
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friends, 

As April unfolds, we find ourselves in a sacred transition—moving from the reflective     
season of Lent into the triumphant joy of Easter. Throughout Lent, we have journeyed 
through prayer, repentance, and self-examination, walking with Christ toward the cross. 
This season has invited us to slow down, to look inward, and to renew our spirits.         
Now, as Easter approaches, we are reminded that the story does not end in suffering and 
sacrifice. It moves toward hope, renewal, and resurrection. 

Easter is the heart of our faith. It is the good news that sin and death do not have the final 
word—God’s love and grace do. In the empty tomb, we find the ultimate promise: new life 
in Christ. This is not just a moment to celebrate what happened long ago but a truth that 
continues to transform our lives today. Resurrection is about more than an event; it is a way 
of living—trusting in God’s power to bring light out of darkness, joy out of sorrow, and life 
out of death. 

As we step into this Easter season, I encourage you to embrace the newness God is       
offering. What needs to be renewed in your life? Where is God calling you to let go of the 
past and step into the future with faith? The resurrection reminds us that no situation is   
beyond God’s redemption. 

This Easter, let us celebrate with open hearts, rejoicing in the abundant life Christ offers. 
Invite someone to church. Share the hope of the resurrection with a neighbor. And most   
importantly, live as Easter people—people of love, grace, and resurrection power. 

May the peace of the risen Christ be with you this season and always. 

Blessings, 

Bro. Bryan 
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Save the Date/Upcoming Events 

Join us on for the final 

two Mondays during 

Lent at noon in the              

Fellowship Hall, April 7 & 

April 14, for a meaningful 

time of fellowship, study, 

and reflection.             

Each session will include lunch, a video, Bible study 

led by Brother Bryan, and personal reflections, using 

Franco Zeffirelli’s classic film Jesus of Nazareth.  

This Lenten study is designed to help us grow in    

Christlikeness and experience spiritual renewal.       

Graduates 

Please call or email your PreK,  
High School, Trade school, College,   
Masters, and Doctorate degree 
graduates so that we can celebrate 

with them in our May Newsletter. 

Office Phone: 870-367-2471 

Office email: 
lynne.russell@fumcmonticello.org 



 

                                          

 

    The FON Ministry Team 
 
 
 

The last Thursday in March, we were able to offer devotional materials to our        
drive-through Neighbors. Thank you to Susan Musick for gathering these materials.  

Susan has also recently visited with the Annswood resident manager. Whenever we 
have bags that no one picked up on any particular Thursday, we will take the bags to 
Annswood, open the bags, and place individual food items on shelves for the            
residents.  

Although only one Neighbor has said he is interested in helping with the FON garden 
we are planning, this project will move forward. James Tumlison is committed to    
plowing and getting the beds ready. We will help. We will plant only a few items. 
Thank you, James, for helping with this project.  

Please continue to pray for this ministry. “Speak to us, Lord, to do your will.  We, your 
servants, are listening.” 

FON Ministry Team 

“As you did it to one of the least of these, my brethren, you did it to me.”  
Matthew 25:40 



Children’s Choir 
 

 
 
 

All the Children's choirs were involved  in 
singing "Wade in the Water" to an        
enthusiastic congregation!   
Preschoolers also sang "This is the Day 
that the Lord has Made" It was a         
wonderful service of young voices singing 
for the Lord.  
Please join us next time as we sing and 
ring on Palm Sunday!  
In His name we sing,  
Mrs. Kathy   
870-224-5631  
 
 

 
 

 

 

AR Travelers of FUMC 

Looking for a great vacation this year? Join 
the AR Travelers of FUMC on a trip to     
beautiful Maine! We travel aboard a         
spacious motorcoach. We will enjoy historic 
Portland Waterfront, visit Boothbay Railway 
Village, Explore Kennebunkport, and so 
much more! 

Departing from our church parking lot       

Friday, September 19 and returning Monday, 

September 29. The Cost is $1739 per person 

and includes hotels, most meals, tours, and 

tips. Contact Dalene Stephenson at           

870-723-0650 for more information. 



Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Faye Chandler:   Carolyn Tilley: 
Susan Musick   Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Margaret Norton   
Diane & Mark Pennington Rick Wilson: 
Jan West   Margaret Norton 

Stuart Freguson:   
Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Jan West 

Kenny Hudgens: 
Chris & Buddy Barnett             Kay & Don Koen 
Kathy & Rex Borchardt              Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Carolyn & John Bullock              Pat & Jim McClain  
Debra Burt               Charlotte McGarr  
Liz & Scott Burnett              Susan Musick  
Judy Bynum               Margaret Norton  
Gail & Randy Cockrell              Diane & Mark Pennington 
Allison & Ryan Collins             Lauren Ross  
Suzan & Ron Collins              Patty Ross  
Cookie & Jim Crossett              Lily & Tim Shields  
Adalynn, Christine & Jeff Felts  Susan Smith, Randi & Brian  
Sandy & Don Felts              Linda Tabor  
Sandy & David Funderburg       Jan West  
Lisa & Cliff Gibson              Susan & Tom White  
Amanda & Blake Gilbert            Stacy & Shana Wilson  
Norma & Bobby Hales             Brenda Wright 
Judy & George Harris              

Weekly Events 

Sundays: 
9:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
11:00  AM  In-person & Online Service 
10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  
                       Sunday School 

      5:00            PM   Jr. High FUMY  
      5:30            PM   FUMY Small Groups 
      6:00            PM   FUMY Supper 
      6:30            PM   Sr. High FUMY 

Mondays:   
1:00    PM          Disciple Bible Study till 4/13 
5:30    PM          Cub Scouts FH 
6:30    PM          Boy Scouts FH 
7:00    PM          College Ministry Small Group 

Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team/weekly 
12:00  PM  Hopeful Hearts — April 1 
1:00    PM  Staff Meeting — April 8 
1:30     PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Rm April 1 
6:00     PM   Executive Council — April 8 

Wednesdays: Weekly 
3:30   PM   Wednesday After-school Activities 
3:30   PM   FUMY Hang Time  
5:00   PM   Wednesday Night supper  
5:30   PM   FUMY Midweek 
6:30   PM   Small Group 
Thursdays: 
11-12 PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
              (Every other Thursday) 

Communion in April will be 
on April 17 during the 
Maundy Thursday service at 
7:00 PM. 

Hopeful Hearts will meet on  
April 1 @ noon in the 

Family Life Center.   

February Giving General Fund 

March 2, 2025 — $19,227 

March 9, 2025 — $9,425 

March 16, 2025 — $8,725 

March 23, 2025 — $3,895 

March 30, 2025 — $10335 

Five-week Total — $51,607 

Monthly Amount Needed to Make Budget — $51,253 

Total for 2025 $141,167 



March was a month to remember for both 
Pack 69 and Troop 67, filled with incredible 
milestones and thrilling events! The Troop 
kicked things off with an engaging   Personal 
Management Merit Badge session led by 
Mr. John McClendon, diving into the world 
of checking, savings, loans, and stocks, with a new homework assignment to keep 
them on track for April.  

But the real excitement came on March 17, as 
Pack 69 held their much-anticipated Blue and 
Gold Banquet with the theme "Your Adventure 
Awaits!" Over 125 awards were presented,       
recognizing Cub Scouts for their hard work and 
dedication. The evening culminated in an           
unforgettable Crossover Ceremony, where five 
Cub Scouts, including the remarkable Eva, earned 
their Arrow of Light and crossed over to Scouts 
BSA. The  celebration marked a historic moment 
for our Pack, as Eva became the first female Cub 
Scout to earn the prestigious Arrow of Light!    
Having watched her brothers advance through 
the ranks to Eagle Scout,                                            
Eva is excited to carry on the family tradition with 
Scouts BSA by transferring to Troop 96G in      
Magnolia, the only female Troop in South          
Arkansas’ De Soto District.  

The momentum doesn't stop there! Troop 67 is 
eagerly welcoming four new Scouts – Jacob, 
Chaplin, Gatsby, and Whitt – as they attend their 
very first Scouts BSA meeting on March 31, and 
gear up for their first District Campout during the 
Spring Camporee at Lake Claiborne State Park, April 4-6. What an exciting time to 
be part of our Scouts community!  As always THANK YOU for allowing us to give 
these youth a wonderful Scouting experience and all the opportunities and        
adventures possible.  



 

Executive Council Notes 

  Class of 2025    Class of 2026         Class of 2027   

 Walker Jarrett, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader  Michael Blazier, SPPRC   Belinda Carpenter, SPPRC 
 Tommy Smith, Trustees    John Kidwell, Trustees        Loyd Oxner, Trustees  
 Dalene Stephenson, Finance Leader  Valerie Harvey, Treasurer       Audrea Stephens, Finance 
 Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor 
 Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor  
 

Meeting brought to order at 6:05 PM by Walker Jarrett 
Opening prayer by Bro. Bryan Diffee 

Financial Report – Valerie Harvey gave report on February Special Accounts.  Lynne Russell reported February 2025 
Financials.  
Motion: A motion to accept February 2025 financial reports as presented by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by  
John Kidwell. All in favor.  None opposed. 

Old Business 
• Sensory room wall has been finished except for drywall and paint.  Waiting for receipts from Cole Hawkins for   

materials.  Cole does not do drywall. Drywall could be up to $750 to finish. 
• Waiting for wish list for sensory room from Emily Johnston. Do we want to call it something else besides a sensory 

room? Maybe Childcare Room for children over four years. 

New Business  
• Do we have a vision/strategic plan to retain members and attract new members? Other churches seem to be   

thriving.  What are they doing that we are not? Is there something we could be doing? 
(We can emphasize what we are doing. Make sure friends/neighbors/community knows the good things we are 
 doing.  We have good things going on like Sole Purpose, VBS, Wednesday Activities.  Have events that target  
specific groups. Brainstorm ideas in future meetings.  Children and youth come without parents. How can we get 
the parents to attend?) 

SPRC Report  
No report given. 

Trustees Report  
• Tommy Smith reported that the trees will be removed tomorrow at a cost of $2500.   
• South facing nursery door lock was repaired.  It needs to have a striker plate installed. 

Pastor Report 
• The Staff meeting has been moved to the second Tuesday to coincide with the Executive Council meeting and we 

met today.  We looked at Holy Week and Easter planning.  Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be at 
7:00 PM. Easter services will be at 7:00, 9:00, and 11:00 AM. 

• Lenten Study began, and we had 25 attend the first week.  It is on Mondays instead of Wednesday because  
       attendance is usually low on Wednesday afternoons. 
• I’m meeting weekly with pastors from First Assembly of God and First Baptist at the Monticello Coffee Co.  
• SEARK Miracle League will begin Tuesday, April 8, 2025. See info sheet in newsletter. 
• We have begun putting Worship Notes for children in the sanctuary and Family Life Center. 
• Vacation Bible School will be June 9-13, 2025.  We will need volunteers. 
• Working on summer gap – program for children that need help during summer keeping up with their studies.  
• Books have been put in laundry facilities in Monticello for families.  James Tumlison has built bookcases and  
        Kathy Tumlison and other volunteers make the rounds to make sure books are available. 

 

 

 



 

Executive Council Notes Cont. 

Assoc. Pastor Report 
• The funeral for Debbie Nichols Fowler is this Saturday at our church. I will be officiating. 
• Baby shower for Laura Smith Hockaday on Sunday at 1:30 @ LeAnne Burch’s house. 
• Spring break week is March 24-28; no Wednesday activities on March 26. 
• There will be no communion on April 6. Instead, it will be during the Maundy Thursday worship service on April 17 

@ 7 PM in the sanctuary. 
• I am taking another course of study class. This class is on the books of Acts, the Epistles written by Paul, and  
       Revelation. 
• I took a group of youth to Pine Bluff on Sunday to help with Project Transformation – a summer reading program 

for underprivileged children (sponsored by AR conference). We sorted and cleaned and helped Pastor Sam get 
ready for their summer. 

• FUMY thank you meal will be on Sunday, April 6 @ 6 PM in FLC. We will serve a meal and share the happenings of 
the youth group including the 2024 mission trip to Wisconsin. 

• FUMY annual envelopes of support fundraiser will be the month of April. Envelopes ranging from $1 to $200 will 
be available. This fundraiser supports all monthly mission work plus mission trip. 

• The youth pay $200 each to go on mission trip, but it roughly costs $600 per person to go and we offset that 
amount with the envelope fundraiser and the rummage sale (which will be in July). 

• Senior Sunday is May 4, 2025. 

Motion: to adjourn made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by John Kidwell.  All in favor. None opposed. 

Meeting adjourned @ 6:00 P.M. 
Next meeting Tuesday, April 8, 2025 @ 6:00 PM  
Closing prayer Rev. Bryan Diffee 



 


