
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hey Friends, 

As the new appointive year begins, I am pleased to share that Pastor Lori and I have been              
reappointed to serve as your pastors here at FUMC Monticello. I will be entering my sixth year, and 
Pastor Lori will be entering her ninth year with this congregation. In addition to her role at FUMC 
Monticello, Pastor Lori will also be serving the Delta Charge—comprising the churches in Dermott, 
Wilmot, and Montrose—alongside Maggie Brown. 

Maggie will travel the circuit on the first Sunday of each month, while Pastor Lori will do so on the 
third Sunday, presiding over the table during her visits. This arrangement is designed to ensure that 
the congregations of the Delta Charge continue to have consistent pastoral leadership and     
preaching presence. 

As we begin this new year together, my prayer is that we grow in our attentiveness to Nurture,  
Outreach, and Witness as a congregation. As Methodists, we are called to “watch over one another 
in love.” When each of us joins in this work, we embody that calling in powerful ways. 

There are still many in our community who need to hear the good news of Jesus Christ. I believe 
that, by working together, we can faithfully share that message and extend Christ’s love to others. 

Please continue to pray for me, as I will continue to pray for you. I trust that this coming year will be 
filled with grace, growth, and new opportunities to serve. 

Blessings,  

Bro. Bryan 
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The 2025 Arkansas Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church opened with sessions for the clergy, laity, and ministry  
orders. During the Clergy Session, Rev. Jim Polk was honored 
with the Jim Beale Barnabus Award for his encouragement and 
support of clergy across Arkansas. In the Laity Session, led by 
Conference Lay Leader Kathy Conley, presentations were given 
by Lay Servant Ministries, the Board of Laity, and lay members of 
the General Conference delegation. Fifteen laypersons shared 
stories of ministry and celebration from their local churches.  

Bishop Laura Merrill, presiding over three annual conferences,  
reflected in her address on the sustaining power of God’s grace, 
saying, “The abundant, extravagant grace of God… has           
overflowed, inspired, and truly carried me.” The Ordination    
Service featured a 30-member choir and a sermon from          
Bishop Merrill that drew from her personal ordination experi-
ence and 2 Corinthians 3:17–4:2.  

The second day began with a Juneteenth celebration led by    
Rev. Danita Waller-Paige, followed by laity and youth reports           
highlighting ministry in challenging spaces. Dr. Ron Bell led two 
educational sessions focused on emotional health and conflict. 
Business sessions included updates from Rev. Zach Roberts and 
messages from Committee on Episcopacy chairs Karon Mann and 
Rev. Mark Norman. Bishop Merrill was recognized for her           
extensive travel and leadership, and presented with a gift card 
for rest and renewal. It was also announced that she had been 
elected president of the South Central Jurisdiction College of 
Bishops.  

Rev. Mark Norman, the first African-American to chair the          
Arkansas Board of Ordained Ministry, celebrated those          
completing and beginning the ordination process. Amidst heavy 
rain, the Conference honored retiring clergy from 2024 and 
2025, celebrating their years of service. The Annual Conference 
body voted on four constitutional amendments passed by the 
General Conference.  

The final day began with worship featuring the hymn I Sought 
the Lord. Rev. Maxine Allen opened the business session with a 
report from the Board of Trustees. Reports followed from Global          
Ministries, COSROW (given by Sarah Argue), the Committee on 
Disability Concerns, and United Women in Faith. A moving          
Celebration of Life Service honored those who entered the 
Church Triumphant, with Rev. Jaimie Alexander leading and   
Bishop Merrill reading the names.  

In the concluding session, a new marketing and communications 
initiative was introduced, aligned with the conference’s guiding 
statement: Following Jesus. Loving People. Sharing Grace. The   
conference concluded with the setting of appointments and a 
commissioning to continue living out the mission in every corner 
of Arkansas.  

We are excited to share that our church was           

recognized as a 5-Star Board of Global Ministries 

Church at this year's annual conference!  

This recognition signifies our commitment to global        

missions. To achieve this, we met the following      

criteria:  

 * Paid 100% of the Arkansas Tithe Initiative  

 * Contributed to UMCOR Sunday  

 * Contributed in each of the following five 
     mission categories:  

 1. One UMCOR Project  

 2. One national Advance project outside the 
      bounds of the South Central Jurisdiction 

 3. One international Advance project  

 4. Attended Mission U or participated in  
      Ingathering  

 5. Supported a Global Ministries missionary 



                                           

 

                  The FON Ministry Team 
 
 
 
School is out. At our last FON food distribution, we gave out a dozen more bags than we usually do. 
(That isn’t difficult, but one of us prepared those extra bags because the rest of the crew had gone 
home.) 
 
We will be better prepared in July; we will prepare extra bags while we are working together. Our 
FON team is such a pleasant group to be around as they put out food and fill bags. 
 
Many thanks, Team Members! 
 
Thank you CHURCH FAMILY for your many prayers for this ministry and for your financial support. 
 
MANY THANKS, too, to those of you who brought requested canned foods AND peanut butter. 
(Louisa and Paul Smith keep our pantry stocked with Peanut Butter. Thank you, sincerely!) 
 
Canned chicken and canned fruit is always needed. Thank you!  
 
In Christian love, 
FON Ministry Team 
“As you did it to one of the least of these, my brethren, you did it to me.”  Matthew 25:40 

Wesley Heritage Tour with Rev. Bryan Diffee | July 8, 2026 

Join Rev. Bryan Diffee on a Wesley Heritage Tour, starting at $5,146* 

from Little Rock, departing on July 8, 2026. You will see the English    

countryside of Coventry, the Cathedral, and the charred ruins of the old 

cathedral standing side by side as a tribute to the indomitable spirit of 

the British people. On to Epworth, the childhood home of John and 

Charles Wesley, St. Andrews Church, Cotswolds, Stratford-upon-Avon, 

William Shakespeare’s birthplace, where he also courted his wife, Anne 

Hathaway, and Holy Trinity Church, where he is buried. Oxford is next, 

where you will see Christ Church College at Oxford University, the ancient 

port city of Bristol, the “New Room,” which is the oldest Methodist    

building in the world, Charles Wesley home, The spa town of Bath, where 

the warm waters have refreshed, healed and much more!   

Register Early & Save 

$150 Register by August 8, 2025 

$125 Register by September 8, 2025 

$100 Register by October 8, 2025 

$75 Register by November 8, 2025 

$50 Register by December 8, 2025 

$25 Register by January 8, 2026 

Full deposit required. Savings are deducted from the balance.  

Click on this link to download the brochure  

https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf 

https://www.eo.travelwithus.com/files/uploads/HE26_070826A_50390_Diffee_Final.pdf


 

 

 

AR Travelers of FUMC 

Looking for a great vacation this year? Join 
the AR Travelers of FUMC on a trip to     
beautiful Maine! We travel aboard a         
spacious motorcoach. We will enjoy historic 
Portland Waterfront, visit Boothbay Railway 
Village, Explore Kennebunkport, and so 
much more! 

Departing from our church parking lot       

Friday, September 19 and returning Monday, 

September 29. The Cost is $1739 per person 

and includes hotels, most meals, tours, and 

tips. Contact Dalene Stephenson at           

870-723-0650 for more information. 

Here are some pictures of the children's choirs singing at various performances 
through out this past year. If you haven't joined choir we invite you to join us on 
Wednesday afternoon after school.   
We will start back on August 27.  
For more information you can call Kathy Borchardt at 870-224-5631 or the church 
office.  

Mrs. Kathy  

Camp Tanako was home away from 
home the week of June 23-27 for  
Rosa Martinez, Cristian Martinez, 
Cariah Miller, and Cristina Martinez. 
Their smiles say it all!   



Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Faye Chandler:   Debbie Fowler:  
Joy & Dennis Holley  Juanita & Jerry Webb 
Juanita & Jerry Webb 

Von Eubanks:   Joette Furlough: 
Juanita & Jerry Webb  Joy & Dennis Holley 
Sylvia Farrar:   Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Barbara Boyd 
Gail & Randy Cockrell  Kenny Hudgens: 
Joy & Dennis Holley  Joy & Dennis Holley 
Kathy & Jere Johnston  Juanita & Jerry Webb 
Judy & Jack Lassiter  Ginger Wilkins 
Charlotte McGarr  Juanita & Jerry Webb 
Men’s Coffee Group 
Judy Murphy   Maetta Snyder: 
Susan Musick   Men’s Coffee Group 
Afternoon Owls EHC  
Diane & Mark Pennington Mary Jo Wisener: 
James & Kathy Tumlison Juanita & Jerry Webb 
Juanita & Jerry Webb 
     

Weekly Events 

Sundays: 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  
                       Sunday School 

       FUMY — Times Vary, See Calendar 
Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts — July 1 
1:30     PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Room 
  (will not meet in July) 
6:00    PM   Executive Council — July 8 
6:30    PM   Small Group FLC Foyer/weekly 
Wednesdays: Weekly 
FUMY Midweek — Times Vary, See Calendar  
Thursdays: 
11-12 PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
              (Every other Thursday) 

Communion in July will be 
on July 6 during 9 AM and 
11 AM services. 
 

Hopeful Hearts will meet on  
July 1 @ noon in the 

Family Life Center.   

May Giving General Fund 

June 1, 2025 — $7,848.00 

June 8, 2025 — $6,455.00 

June 15, 2025 — $6,623.00 

June 22, 2025 — $27,984.00 

June 29, 2025 — $19,471.00 

Five-week Total — $68,652.00 

Monthly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $51,253 

Total for 2025 $285,392 / Budget deficit $22,122.00 

 

 

 

Terri Montgomery 



 

 

 

 

June has been an exhilarating month at Camp De Soto, filled with three fantastic camps 
that have provided our Scouts with memorable experiences: First Year Camper,           
Wilderness Base Camp, and STEM Challenge Week. Our Scouts have thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves, embracing new challenges and adventures. For our newer Scouts, First Year 
Camper was an opportunity to focus on rank advancements, with classes in Pocket Knife 
Safety, Fire Building, Compass Navigation, Outdoor Code, Leave No Trace Principles, 
Cooking, and basic Outdoor Skills. They learned essential skills that will serve them well 
in their Scouting journey.  

 

 

 

 

Wilderness Base Camp offered merit badge classes in Forestry, Pioneering, Orienteering, 
Cooking, First Aid, and Nature. In addition to these educational opportunities, Scouts 
participated in water games, skill competitions, campfires, and enjoyed the delightful 
experience of making s’mores. It was a week filled with camaraderie and fun, allowing 
our Scouts to bond and grow together.  

 

 

 

 

STEM Challenge Week was a highlight, packed with activities in Space Exploration,       
Robotics, Architecture, Weather, and Environmental Science. Scouts engaged in       
hands-on projects, building catapults, bubbles, and towers using spaghetti and string, 
fostering their creativity and problem-solving skills. Troop 67 proudly earned the 'SUPER 
STEM TEAM' award for their exemplary camp inspections, enthusiastic participation, and   
outstanding behavior, showcasing their dedication and teamwork. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June's activities mark the end of Scouting for the school year, and we will take a           
well-deserved break until the end of August when school resumes. We want to extend 
our heartfelt gratitude to everyone for their support throughout the year in all our Cub 
Scouts and Scouts BSA programs. Your dedication and encouragement have made these 
experiences possible, and we look forward to continuing our Scouting adventures in the 
upcoming school year. Enjoy the summer break and see you in August!  



               
 
 
 
     

SOLE PURPOSE 

Thank you, church family, for your support for our next Sole Purpose distribution.  So far, we 

have raised $1696 in our First Sunday offerings.  We will have 3 more first Sunday offerings  

before our next event. So, thank you! 

And there are other ways to help with this mission.  If you know of  any good sources for       

purchasing coats or shoes, please share that information with the appropriate team members.  

Currently, we try to find shoes and coats that we can purchase for $15-$20.   We purchase 

when we can find these items on sale or from sources that sell these items at a discount price.  

You can help us find these sources!  Below you will find the team members that you may      

contact.  And if you would like to join one of these teams, that would be wonderful!  Contact 

Belinda Carpenter if you would like to work on the front end of this mission.  Help is always 

needed. 

 Coat Team      Shoe Team 

 Kathy Johnston     LeAnne Burch 

 Brenda Wright     Julie Smith 

 Renee Treadwell     Emily Johnston 

 Mary Kinaga     Beth Jarrett 

 Trudy Jackson 

As we prepare for the October distribution, please share any thoughts or suggestions for this 

next event.  Your input can make this “really good” day even better! 

Thank you to the mission minded Methodists 

who worked to complete the wall dividing our 

old preschool room into two spaces! Frank and 

Cole Hawkins constructed the wall, John Kidwell 

and James Tumlison floated the sheetrock, and 

Dave Carpenter sanded and prepped for painting.  A group of willing      

volunteers painted so we can put together our new sensory room.                      

A Special thanks to Max Fuqua! The volunteers also sorted 

coats, planned, and made decisions for 

this year's Sole Purpose event on     

Oct. 5. Repurposing the preschool 

room inspired a new look for the hall 

also, watch for it!  



 

Executive Council Notes 

  Class of 2025    Class of 2026         Class of 2027   

 Walker Jarrett, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader  Michael Blazier, SPPRC   Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC 
 Tommy Smith, Trustees    John Kidwell, Trustees        Loyd Oxner, Trustees  
 Dalene Stephenson, Finance Leader  Valerie Harvey, Treasurer       Audrea Stephens, Finance 
 Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor 
 Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor  
 

 Meeting brought to order at 6:01 PM by Walker Jarrett 
 Opening prayer by Bro. Bryan Diffee 

 Motion: to accept the minutes from the May Executive Council meeting made by Dalene Stephenson 
 and seconded by John Kidwell.  All in favor. None opposed. 

 
Financial Report – Valerie Harvey gave report on May Special Accounts. See attached report. 
Lynne Russell reported May 2025 Financials. See the attached report.  Trying to keep spending to a 

 minimum. 

Motion: A motion to accept April 2025 financial reports as presented by Tommy Smith and seconded 
 by John Kidwell. All in favor.  None opposed. 

Old Business 
•  John Kidwell has completed the mudding on the Sensory Room wall. Kathy & James Tumlison will get 

 volunteers to get the wall painted. 
•  Sensory Room donation wish list items are beginning to arrive. There are seven items left on the wish 

 list. 
•  Lattice on the parsonage deck is still on the list of repairs needed. 

 Steven Harvey has taken the bus to Ryburn and Goodyear to get estimates on six new tires and an 
alignment. Both estimates are in the $1500 range.   

 Motion: to take the bus to Ryburn for six new tires and an alignment with the cost to come from  
 Special Funds/Van replacement account. 

 New Business  
•  Looking at the budget and tithes that have come in so far this year, we are about $41,000 below 

 where we should be.  There is still the PPP money that can be utilized if needed. The                          
 recommendation is that the Finance Committee should look at the budget and see if there are any 
 accounts that can be adjusted. 

•  A family that cannot make the trip to Maine has given their deposit of $300 to Vacation Bible School. 

 SPRC Report  

•  No report given. 
 
 Trustees Report  
•  No Report given.  
 



Executive Council Notes Cont. 

  
 Pastor Report 
•  Vacation Bible School is ongoing this week.  We have about 50 attending this year. 
•  Annual Conference is next month from June 18-20, 2025, in Hot Springs. Please be in prayer for this 

 conference. We are well represented this year with myself, Lori Fallon, Maggie Brown, Michael        
 Blazier, Mallory Fallon, Presley Wagner attending from this church and Julie Smith representing Chair 
 of Camping and Retreat Ministries and Hannah Diffee representing SAU Wesley Foundation. 

•  On Thursday, June 12, Mackey Yokum stopped by to give a presentation on FUMC’s portfolio.    
•  I am writing a grant to help finance a mission/fact finding trip to Uganda to see John Mpandi about 

 the orphanage/music school. Lori and I had a video call with him to see what he is doing there to help 
 the children that come from the slums. They are cooking at night in the street for the next day’s 
 meals.  John Mpandi would like to purchase land and build a permanent structure to house the school 
 and children.  We would need to fundraise to finance the trip over and above any grant awarded. 

•  I will be hosting a trip to England with Wesley Heritage Tours. Information coming out soon. 

•  Fan the Flame dates didn’t work out this year. We are working on something different.  
•  A three-question survey link went out to get some feedback on ministry teams together going         

 forward. 
•  The Joette Furlough memorial will be Saturday, June 21, 2025, with a family meal to follow in the 

 Family Life Center. 
 

 Assoc. Pastor Report 
•  Fourteen from the Youth are helping with VBS along with adults.  It was intergenerational. 
•  On Wednesday, June 4, we welcomed our new 7th graders to Youth Group. 
•  Mission Trip will leave on June 21 at 9:00 AM and return on June 28.  We will travel to Colorado to 

 work with Next Step Ministries. 
•  The rummage sale will begin receiving rummage on July 6 after services. The rummage sale will be 

 held on Friday, July 11 and Saturday, July 12 from 6:30 AM to 1:00 PM.  Saturday everything will be 
 free. 

•  Our Youth will be traveling to Pine Bluff on Wednesday, July 16 to do Mission Work for Project Trans
 formation.  They will be reading to the children.  Hannah Diffee is interning with Project  

 Transformation this summer. 
•  The Jaci Calhoun Oxner scholarship was awarded to Jack Nickolson on June 1, 2025, in the 11:00 AM 

 service. 
•  Bryan and I had a meeting with Dee Dee Autry regarding the churches in Dermott, Montrose, and  

 Wilmont.  Maggie Brown and I have been assigned to serve these churches twice a month.  Maggie 
 will go on the first Sunday and I will be go on the third Sunday of every month.  
 

 Praise Report 
 Sole Purpose has partnered with Head Start/Save the Children.  This is a government program that 
 receives items to help preschool aged children.  When items are available, Sole Purpose will receive 
 items such as coats, socks, and shoes.  We already received Bomba socks. 

 
 Motion: to adjourn made by Valerie Harvey and seconded by John Kidwell.  All in favor.  
 None opposed. 
 

 Meeting adjourned @ 6:00 P.M. 
 Next meeting Tuesday, July 8, 2025 @ 6:00 PM  
 Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 



 


