
 

 Reflections 

 March 2023 
 317 S. Main Street   

Friends,  

Rev. G.B.F. Hallock tells us that among the ancient Greeks the runner that won the race  
was not the man who crossed the line in the shortest time, but the man who crossed it in 
the least time with his torch still burning. He deduces from this story that we, in our       
current context, are often so busy with life’s activities that we are in danger of allowing   
the torch of our spiritual life to become extinguished. Rev. Hallock also tells of a good 
woman who said that in the rush and hurry of her life she felt in danger of being “jostled 
out of her  spirituality.” He concluded by saying that “it is a real danger, this of being too 
busy to be good, of running too fast to keep our torch burning.” These, I add, are both 
truthful reflections that all too often mirror our busy lives more than we really care to     
admit. 

We oftentimes find ourselves in danger of allowing the torch of our spiritual life to be                 
extinguished. In the hustle and bustle of our busy lives the first thing that usually gets   
“the boot” is our spiritual life (Bible study, prayer time, devotional reading, and church           
attendance.) These seem to be of least importance when life gears down into overdrive. 
But, we often notice when things get busy the spiritual things are what we need the most. 

This is what is so beautiful about the gift of the season of Lent. We, during the Lenten     
season, are given the opportunity to embrace those disciplines that so often become      
neglected during the course of the year. Lent is our time to reconnect to those things that 
matter the most. 

As we go through this Lenten season and reflect on what God has done for us through      
Jesus Christ, I would like to encourage you to think deeper than what you are going to   
give up for Lent. Instead of giving up something, I would like to encourage you to add          
something to. We do a really good job throughout the year of giving up things, and it is 
usually the good things that are given up to make way for the bad. Instead of giving up 
something like chocolate, why not add more time in Bible study and prayer, more time 
serving others in the name of Christ, more time attending church and Sunday school,      
and small groups. Let’s make this Lent about reconnecting with God; our Creator,             
Redeemer and Sustainer so that we can cross the finish line with the   torches of our     
spiritual lives burning brightly. 

Blessings,   Bro. Bryan 



 

 



 

 

March Preaching Schedule 

March 5, 2023      “The Valley of Humiliation”  Ephesians 6:10-18; Romans 8:31-39  
March 12, 2023    TJ Hill Preaching 
March 19, 2023    “The Valley of the Shadow of Death”  Psalm 23:1-6 
March 26, 2023     Bishop Laura Merrill Preaching 



 

 



 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

March 9-11 a team from our church will be attending the Spirit & Truth Conference 
in Dayton, Ohio. Spirit & Truth is a movement of Wesleyan minded Christians    
seeking to awaken and equip the 21st century church, through the power of the             
Holy Spirit, to share the Gospel and make disciples of Jesus Christ. We long to see a 
new movement of Christians who are empowered by the Spirit, rooted in the 
truth, and mobilized for the mission. 

Praise God that through a grant provided by The Methodist Foundation of            
Arkansas, along with money allocated in our budget for leadership training, this 
trip will be of no expense to the individual participants. 

Our team consists of: 
Rev. Bryan Diffee 
Rev. Lori Fallon 
Anthony Brown 
Andrea Wagner 
Auddy Doss 
Audrea Stephens 

Please be in prayer for our team as well as the conference. We are expecting    
amazing things and are looking forward to what God has in store for us as             
individuals and for FUMC Monticello. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bishop Laura Merrill will be visiting our church and preaching in both worship     
services on Sunday, March 26. Reception plans are still being made for her visit and 
will be announced as soon as possible. Please in prayer for Bishop Merrill and the     

Arkansas Annual Conference as she seeks to lead us into the future.  



 

 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

Wednesday, April 5 

3:30-5:00 

Come to the Fellowship Hall: 

Easter Story 

Activities 

Decorate Bags 

         Hunt Eggs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preschool age children must be with an adult. 

 
Church Family: 

PLEASE SEND CANDY-FILLED EGGS by APRIL 1 

  
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

Nativity Scene Donations 
Carole Bulloch    Bennie & Buck Henderson Brenda Wright 

Carolyn & John Bullock   The Men’s Coffee Group 

LeAnne Burch    Susan Musick 

The Felts Family    Renee Treadwell 

Sandy & David Funderburg  Kathy & James Tumlison 

Where’s Baby Jesus 

When our children were early elementary school age, Kathy and her mother 
took them to see the Nutcracker ballet explaining to them that the Nutcracker 
was a Christmas tradition.  About two thirds of the way through during a quiet 
moment, the youngest child, using her outside voice exclaimed, “Where’s baby    
Jesus!!”   

That same question could be asked about our church at Christmas.  As there is 
no outside display of baby Jesus on His birthday.  When driving around during 
the Christmas season, no one drives to/around First Methodist to see the 
lights, Christmas trees, or a Nativity. Because there are none.   

We can change that by purchasing a life-sized Nativity, building a stable, and 
placing them on the church lawn for the whole community to see us sharing in 
the celebration of the birth of our Christ, Jesus. 

Help to achieve the Nativity project by donating to the “Nativity,” and we can 
say, “Here is baby Jesus.” 

Thank you, James Tumlison 



BSA 

  
 
 
 

Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

George Boyd:   Shirley & Ray Morrison: 
Sue & David Anderson Diantha Beer 
Kathy & Jere Johnston Kathy & Rex Borchardt 

Bill Busby:   Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Judy & Jack Lassiter  Nell Chamberlain Rivers: 
Diane & Mark Pennington Stacey & Barry Davis 

William (Bud) Bulloch: Billy Jack Wilson: 
Elgenia & Jim Ross  Kathy & Jere Johnston 

Rev. Bart Bynum:  
Sue & David Anderson 
Angela & Andy Case 
Lisa & Cliff Gibson 
Cecille & John Green 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Jimmie Jo & David Leech 
Diane & Mark Pennington 
Karen Gayle Reed-Price 
Renee Treadwell 
Ginger Wilkins 

Larry Honeycutt: 
Susan & Tom White 

Robert Martin Sr.: 
Diantha Beer  

Monteene McCoy: 
Sue & David Anderson 

Kathy & Rex Borchardt 
Faye Chandler 
Lisa & Cliff Gibson 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Deborah Jackson 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Kate & Don Koen 
Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Jimmie Jo & David Leech 
Charlotte McGarr 
Judy Murphy 
Susan Musick  (Eleanor Sterns Musick Scholarship) 
Diane & Mark Pennington 
Patty Ross 
Susan & Tom White 
Ginger Wilkins 

 
Memorials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor and appreciation of :   
Kathy & James Tumlison: 
Brenda Wright 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-7:30  PM   FUMY + Supper  

Mondays: 
5:30      PM    Cub Scouts 
6:30      PM    Boy Scouts FH 
6:30      PM    5th grade Cub Scouts 
Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team  
1:30    PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Rm.  3/7 
6:00    PM  Libby Annulis-Wesley Rm.  3/14 
6:00    PM  Circle 3-Private Home 3/14 
8:00    PM  Young Adult Small Group 
Wednesdays:  
3:30-5:00   PM  Children’s Choir/Bells 
3:30-5:00   PM  FUMY Hangtime 
5:00            PM  Mid-week Meal 
5:00-7:30   PM  FUMY Mid-week  
6:00            PM   Circle 5-Wesley Room TBD 
6:00            PM   Choir 
6:30            PM   Small Group FLC Foyer 
7:00            PM   Bells of Hope 
Thursdays: 
11-12          PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 
 

 

Communion in March 
will be on March 5 in 

both worship services. 

 
Hopeful Hearts will meet on  

March 7 @ noon in the FLC.   
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The Chancel Choir and The Bells of Hope 

The Chancel Choir invites all singers to join them each Wednesday evening at 6 pm in 

the Chancel Choir Room as they prepare Easter Music for Traditional Worship.  Easter 

Sunday is on April 9th.   

Pictured below is the adult handbell choir, Bells of Hope! They will ring in the     

March 12th Traditional Worship Service at 11 a.m.   

Children’s Handbells – Wesley Ringers and Sonshine Ringers 

The Children’s Handbell Choirs are having a great time each Wednesday as they learn 

more about ringing handbells. Both Children’s Handbell Choirs will play in the        

Traditional Service on Palm Sunday April 2nd   

Below is a picture of the SONSHINE RINGERS!  They love ringing handbells!  Pictured 

from Left to Right are:  Henry, Elijah, Cortez, Carlos, Isaiah, and Adelyn.  Aren’t they 

the cutest ringers, ever!   
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Children’s Ministry 
Hero Hotline!  Is our theme for VBS and will be held June 5-9.  Please look at our FUMC       
Facebook page.  It’s amazing.  Our planning meeting on February 17 helped us look more   
closely at how we offer the various components: Bible story, crafts, recreation, and music.          
A Science component will be added this year for those children who want to participate.   
Bro. Bryan will do a short devotional before we begin each day.  AND he will have a friend join 
him each day!  Registration forms may be offered a little differently this year.  We will let you 
know as soon as they become available. 

Acolytes for March - Easter Sunday: 
Sunday, March 5 – McClain Hudgens & Legacy Woods 

Sunday, March 12 – Cristina Martinez & Adalynn Felts 

Sunday, March 19 – Cariah Miller & Khya Jones 

Sunday, March 26 – Cristian Martinez & Andrew Maxwell 

Palm Sunday, April 2 – Jack Wagner & EJ Lucas 

Easter Sunday, April 9 – Andrew Maxwell & Khya Jones 

We are thankful to welcome adult substitute volunteers on Sundays and Wednesdays: Stephanie Brown  
(who has helped many times), Mary Kinaga, and Amanda Barton.  THANK YOU! 

You would receive a blessing if you, too, would join our Children’s ministry. 

In Sunday school we are learning David and Soloman.  

On Ash Wednesday we began teaching about the Season of LENT.  Bro. Bryan will help us teach 

the children about the events that led Jesus to the cross and to His glorious Resurrection! 

The Children’s Easter Egg Hunt will be on Wednesday, April 5.  There will be a meeting to help plan this 
on Friday, March 10 at noon.  Come with ideas! 

Thank you for continuing to pray for this ministry, 
Kim and Brenda 
“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV 

Children’s Choir 
What a great Ministry Sunday we had on February 12!  The children 
along with others carried banners to let everyone know of our wonderful 
Wednesdays at choir and all the other great ministries at FUMC!! Then 
the children with great bravado sang "Joshua fought the battle of         

Jericho." So proud of their performance! Please mark your calendar for 
April 2 for a Palm Sunday service where the children will wave palm 
branches and sing during the 11:00 service.  

Make a Joyful noise, Kathy Borchardt  



 

February marked Scout Birthday month, Boy Scouts of America 
113th Birthday and De Soto Area Council 100th Birthday. For our 
Cub Scouts it was a month of learning about tools and obstacle 
courses. We are looking forward to the Pinewood Derby, spring 
days at Camp De Soto, and our Blue and Gold Banquet at the     
end of March.  

 
Troop 67 spent February with knot tying practice, Scout Sunday, an 
Eagle Scout Court of Honor, spaghetti dinner for FUMC Wednesday 
night meal, and a Council Recognition dinner. We are assisting the 
pack with their Annual Pinewood Derby and 
looking forward to Spring Camporee at the end 
of the month.  

We want to again thank Monticello First      
United Methodist Church for 60 years of      
supporting Scouting. We couldn’t do anything 
we do without you.  



 

 

United  Women in Faith 

“Mile of Pennies” is a fun project of UWF:            

Collecting Pennies! 

13 pennies = 1 foot 

5280 feet = 1 mile 

$686.40 = 1 mile of pennies 

Money collected is used in missions worldwide that benefit women,  

children, and youth.  One year over $6000 was collected from pennies!  

Help this effort by donating pennies in the water jug located in the    

serving windows of the FLC kitchen. 

As one of the many ministries of this church that depends on the   
generous giving of your time, your talents, your gifts, and your service, 
please join us in prayer that our Christian witness also reaches those 
we serve. Our witness is more than the giving of a bag of food, more 
than supplying funds so that the food can be purchased, more than 
bagging and unloading food.  Our witness is also the actual sharing of 
the gospel of Jesus Christ.  In this way our witness is heard.  So many 

times I am guilty of just believing that those we help know that we love Jesus.  But 
suppose those we serve miss the point or worse that they  never even have a clue 
that that’s the point of this ministry.  We do mission work because we love Jesus and 
Our Neighbors as ourselves.  There needs to be no doubt. 

Pray with the members of this ministry team that as we witness, we share our love 
for Jesus by speaking the words out loud, too! 

The FON Ministry Team 

Matthew 25:40 “...as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me.” 
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Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2023     Class of 2024   Class of 2025 

Paul Griffin, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             Michael James, SPPRC         Walker Jarrett, SPPRC 

Wil Maxwell, Trustee Leader               Maggie Brown, Trustees        Logan Hancock, Trustees 

Justin Atkins, Finance Leader                           Stephanie Brown, Treasurer        Dalene Stephenson, Finance 

Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

Meeting brought to order at 6:30 PM by Paul Griffin 
Opening prayer by Rev. Bryan Diffee. 

Special Presentation 

Nativity – James Tumlison brought to the council an opportunity to purchase a life-sized Nativity Scene 
for the lawn of the church.  The cost is upwards of $20,000 for the complete scene.  James would build 
the creche.  Donations needed to purchase the Nativity.   

Motion:  to ask for donations for Nativity and council will meet again and vote to make up the difference 
made by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by Maggie Brown.  All in favor.  None opposed. 

Financial Report Justin Atkins gave report on special funds.  See attached report.  Insurance will be       
adjusted to account for Jackson lot no longer having a structure.  Any adjustment will show on future   
invoice.  Eleanor Musick Scholarship fund has enough in savings to award monies for this year.  Jordan 
Lee scholarship was on hold for a year and will fund this year. 
 
Motion:  to accept the financial report for the special accounts made by Maggie Brown and seconded by 
Stephanie Brown.  All in favor. None opposed. 
 
Budget Report 
Stephanie Brown gave report and adjusted budget.  Pledges are down from last year.  See attached 2023 
proposed budget.   
 
Motion:  to approve 2023 budget as proposed by Dalene Stephenson and seconded by Maggie Brown.  
All in favor.  None opposed. 
 
Old Business 
Facility Use Agreement to be modified to meet the church’s needs and presented at next meeting for 
council approval. 
Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts will continue to use the Church’s facilities as national organization make      
decisions going forward.  We can continue Facilities Use or an Affiliation Agreement.  Decision to be made 
at a later date.   
 
Girl Scouts will begin using the church’s facilities in February on the first and third Tuesdays.  They will 
sign the Facility Use Agreement when approved by the council. 
 
Trustee Report  
None Given 
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Executive Council Notes Cont. 

 

Sr. Pastor Report  
The end of year reports are finished and sent to District.  We have 965 members on our books.  
There is an effort to update membership roll. 

On average we are seeing 145 in attendance and 210 average viewing online. 

There will be a group attending a leadership conference in Dayton, OH March 9 – 11.  Those 
attending will be Rev. Bryan Diffee, Rev. Lori Fallon, Anthony Brown, Andrea Wagner, Audrea      
Stephens, and Auddy Doss.  FUMC received a $2500 grant to help defray costs of this conference. 

We have two Lay Servants – TJ Hill and Maggie Brown 

Our new Bishop, Laura Merrill, will attend and preach on March 26. 

David Bush will lead a mini revival on April 23.  There will be three services 

On February 12 will be Ministry Sunday.  There will be one service at 10 AM and a meal at 11 AM.  
Banners will be paraded in the service and viewed during the meal along with information on all 
ministries. 

On February 23 there will be a Men’s Fish Fry.  All men invited. 

Ash Wednesday is February 22.  The service will be at 6 PM after the Wednesday meal.  A Lenten 
Bible study with lunch every Monday during Lent at noon and Wednesdays after the meal. 

 
Assoc. Pastor Report 
Youth received a $750 grant associated with 200,000 Reasons.  Two Blessing Boxes will be         
constructed in the community at McCloy Park and Splash Pad.  Tommy Smith volunteered to teach 
youth to make them. 

Youth to hold a Thank You meal on February 25. 

Rev. Lori Fallon to teach an Enneagram class to begin March 27 – June 19.  More info to follow. 

Jo Dan Ye with Rural Health Alliance out of Lake Village contacted us about  an opportunity to be a 
church in our area to host a free health clinic or food. 

Safe Gatherings is a conference paid program to be certified and background checked. Deadline 
for staff is May 1, 2023.  Must be certified to attend any conference activities off campus. 

 
Motion: to adjourn meeting by Justin Atkins seconded by Logan Hancock.  All in favor. None        
opposed. 
Meeting adjourned 8:12 P.M. 
Next meeting Tuesday, February 21, 2023. 
Closing prayer Rev. Bryan Diffee 
 





First United Methodist Church 

317 S. Main St.  

Monticello, AR 71655 


