
 

 Reflections 

 January 2023 
 317 S. Main Street   

Dear Friends,  

As 2022 draws to a close and 2023 begins, let us reflect on this New Year and the   
opportunities that will surface to make this year better than the previous one. There 
will surely be many avenues to travel as well as obstacles to overcome. Within the 
church as well as without, a new year opens up all sorts of possibilities. 

1 Peter 2:21 tells us that Christ left us an example and that we should follow in his 
steps. This is worthwhile advice as we seek to make this year different than the last. 
The best way to make the coming year better is to be more like Christ. 

The first way that we can be more like Christ is in Bible knowledge. In other words, let 
us study the Bible more. Take advantage of every opportunity to study the Bible both 
individually as well as in a group. There are many Bible studies offered throughout 
the year that each one of us can take part in. 

The second way that we can be more like Christ is through prayer in the coming year. 
Think how often Jesus prayed: at his baptism; often before his miracles; all night     
before he chose his apostles; in Gethsemane; on the cross. We cannot get around the 
fact that prayer is a very important part of our lives. Let’s commit to praying on a  
regular basis. 

Thirdly, let us be more like Christ in our quest for holiness during the coming year.   
Pilate said of Jesus during his trial that “I find no fault in him.” We can grow           
constantly nearer him in this, if we will. 

Finally, let us be more like Christ in service. The Bible tells us that he “went about   
doing good.” He has taught us better how to use time than any other. If we will use 
our time for service as he used his, how much we can mean to the world in the    
coming year! 

May God bless each of you in the coming year! 

Bro. Bryan 



 

 



 

 

My family and I would like to thank     
everyone at Monticello FUMC for all the 
cards, delicious goodies, and monetary 
gifts that we received during the Advent/
Christmas season. We are especially 
grateful that we are able to share       
ministry with you and look forward to 
what God has in store for us in 2023. 

God Bless, The Diffees 

A little note of thanks for the kind   
Christmas card I received from FUMC  
this year. As I finish out my 4th year here 
as secretary, I am thankful for the      
wonderful and loving congregation here 
at FUMC.  I hope you have a great and 
prosperous 2023!   
Happy New Year! Lynne  

 

Dear Church Family, Thank you for the Christmas 
gift you presented to the church staff. I very 
much appreciate your thoughtfulness. It is such 
a pleasure to work with your children and teach 
them about our God and His love for all of us. 
FUMC has been by church for almost 50 years 
and it’s always been filled with people who love 
the Lord! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
Kim Fletcher 

What a privilege to work as co-director of 
your Children’s Program at FUMC.  Thank 
you for affording me this opportunity.  It 
is my pleasure to get to know your      
children and to teach them about the  
Bible and God.  This congregation is both 
loving and supportive; you are              
welcoming and kind.   
Thank you, too, for your generosity in the 
form of a Christmas gift and card. 
Brenda 

Thanks to all of my church family for the 
prayers that have been offered up for me 
and my health and thank you for           
remembering me with such a generous 
gift.  God bless you all! Mary Donaldson 

from the Staff 

To FUMC church family: Thank you so much for 
the generous Christmas gift. It is a pleasure and 
privilege working with our children and praising 
the Lord in song.  
Love to all, Kathy Borchardt 

As the newest staff member, the Christmas gift 
from the congregation came as a complete     
surprise!  Thank you so much for thinking of me 
and for your generosity.  Haley Greer 

Dear Church family: 

Thank you all so very much for the wonderful Christ-

mas gift. It is my privilege to serve as the Director of 

the Chancel Choir, Bells of Hope and Children's Hand-

bell Choirs. You are a gracious and loving congregation 

that never fails to make your staff feel appreciated. 

May God richly bless you with your heart's desires in 

2023. 

Sincerely, 



 

 

           
 
Bro. Bryan will be starting a new sermon series on Sunday January 8, 2023. This series 
will be based upon John Bunyan's Christian classic The Pilgrim's Progress. Outside of the 
Bible, The Pilgrim's Progress is the most influential and best-selling religious books of all 
time. It was originally written in 1678 and has never been out of print. It has also been 
translated into 200 languages. I hope that you will join us for our journey through Bunyan's 
book as we will learn more about our faith and what God desires to do for us through     
Jesus Christ.  
 
This work is in the public domain in the United States because it was published before 
January 1, 1925. With that said, Amazon has a free copy for Kindle readers as well as  
other options for a free audiobook as well as paperback and hardback options. They can 
be found here: 
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Illustrated-English-Illustrations-ebook/dp/
B00Q8NFZY4/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=The+Pilgrim%
27s+Progress&qid=1598024649&sr=8-3  
 
There is a youth edition that includes a free Kindle as well as audible versions and can be 
found here: 
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Positive-Action-Youth-ebook/dp/
B0751LLVD4/ref=sr_1_5?
crid=CCWRR5L2DV0L&dchild=1&keywords=cheryl+ford+pilgrims+progress&qid=159802
5508&sprefix=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress+Cheryl%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-5   
 
YouTube even has an audio book version if you would like to listen to the book. You can 
find that here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMtmnv84GxY 
 
However you choose to obtain this work, I hope that you will do so and prepare for this 
powerful series. 
 

*If you right click on the blue highlighted text, you can then access the “Open Hyperlink” feature.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Illustrated-English-Illustrations-ebook/dp/B00Q8NFZY4/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress&qid=1598024649&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Illustrated-English-Illustrations-ebook/dp/B00Q8NFZY4/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress&qid=1598024649&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Illustrated-English-Illustrations-ebook/dp/B00Q8NFZY4/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress&qid=1598024649&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Positive-Action-Youth-ebook/dp/B0751LLVD4/ref=sr_1_5?crid=CCWRR5L2DV0L&dchild=1&keywords=cheryl+ford+pilgrims+progress&qid=1598025508&sprefix=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress+Cheryl%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Positive-Action-Youth-ebook/dp/B0751LLVD4/ref=sr_1_5?crid=CCWRR5L2DV0L&dchild=1&keywords=cheryl+ford+pilgrims+progress&qid=1598025508&sprefix=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress+Cheryl%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Positive-Action-Youth-ebook/dp/B0751LLVD4/ref=sr_1_5?crid=CCWRR5L2DV0L&dchild=1&keywords=cheryl+ford+pilgrims+progress&qid=1598025508&sprefix=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress+Cheryl%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-5
https://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Positive-Action-Youth-ebook/dp/B0751LLVD4/ref=sr_1_5?crid=CCWRR5L2DV0L&dchild=1&keywords=cheryl+ford+pilgrims+progress&qid=1598025508&sprefix=The+Pilgrim%27s+Progress+Cheryl%2Caps%2C226&sr=8-5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dMtmnv84GxY
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Feed Our Neighbors was recently blessed by being one of the recipients of 
a $500 gift from The Methodist Foundation for Arkansas.   

Every other Thursday our volunteers continue to provide a supplement to 
the food supply to around 70 families in our area.   One of the families handed a card 
to one of our volunteers.  See above. 

Thank you, church family, for continuing to support this ministry with your prayers 
and your gifts. 

The FON Ministry Team 

Matthew 25:40 “... as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to 
me.” 
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The Chancel Choir presented their annual Christmas Cantata on December 4th in 
the Traditional worship service. A big THANK YOU to the following volunteers that 
helped to make this heartfelt production of "Christ was Born for This" possible: 

   
   *Chancel Choir Accompanist 

We will resume Chancel Choir rehearsals on Wednesday, January 4th at 6:00 pm. 
You are welcome to join our fun group of singers! 

    

BELLS OF HOPE (Adult Handbell Choir) 
Bells of Hope played various Christmas selections in the Traditional Services during 
the Advent season, including the Christmas Eve Service. Also, this group of talented 
ringers participated in the SEARK Concert Association's production of "Sing, Dance 
Rejoice" on Saturday, December 3rd at the UAM Fine Arts Center. A big THANK YOU 
to these members of the Bells of Hope: 

Carolyn Bulloch        Dr. Renee Clark* * Gretchen Diffee        Walter Godwin 

Laura Hockaday*  Addy Beth Maxwell *   Sheila Maxwell   Julie Smith   Andi Wagner 

Substitute Ringer ** Handbell Accompanist 

We will resume Handbell Rehearsals on Wednesday, January 4th at 7 pm. in the 
church sanctuary. Please reach out to Kathy Lyon at 870-308-1518 to join this      
musical group. 

Soprano Alto Tenor Bass 

Belinda Carpenter Dr. Renee Clark* Luke Chapman Dave Carpenter 

Nancy Chapman Christine Felts Michael James Walter Godwin 

Deborah Dardeene Cindy Hudgens Wil Maxwell Dr. Terry Nugent 

Sandy Funderburg Hannah Musso   David Webb 

Haley Greer Diane Pennington     



 
 

 

 

 

 

Poinsettias given to the glory of God and in Loving Memory of: 

Jerry Akin        By:  Belinda, Laura & Carrie 

D.A. & Elizabeth Anderson     By:  Sue & David Anderson 

Dr. Roland Anderson      By:  Sue & David Anderson 

Carolyn Brown      By:  Kate & Maggie Brown 

Joan, Bob & Bobby Burch     By:  Debbie & Steve Morrison 

William Jeffrey Busby     By:  Katelyn, Henry & Clary Busby 

Vilma Crain       By:  Kathy & James Tumlison 

John Frank Gibson, Jr.     By:  Renee Gibson 

William Perry Green      By:  Cecille, John & John S. Green 

James Doyle Green (Jame7)     By:  Cecille, John & John S. Green 

Judge Kenneth Johnson     By:  Robin, Mandy, Katie & Lillie Kate 

Joseph Shelby Lyon     By:  Kathy & Brandon, Laura, Jenna,   

                                                                         Jackson & Jacob Lyon 

Robert Martin, Sr.     By:  The Gosdin Family 

Rod Norton     By:  Margaret Norton 

Jaci Calhoun Oxner       By:  Loyd Oxner 

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pauwels        By:  Sue & David Anderson 

Betty Jo & Henry Lee Ross                  By:  Sandy & David Funderburg, Tammy Lawson, Kathy 

                   Norris & Patty Ross 

Molly & James Ross      By:   Elgenia & James Ross 

Beatrice & Carl Snipes     By:   Elgenia & James Ross 

Mr. & Mrs. Doyle Stephenson      By:   Dalene & Mike Stephenson 

Mary & Jim Tumlison      By:   Kathy & James Tumlison 

Benny Jack Wilson        By:  Dalene & Mike Stephenson 

Poinsettias given to the glory of God in in Loving Honor of: 

Renée Chérie Clark     By:  FUMC Chancel & Handbell Choirs 

Ken Crain      By:  Kathy & James Tumlison 

Sydney & Mallory Fallon    By:  Benna 

Linda Magness     By:  Frank, Ashley, Cole, Charlie, Chase, Gage, Scott, Alli,    

                  Hadleigh, Sutton, Wade & Bradley 

Charlotte McGarr (Mimi)              By:  Riggs, Kolton, Max, John Michael, William, Kelly, and  

                   Brittney Ann & Seth 

Patty Ross      By:  Amanda, Blake & Hampton Jack Gilbert  

Brenda Wright      By:  Mary Kinaga 



BSA 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
             

 

 

 

 

Children’s Choir 

 

 
The children recently sang during church about the birth of Jesus and spreading the good news.              
We started with "Silent Night" and ended with "Go tell it on the Mountain"! It was very well received by 
the congregation.  

We will start back in January on Wednesday the 4! If your child is not attending we would love to have 
them join us!  Wishing everyone a Happy New Year!  

Love to all,  Kathy Borchardt 

 

Praise Team  

“When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are 
home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks, the work of Christmas begins:  to find the lost, to 
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to bring peace 
among the people, to make music in the heart.” 
Howard Thurman 

Facebook recently gave me this beautiful quote, and it’s now one of my favorites, because it’s so true. 
‘The work of Christmas’ is what we Christians are tasked with-discipling the nations, caring for God’s 
people. If you’ve never participated in one of FUMC’s missions, big or small, I encourage you to do so! 
The reward of serving others, of knowing that you’re being obedient, is what puts music in your heart.  
As always, the praise band’s only goal is to help lead you in meaningful worship of the one true King.    
We look forward to serving in 2023!  

Children’s Handbell Choirs—Wesley Ringers and Sonshine Ringers 

We are SO excited to start our 2023 Children’s Handbell Choir Program at FUMC—Monticello! 

For age appropriate instruction, we are dividing the children into two bell choirs: Wesley 
Ringers are children in the 3rd thru 6th grades and Sonshine Ringers are children in Kin-
dergarten thru 2nd grades.  Each class will enjoy 30 minutes of instruction that will utilize 
Handbells, Tone Chimes, Swiss Melody Bells and various Orff and rhythm instruments.  These 
classes will enhance the already wonderful Children’s Vocal Choir program. We want all our 
children to become life-long lovers of ringing, singing and praising God through song! 

Both children’s handbell choirs will debut their handbell skills and talent during the February 
12th Traditional Worship Service.  Their presentation focus is LOVE:  “What the World Needs 
Now, Is love Sweet Love” and “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know” 

I look SO forward to working with your most precious prized possessions...your children! 

Sincerely, Kathy Lyon 



BSA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children’s Ministry 
What a privilege for me to welcome Kim Fletcher as the co-director of Children’s Ministry at 
FUMC.  We have worked together with the children for years.  I look forward to continuing this 
working relationship and friendship. 
   
Several of our children are now acolytes.   
Here is their schedule for January: 
January 8 - McClain Hudgens and Cariah Miller  
January 15 - E J Lucas and Jack Wagner 
January 22 - Khya Jones and Cristian Martinez  
January 29 - Andrew Maxwell and Legacy Woods 
 
Please join us in praying for our precious children as they continue to learn more and more about 
God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and about the Bible. 
 
Ms. Brenda 
 
“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV 
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Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Robert Martin, Sr.: 
Benny & Buck Henderson 

Joy White: 
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 

Benny Jack Wilson: 
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
Adalynn, Christine & Jeff Felts 
Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Mellie Jo & Wayne Owen 
Carol & Robert Stephenson 
Kathy & James Tumlison 

Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving honor and appreciation of :   
Robin Rivers Johnson: 
Patsy & Jack Jordan 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-7:30  PM   FUMY + Supper  

Mondays: 
5:30      PM    Cub Scouts 
6:30      PM    Boy Scouts FH 
6:30      PM    5th grade Cub Scouts 

Tuesdays:  
10:00  AM  Prayer Team  
1:30    PM  Wilma Hankins-Wesley Rm. Jan 3 
6:00    PM  Libby Annulis-Wesley Rm. Jan 10 
6:00    PM  Circle 3-Private Home Jan. 10 
8:00    PM   Young Adult Small Group 

Wednesday:  
3:30-5:00   PM  Children’s Choir/Bells 
3:30-5:00   PM  FUMY Hangtime 
5:00            PM  Mid-week Meal 
5:00-7:30   PM  FUMY Mid-week  
6:00            PM   Circle 5—Jan 18 
                             Wesley Room 
6:00            PM   Choir 
6:30            PM   Small Group FLC Foyer 
7:00            PM   Bells of Hope 

Thursdays: 
11-12          PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 

 

Communion in Jan. 
will be on Jan. 15 in 
both services. 

 
Hopeful Hearts will NOT meet in  

January.  See you in February 

Wednesday Night Meals 
Resume January 4, 2023 

Jan. 4:  Baked Potato Bar, salad & Birthday cake 
Jan. 11: Fried chicken, mashed potatoes, English 
peas, broccoli salad, rolls & dessert 
Jan. 18: Soup and cornbread & dessert 
Jan. 25: Chili dogs and Frito pie & dessert 

Meals subject to change without notice 

New Sunday School Class 

If you are not currently a part of a Sunday 
school class and would like to learn more 
about the Christian faith and Methodist 
church, then we have a class for you. Bro. 
Bryan will be starting a class on Sunday, 
January 15  during the Sunday school hour. 
The class will meet in second floor Sunday 
school class over the Fellowship Hall. 
Please let Bro. Bryan know if you will be 
attending so that we know that we have 
enough books.   



 

 

Cub Scout Pack 69 spent the 

month of December being 

creative and imaginative with 

crafts and creating cards to 

send to local nursing home 

residents. 

Scouts BSA Troop 67 worked 

on service this month by     

assisting our local DAR with 

the Wreaths Across America 

program. We assisted in 

marking veterans graves for 

wreaths and then placing the 

wreaths during the special 

service. We are preparing for 

our winter camp outs to 

come in January.  



 

 

 

 

New Members in 2022 

Liliana (Lily) Briseño 

Montre Burnett 

Ryne Gosdin 

Cecille Green 

Lillie Kate Green 

Diana & TJ Hill 

Thomas Holland 

Abby Huskey 

Beth Justice Jarrett 

Kaden Jones 

Cherry Miller 

Khya Miller 

 

Baptisms in 2022 

Thomas Holland 

Abby Huskey 

Silas James 

Kaden Jones 

Khya Miller 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Purpose of United  

 Women in Faith 

The organized unit of United  

Women in Faith shall be a        

community of women whose   

PURPOSE is to know God and to  

experience freedom as whole    

persons through Jesus Christ; to 

develop a creative supportive     

fellowship; and to expand          

concepts of mission through      

participation in the global          

ministries of the church.   

Small groups that usually meet 

monthly are listed below: 

Wilma Hankins Circle 

First Tuesday @ 1:30 PM 

Wesley Room 

Sue Anderson—723-3093 

Libby Annulis Circle 

Second Tuesday @ 6PM 

Meets in the Wesley Room 

Brenda Wright—504-812-2842 

Circle 3 

Second Tuesday @ 6:00 PM 

Meet in member’s homes 

LeAnne Burch—723-0583 

Julie Smith—866-2202 

Circle 5 

Third Wednesday @ 6:00 PM 

Wesley Room 

Renee Holland— 550-1281 

Valerie Harvey — 723-3017 

Mission and Service Helpers—MASH 

          No circle; No meetings 

Add your name to this list to keep 
informed of opportunities to        
participate in UWF activities or    
projects. Contact Kathy Tumlision @ 
723-4054 to add your name. 

We would love to welcome  
you into our fellowship.   

Please join us! 

United Woman in Faith at our church 

meets together for a short business 

meeting and salad potluck in April or 

May then again in December for a 

Christmas Party! 



 

Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             John Davis, SPPRC         Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader               Wil Maxwell, Trustees         Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader              Justin Atkins, Treasurer        Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once 
each month to complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take 
action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions 
and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly 
newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.  
 

The December 6, 2022 Executive Council meeting was called to order by Jack Lassiter at 6:30 PM. 

Opening prayer Rev. Diffee. 

The minutes from the November meeting were approved.   

The financial report was given by Justin Atkins and the financial report was approved. 

A Facility-Use agreement is being developed for outside groups to use the facility. 

The Trustees continue to make repairs and improvements to the church and Family Life Center. 

One of theses improvements was to change out the lighting in the FLC to LED lights.   

FUMC received a rebate check from Entergy in the amount of $6034.13 for the work done.  This 
improvement will also reduce the monthly electricity usage and reduce our monthly bill to        
Entergy. 

The SPPRC has completed the updated employee job descriptions.  The church now has updated 
every employee’s job description some of which had not been updated in years. 

Paul Griffin will come onto the Executive Council to cover the vacancy caused by John Davis   
moving to Fayetteville, and Stephanie Brown will stay on the Council as treasurer as a result of 
Isabel Bacon resigning from her position. 

The Executive Council will next meet on Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 6:30 PM. 

Closing prayer Rev. Bryan Diffee   
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