.S. roads.

e Ongoing Medical Needs Surgeries, cancer treatments, and chronic conditions don’t take a summer break.
Patients battling conditions like leukemia and other blood disorders rely on consistent transfusions regardless
of the season.

How You Can Help

Donating blood is one of the easiest and most impactful ways to make a difference in your community. One
donation can save up to three lives. The process is safe, simple, and usually takes less than an hour.

Make a Lifesaving Choice This Summer
Despite the seasonal slowdown, patients in hospitals still need blood every day for surgeries, trauma care, cancer

treatments, and chronic illnesses. Whether you’re a first-time donor or a regular supporter, consider adding a
blood donation to your summer plans. You could be the reason someone gets to spend another summer with their
loved ones.




Every Tuesday in October

0:00 am to Noon
Age 50 plus

A Community Event held at
First United Methodist
Family Life Center
We invite you to join us for Trivia, Bingo,

Cards, Dominoes, Crafts, Line Dancing,
and so much more!

b Muai ",




Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Worship Times | 2
9:00 AM FLC Showers open 7a-noon
10:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Sanctuary
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Communion Prayer Team |10a FUMY Swim Party 5p Showers open 7a-noon
FUMY Fun Outing Hopeful Hearts Noon Info meeting for England FUMY Planning Day 2p
Wilma Hankins 1:30p trip 6p
Small group 6:30p Chancel Choir 6p

Praise Band 7p
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Blessing of the School Starts Prayer Team 10 a FUMY Mid-Week 5:30p | FON Ila Showers open 7a-noon | UAM move-in day
Backpacks both services | Drew Central Staff Meeting | p Chancel Choir 6p 8ato 12p
FUMY Pray around Monticello Executive Council 6p Praise Band 7p
Town 5:30p Small group 6:30p
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
FUMY Bible Study 5:30p | UAM starts Prayer Team 10 a Pinnacle Pt. CPR FH 12p Showers open 7a-noon
FUMY Supper 6:10 p Small group 6:30p FUMY Mid-Week 5:30p
FUMY Small Groups Chancel Choir 6p
6:30p Praise Band 7p
24 25 26 27 Bask-to-School 28 29 30
FUMY Bible Study 5:30p Prayer Team 10 a Cockout 5p FON lla FUMY Prayer Breakfast
FUMY Supper 6:10 p Circle 3 6p Chancel Choir 6p 7a

FUMY Small Groups
6:30p

Small group 6:30p

Bells of Hope 7p
Praise Band 7p

Showers open 7a-noon

31

Sanctuary Service 10 a
Fifth Sunday Potluck Ila
Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing /
lce Cream Social 6p




