
 

 Reflections 

 September  2022 
 317 S. Main Street   

It is an exciting time to be alive! Change is in the air and I believe that we are right on the verge of a 
new era of ministry. My family and I have made many lasting memories during this short period of 
time and I for one look forward to all that God has in store for us in the future. New ministries and 
programs are already being planned that will carry us through the remainder of the year and into the 
next. Newness has a way of breathing new life and vitality into a church. As we celebrate all that is 
new and the opportunities that that newness presents, I trust that we will not lose sight of or forget 
certain “life” principles. 

First, let’s not allow anything to divide us as a congregation. Paul encourages us in 1 Corinthians 
1:10 “I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree, 
and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
judgment.” Paul also encourages in Ephesians 4:1-6, “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and             
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ..”. We are all one in Christ. No matter our  
preferences, no matter our tastes, if we are in Christ we should be one. It is a unified body that is an 
effective body. 

 Second, we must never lose sight of our purpose as a church. According to the mission statement of 
the Arkansas United Methodist Church we are to make disciples of Jesus Christ equipped to        
transform the world with excellence and passion. We are to be a congregation transformed by the 
Holy Spirit to demonstrate holy living, justice, and love of neighbor. All that we do is for this purpose 
and this purpose alone. If what we are doing is not living up to this expectation and obligation and is 
not leading people into a deeper relationship with God through Jesus Christ, should we really be   
doing it? 

Finally, “let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one another,   
especially now that the day of his return is drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:25) Our life of faith and      
especially the life of faith of our children depends on us being involved in every aspect in the life of 
the church. If we want our children to reach their fullest potential then they cannot do so without 
the church. I know that this may seem harsh but as Peter warns us in 1 Peter 5:8 to “be alert and of 
sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to de-
vour.” The best defense to this is the training, instruction, prayer partners, and fellowship that can 
be attained within the church. 

Continue to pray for me as I will continue to pray for you! 
Blessings, 

Bro. Bryan 
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Celebrating Ms. Fern 
On Sunday, August 28 we celebrated the many years Ms. Fern has 

been here at FUMC.  We will miss her dearly but celebrate that she 

will be with her daughter and her family. 

Thank you, Ms. Fern, for the many years taking care of FUMC. 
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Children’s Ministry 

Wednesdays with Children will begin Wednesday, September 7. 
Children will be singing, ringing, and enjoying Bible stories and crafts. 
We will be picking up students after school on September 7. 

There are Release Forms at the church in the office, Family Life Center, and in the Narthex of the 
Sanctuary. You will need to fill out one for each child. Please turn these forms into the church 
office so your child(ren) can be picked up by one of our church vehicles.   

Please prayerfully consider joining our Children’s Ministry team.  You will help teach the children 
Bible stories and what it means to be a part of God’s family.  Your presence and your knowledge 
are needed.  Even if it hasn’t been laid on your heart to help in Children’s Sunday school, please 
join our team in prayer that God will lead those who are being nudged by the Holy Spirit to answer 
this call.   

The children are currently learning about the Fruit of the Holy Spirit in Sunday school. They are 
learning how the Holy Spirit helps us in many ways in our daily lives through activities and Bible 
stories.   
Prayer is the most important component of our Children’s Ministry.  Please be in prayer for all the 
children we are privileged to be with as we teach them about GOD the Father, Son, and Holy    
Spirit.   
Ms. Brenda 

“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV 

This ministry continues to help people by preparing and handing out or                        
delivering  bags of food.  Sometimes when we are sharing these bags, we have the   
opportunity to pray with one or more of our Neighbors.  They confide in us when 
they need prayer.  This ministry as you see opens the door for opportunities to get 
to know our Neighbors on more than a “helping with food” ministry.   Just as we 
never turn   anyone down or away if they ask for a bag of food, in the same spirit 
we always pray with a Neighbor or pray for a Neighbor who asks for special prayer.   

Thank you, church family, for making this ministry possible. 

Some items that are not available through wholesale are the following: 
5 ounces of canned chicken, cake mixes, cake pouches, 15 ounce jars of peanut butter.  Thank You 
for any help you might give. 

To all of you who continue to support this ministry with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, 
your    service, and your witness: THANK YOU! 

The FON Ministry Team 

“...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV   
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The Chancel Choir and Bells of Hope 
  Bells of Hope will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, September 7 at 

7:00 PM in the sanctuary!  You ae welcome to join this fun group for an hour 
of joyful ringing! 

Chancel Choir is rehearsing each Wednesday at 6:00 PM.  We will begin  
rehearsing our Christmas Cantata on September 14.  Please Join us! 

Kathy Lyon 

Contemporary Worship Leader  

   The Praise Band is excited to bring both new and known songs to   
worship each Sunday! With school back in session, we look forward to         
seeing all of you on a more regular basis and hearing your voices fill          
the Family Life Center with us, praising God for his goodness.  

Haley Greer 

Children’s Choir & Bells 

It's that time of year again!!    

Starting September 7 Wednesday's at choir starts back! If we don't have a form 
on your child please get one at the office or during one of our church services 
and fill out before September 7. It's going to be an awesome year lots of new 
music for choir and handbells!! Hope to see everyone there!  

In His name we sing, 
Mrs. Kathy 
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To participate in the Women of Faith Reading Program, all you need to do is choose a 
book — and start reading. Histories, mysteries, biographies, devotions, social issues, 
children’s books, there’s something for everyone! 

Reading program books are chosen every year and divided into five categories: 

     Education for Mission 

     Leadership Development 

     Nurturing for Community 

     Social Action 

     Spiritual Growth 

You can choose any book from the 2015-2022 lists found at uwfaith.org.  The 2022 list 

also includes podcasts (Faith Talks) and movies (Just Mercy, Pushout, and                 

(The Hate U Give). 

Track your progress to complete a plan and receive a Certificate of Recognition.  

Those of you who have been reading this year should turn in your list to Brenda 

Wright before our district Fall meeting.  Brenda is the District Secretar4y of Program 

Resources.  Gretchen Diffee, Conference Lending Librarian, had a lot of books on the 

current list and has made them available to us.  Check one out from the church 

office! 

United  
Women 

 In Faith 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

The Monticello District United Women in Faith Fall Meeting will be in Stuttgart on 

September 25 at Grand Avenue UMC.  We will take a van and leave from our   

parking lot at 8:30 AM.  The Grand Avenue ladies will serve lunch; so we will leave 

after we eat and should be back in Monticello before 3:00 PM.  Anyone interested, 

call or test Kathy Tumlison at 723-4054. 
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Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

James Baugh:  Paul Caldwell: 
Helen Guenter   Patricia Cobb 
    Sandy David Funderburg 
Connie Efird:   Helen Guenter 
Helen Guenter   Kathy & Jere Johnston 
    Singles & Doubles SS class 

Robert Ellis, Jr.:  Mary Ellis: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Dexter Gulledge:  Charlie Fincher: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Mary Ho Haynes:  Chase Harrison: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 

Miles Whitaker Lowe:        Retta Ann Kellum Higgins: 
Helen Guenter             Helen Guenter 

Rod Norton:   Mary Parker:   
Helen Guenter   Sue & David Anderson 
    Teresa & Ron Echols 
Auburn Ponder:  EHC 
Belinda & Dave Carpenter Helen Guenter 
Sandy & David Funderburg Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Helen Guenter   Judy Murphy 
Charlotte McGarr  Brenda Wright 
     
Lois Ruff:   Paul Scheible: 
Diantha Beer   Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 

James Strickland:  Al Williams: 
Helen Guenter   Helen Guenter 
 
David Wilkins:   
Samuel Bird    
Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
Helen Guenter 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 

 

Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving honor and celebration of :   

Mary Jo Wisener: 
FUMC Choir 

 
 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-7:30  PM   FUMY + Supper  

Mondays: 

September 5 Office Closed/No Scouts 

6:30      PM    Boy Scouts FH 
 
Tuesdays:  
10:00    AM  Prayer Team  

12:00    PM  Spouses w/out Partners Sept. 6 

1:30      PM   Wilma Hankins— Sept. 6 

6:00      PM   Libby Annulis — Sept. 13 

8:00      PM   Young Adult Small Group 

Wednesday:  
3:30-5:00   PM  Children’s Choir/Bells 

3:30-5:00   PM  FUMY Hangtime 

5:00            PM Mid-week Meal 

5:00-7:30   PM FUMY Mid-week  

6:00            PM Choir 

6:30            PM   Small Group FLC Foyer 

7:00            PM   Bells of Hope 

Thursdays: 
3:30        PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 

 

Communion in August 
will be on Sunday,  
September 4, 2022.  

Spouses Without Partners 

Tuesday, September 6 , 2022 
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the FLC.       



 

  

 

 

Come Help Us Celebrate!!! 

Joe Fletcher, longtime FUMC     
member is turning 90 years old.    
On Sunday, September 18, 2022, 

from 1:30 to 3:00 PM in the           
Fellowship Hall, we will have a come 
and go birthday celebration.  Please 
come by for cake and punch and to 

wish Joe well.  No gifts, please. 

Wednesday Night Meals 

September 7 is the first Family Night Meal for 
this school year at 5 p.m. in the Family Life     
Center.  The menus will be published in the 
newsletter and on the calendar.  Last minute 
changes to the menus may occur and Lynne 
sends out a OneCall with the updated menu.   
Fundraiser meal dates are available.  If your   
Sunday School class, civic group, or                 
organization would like to sponsor a         
Wednesday night meal, please contact      
Kathy Tumlison.   

There will be a silent dessert auction on 
Wednesday,  September 14 to benefit Sole    
Purpose.  The menu that evening is fried  
chicken with all the trimmings though no    
dessert.  The desserts will be on display during 
the meal with opportunities to bid.  Winners 
will be announced at 5:30 p.m.  Please join us 
on September 14 for some fun and to benefit 
our Sole Purpose mission.   

September 11, 2022 Service 

Our children will help lead both of our 

services on September 11.  Join us to 

support our youngest members and 

our ministry to Drew County students 

in need. 



 

Back to School Celebration 

On August 31, the church had a back to school celebration in the Family Life Center.   

There was a pizza dinner with dessert.  There were games for the kids, youth, and 
adults.  About 60 people attended and the excitement for the new school year is 
great.   

Next Wednesday, we go back to our Wednesday schedule with Children’s choir and 
handbells after school, supper at 5:00 PM, and FUMY at 5:30, and beginning on 
September 28, a Wednesday evening Bible study beginning at 5:30.  Come join us! 

 

Shower Announcements 

Please join Autumn Webb on Saturday, September 24 
for a wedding shower.  Come for brunch at 10:30 in the Family Life Center.          

Autumn is the bride elect of John Miller, and they will be married on November 4 
in Hattiesburg, MS.  Autumn is the daughter of David & Michelle Webb and   

granddaughter of Jerry & Juanita Webb. Autumn & John are registered at Amazon. 

 

 

You are invited to a shower for Holly Chapman and Scott White Sunday,               
September 25 from 4:00-5:30 in the FLC.  Scott is the son of Tom and Susan White.           

They are registered at City Drug, Ace Hardware, Walmart, and Amazon.     



 

Troop 67 has started back their weekly meetings.  Officers 

are being elected/designated.  Congratulations to our new 

Senior Patrol Leader Zeke Babst.  The troop has two      

campouts.  Our first one is September 30 — October 2 at 

Lake Chicot State Park hosting the Council Troops for their 

Fall Camporee.  The second campout will be at Cane Creek 

State Park on October 28-29.   Cub Scouts will have          

recruitment night at the City Park Large Pavillion on      

September 13 from 5:30-7 pm.  The den meetings at the 

church will begin on September 19.  

Our CampMaster Popcorn fundraiser has        

begun.  See any local Scout to place your order 

or text Renee' Holland   

           at 870-550-1281.    

 

 

De Soto Area Council Shooting for Heritage, 12th 

Annual Sporting Clay Classic tournament will be 

September 24 at Camp De Soto.  You still have time to put 

in a team.  Please call the Council office at 870-863-5166 

to register. 

 



 

 

Executive Council Notes 

 

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             John Davis, SPPRC         Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader               Wil Maxwell, Trustees         Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader              Justin Atkins, Treasurer        Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once 
each month to complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take 
action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions 
and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly 
newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.  
 

The meeting was called to order by Jack Lassiter at 6:35 PM. 

Reverend Diffee provided an opening prayer. 

The minutes of the July Executive Council meeting had been distributed earlier through email. A motion 
to accept the minutes and Financial & Special Funds Report as presented made by Ray Ryburn and      
seconded by John Davis.  Passed unanimously. 

Financial Report  Justin Atkins gave report. Motion to accept financial report made by Ray Ryburn and 
seconded by John Davis.  All in favor.  None opposed 

Finance Committee: 

The Committee looked into further ETCR and Tax Credits, but because of the two PPP loans, the church 
has only two months that would be eligible.  The committee decided that it would not look further into 
this federal program. 

Justin Atkins reported that he will get the standard scholarship agreement from the Arkansas Methodist 
Foundation to be used for church endowed scholarships. 

SPRC Report  

Salary for Senior Pastor and Assoc. Pastor will be finalized before the October deadline for Charge     
Conference. 

All job descriptions have been turned in, and Jack Lassiter will be compiling them into a common       
template.  He will bring them for final approval to a future Executive Council meeting 

Safe Sanctuary will now be Safe Gatherings and churches will use this app to check all backgrounds of 
new employees.   

Nomination Committee:  Nominations due October 17, 2022, for November Charge Conference.   

Pledge cards kickoff will be October 23, 2022, so that the church 2023 budget and employee salaries will 
be finalized before the end of 2022. 

 



 

Executive Council Notes Cont. 

Trustee Report  
1. Griffin Heating and Air replaced a couple thermostats and will  send a proposed service contract 

2. Kenny Hudgens to repair/replace outside can lights and breaker box in FLC kitchen 

3. Bakers working with Entergy to replace all lights in FLC and to get rebate 

4. Kenny Hudgens to purchase and install surge protection for Sanctuary 

5. Yard Service Agreement – ideas to be shared by email and Stephanie Brown to draw up a document 
to share with council 

Entertain the proposition to install solar.  Justin Atkins to speak with vendors who work in the solar   
business. 

Motion: to approve Baker’s bid to change out all the lights in FLC to LED made by John Davis and         
seconded by Justin Atkins.  All in favor.  None opposed. 

Safety Committee – Wil Maxwell has volunteered to be the chair of a newly formed safety committee, 
which will report on areas where improvement can be made on the safety of the church. 

Pastor Report  

Reverend Diffee attended Boy Scouts of America meeting to discuss moving forward.  Renee Holland is 
now the Committee Chair of Troop 67.  We are waiting for Boy Scout Council of El Dorado to send out 
info from national organization by October on how to move forward. 

The monthly staff meeting was August 3. Discussed a special revival service on October 9 at 5:00 PM.  
Service will be led by Dave Bush along with the Swamp Angels.  There will be meal following the service. 

Fern Fincher will be retiring and moving to Bentonville to be nearer her daughter and her family.  To    
replace her we will need a custodian/facility manager, Sunday and Wednesday nursery director, and a 
worker to unlock, lock doors, make coffee, and pick up donuts on Sundays. 

Brenda Wright will also step down from the children’s ministry.  She will continue to lead this team until 
a replacement is found. 

Rev. Lori Fallon Report  

New T-shirts, sweatshirts, and stickers with the FUMC/Love God, Love People logo are available to     
purchase. 
Jonathan Gosdin will step away from teaching the Sr. High Sunday School class. A replacement is     
needed. 

A grant to purchase an AED is needed.  Stephanie Brown will look into getting info on possible grants. 

During the Youth Mission Trip, the old bus had problems with the Air Conditioning.  It was fixed but 
needs to go to Ryburn’s to see if there are any more problems.  There were also problems with the back 
interior lights. 

Back to School celebration for families will be August 31.   

Blessing of the backpacks service will be August 14 at both services. 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Ray Ryburn and seconded by John Davis.  All in favor. None opposed. 
Meeting adjourned 7:40 P.M. 
Next meeting Monday, September 6, 2022. 
Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 



 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

 

Sole Purpose Update  

One of our church’s largest missions is right around the corner.   

Sole Purpose Sunday is October 16 from 2:00-4:00 p.m.   

On that day, we will be providing a new pair of shoes, new socks, a new 

winter coat, many children’s books to help children begin building a home 

library, an age appropriate Bible for each child to lead them toward the  

gospel, and a Gideon Bible for their parents.  We will be grilling hot dogs on 

the playground for these families and for our church family.  Because it is 

such a large mission, we need lots of volunteers!!   We will be throwing the 

doors of First United Methodist Church wide open to our community!       

So now is the time to set aside that day to take care of our Drew County      

children.   

We are still collecting funds to purchase these items.  We have two        

wonderful opportunities ahead of us to raise a little more money.  On    

Sunday, September 11 our children will be leading both of our worship   

services.  During this time, they will be taking a special collection to assist in 

the purchase of coats and shoes.  On Wednesday, September 14, our 

Wednesday night meal will include a bake sale!  There will be some very 

special items there for our church family to purchase.  So plan on coming to 

eat that night! 

Each year our church family has been so supportive in this mission.  Please 

feel free to invite other friends, family or other church families to join us in 

taking care of these children.  We invite and encourage all to join us. 



 

Wednesday September Meals 

September 7 

Ham 

Green beans 

Mac-n-Cheese  

Salad 

Bread 

Dessert (birthday cake) 

September 14 

Fried chicken 

Mashed potatoes & gravy 

Carrots 

Marinated salad 

Bread 

Dessert Auction/Sole Purpose 

September 21 

Ham/cheese sliders 

Potato salad 

Baked beans 

Fruit salad 

Dessert 

September 28 

Meatloaf 

Potato casserole 

Salad 

English peas 

Bread 

Dessert 

Meals subject to change             
without notice 

 

 

 

Please join us for a Men's Ministry Cookout 
on Tuesday, September 13 from 5-9 PM. 
The cookout will take place at Seven Devils 
Camp 1105 Selma/Collins Rd.  Dermott, AR 
71638. Meat and buns will be provided, 
but we are asking people to bring          
hamburger and hotdog trimmings, drinks 
and desserts. Please follow the link to the     
Sign-up Genius to let us know if you are 
coming and what you can bring. If you 
need a ride please call the church office to 
get your name on the bus list. We hope to 
see you there!  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10c0945abad2ba1f85-fumc 

 

 

 

 

Join us on either Monday, September 26 

at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall or 

Wednesday, September 28 at 5:30 PM in 

the FLC for a Bible study led by            

Bro. Bryan. We will embark on an 8 

week journey through the Book of       

Jonah. Please bring your favorite version 

of the Bible and prepare to hear from 

God and one another.  



 



 



First United Methodist Church 
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Monticello, AR 71655 


