
 

 Reflections 

 August  2022 
 317 S. Main Street 

Dear Friends, 

Aside from Science Fiction/Fantasy: Star Trek, Star Wars, etc. one of my favorite television shows has                 

always been 7th Heaven. The series follows the Reverend Eric Camden—a Protestant minister living in the fictional 

town of Glenoak, California—as well as Eric's wife Annie and their seven children. For my letter this month I    

wanted to share the text of a sermon that was preached on the show by the character Lucy Camden. Lucy has felt 

the call into ministry and wants to follow in the footsteps of her father. The scripture passage for the sermon is 

quite short, Genesis 2:2-3 "And he rested on the seventh day from all of his work he had made. And God blessed 

the seventh day and sanctified it". The following is what she shared with the congregation. 

“It wasn't that long ago that Sunday was the day we all rested. We treated Sunday as a special day, when we 

came to Sunday school and church. And we rested when we went home. We talked, we read, we spent time by 

ourselves. Meditating, or praying, or just reflecting on our lives, our purpose, and our behavior. Or even just the 

events of the week that just passed. It wasn't that long ago that businesses weren't open on Sunday. If you got in 

your car it was to visit your friends and family, just to let them know that you care, or maybe check out their    

situation, or just help out. At the end of the day of what used to be Sunday, people were rested and looked      

forward to the following week, sometimes with the determination to be kinder, to do better, and to work harder. 

What happened to Sunday? Our parents grew up with Sunday's off. That means they had 52 days a year to rest. 

And those were the years when there was a summer; a real summer. Three months off from school for children 

to play. A break from the 9-month long school year when the routine was different. The energy was different. The 

air was sweeter. The nights were longer, and children stayed up late because they could sleep in the next      

morning. It was when children wore themselves out with the fun of summer and longed for school again. We 

don't really have those summers anymore. We don't have those Sunday's anymore either. Children and parents 

and families and adults have 52 more days a year to do stuff. Sunday is the day we catch up on our work and our 

homework, because there is so much work and so much homework there's no time to do it. We work 7 days a 

week or at least are on the go 7 days a week, 52 weeks a year. And yet we wonder why children grow up so fast. 

Why people need drugs to relax. Why they need human contact even if it's in the form of inappropriate             

unfulfilling sex. Could it be because we've lost 52 opportunities a year to rest and reflect and/or visit our friends 

and loved ones? That's 520 days in 10 years. That's 1,040 days in 20 years. We’ve lost 1,040-plus days in our lives 

because Sunday is no longer Sunday. And we’re stressed and tired and irritable, and feel as if we have no time to 

do the things we need to do and never have the time to do the things we want to do. My fear is that we've lost 

our Sunday's forever unless we make an effort to reclaim them. And in losing our Sunday's, we're losing a lot 

more. “ 

Friends, as we quickly move from summer into fall my prayer is that we can all take the words of this sermon to 
heart and make the time to keep the main thing the main thing. May God bless you and keep you and I look     
forward to seeing you soon! 

Blessings, 

Bro. Bryan 
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Children’s Ministry 

Each Sunday children from age four through the 6th grade meet on the second floor above the 
Fellowship Hall for Sunday school.  They are led by Kim Fletcher, Diantha Beer, Isabel Bacon, and 
me.   

Each Sunday our Bible lesson is age appropriate for the children attending.  As our numbers grow, 
we will continue to divide our students so that each group can be taught all they can about God 
and the story.  We need more teachers in order to do this in the best possible way.    

Please prayerfully consider joining our Children’s Ministry team.  You will help teach the children 
Bible stories and what it means to be a part of God’s family.  Your presence and your knowledge 
are needed. 

Even if it hasn’t been laid on your heart to help in Children’s Sunday school, please join our team 
in prayer that God will lead those who are being nudged by the Holy Spirit to answer this call.   
Prayer is the most important component of our Children’s Ministry.  Please be in prayer for all the 
children we are privileged to be with as we teach them about GOD the Father, Son, and Holy     
Spirit.   

Ms. Brenda 

“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV 

Every other Thursday the Feed Our Neighbors teams open boxes, bag food, deliver 
bags to Neighbors, and pass out bags in the church parking lot.  The number of  
families we serve each time varies slightly.  We never turn anyone down or away; 
we give anyone who asks a bag of food.  Thank you, church family, for making this 
possible.  There are many people who are being helped through this ministry        
because of your generosity.  Our Neighbors often share the food they receive with   

                others when they see a need and are able to help.   

Some items we are not able to buy wholesale are the following: 
5 ounces of canned chicken; cake mixes; cake pouches, 16 ounce boxes of oatmeal; 15 ounce jars 
of peanut butter. 

To all of you who continue to support this ministry with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, 
your service, and your witness: THANK YOU! 

The FON Ministry Team 

“...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV   
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The Chancel Choir and Bells of Hope 

It’s time to toot your own horn 

The Traditional Service is adding Brass and Woodwinds to our regular 
service music! If you have experience with playing in your college or 
high school band, we hope that you will join this fun and inspiring 
group!  Please call or text Kathy Lyon @ 870-307-1518 for more         
information. 

Contemporary Worship Leader  

It’s a pleasure to now be serving my church as the Contemporary Worship    

leader! Please know that we see ourselves not as a performance group here to 

entertain, but as leaders of meaningful, musical worship. Our hope is that you 

will join us with lifted voices to sing God’s praises. Our singing voices are one 

thing that set us apart from other creatures, and I believe that all voices are 

beautiful to God’s ears. We welcome your favorite song suggestions, as well as 

you joining us with either your voice or instrument if and when you feel ready 

to contribute.  

Haley Greer 

Wednesday Night Bible Study 

Wednesday Nights will begin on September 7.  Bro. Bryan is             

contemplating beginning a Wednesday evening Bible study after the 

supper and on another weekday yet to be decided.  If you are interested in 

attending a Bible study, let him know.  Also, if you are interested in a 

nursery, please call the office @ 367-2471 so that we can have that in 

place. 
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For 35 years Ark Conference United Methodist Women have supported MiWatch     

financially and with volunteers. MiWatch stands for Ministries to Incarcerated    

Women and their Children. 

Prison staff identify women who do not have regular visitation with their children.           

Volunteers then provide transportation for the children to visit their mothers at the     

women’s prisons in Newport or Wrightsville. This support allows families to remain 

bonded during separation.  

The prisons are not allowing any visitors during COVID, but MiWatch will begin again 

as soon as they reopen. UMW units also help with Christmas gifts for MiWatch      

Children. 

Our UMW supports MiWatch by donating our change at monthly meetings. 

United  
Women 

 In Faith 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 

Our UMW has established a MASH (Mission and Service Helpers) group. It’s not a 

circle, and there are no meetings!  This group is for mission minded women who 

will be informed by email or text of projects or activities.  If you’re interested, call 

the church office at 367-2471 or Kathy Tumlison at 723-4054. 

Mission U is a UMW (United Women in Faith) annual event held at Hendrix        

College For three days participants train and prepare to conduct a mission study 

for their local unit or circle.  There are also sessions about UM mission                 

opportunities, worship, fellowship, local mission work, and lots of good food.    

This year’s mission study is Luke 13.  Brenda Wright loved it all and looks forward 

to going next year with some of our own United Women in Faith. 
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Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

Ben Crossett:    
Diantha Beer 
 
Randy Crossett: 
Sue & David Anderson 
Sally & Bob Kirst 
Patty Ross 
      
Joy Knight: 
Patty Ross 
 
Rod Norton: 
Sally & Bob Kirst 
Patty Ross 
 
Lois Ruff: 
Sally & Bob Kirst 
 
David Wilkins: 
Peggy & Auddy Doss 
Norma & Mike Kinard 
Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Robin D Johnson 
Patty Ross 
Eva Nell & Frank Swilley, Jr. 
Pat Carson-Williams & John Williams 

 
Memorials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor and celebration of :   
Mary Jo Wisener: 
Kathy Norris 

Dalene Stephenson: 
Ginger Wilkins 
 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-8:00  PM   FUMY + Supper  
   

       

 

Our Blessing of the Backpacks will be on 

Sunday, August 21 in both services.  

Tuesdays:  
10:00    AM  Prayer Team  

1:30      PM  Wilma Hankins— August 9 

6:30      PM   Small Group FLC 

8:00      PM   Young Adult Small Group 

Wednesday:  
6:00-8:00   PM FUMY Mid-week + Supper 
  (may vary week to week) 

6:00            PM Choir 

Thursdays: 
3:30        PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 

 

Communion in August 
will be on Sunday,  
August 7, 2022.  

Spouses Without Partners 

Tuesday, August 9 , 2022 
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the FLC.       



 

Dear FUMC Monticello Family, 
I have recently moved to the      

Houston, TX area to be closer to 

my children and grand-

children. FUMC Monticello has 

been my church family for the 

past twenty years, and it has 

been a wonderful, welcoming, 

loving, supportive, and           

mission-minded family that 

Loves God and Loves People.     

I will miss each and every one of 

you!!  Please pray that I will find 

a congregation here in my area 

where God wants me to serve 

Him.                                                

Gratefully, Mary Jo Wisener 

Wednesday Night Meals 

We still need workers to help with the Wednesday meals beginning on       

Wednesday, September 7.  If you wish to help, call Louisa Smith at 723-3560 or 

Kathy Tumlison at 723-4054.  Also there are other ways of helping.  If any of the 

Sunday School classes or other church groups would like to host one of the 

Wednesday meals, call Kathy or Louisa at the above number. 



 

Congratulations to Lucas Warren for completing his 

Eagle Project.  Lucas wanted to help his school band 

program with its storage space issue.  Drew Central 

Band Department needed some shelves built to     

organize a music library.  Lucas Warren is a band 

member and knew how vital this project was for the 

school.  With other scouts and family members, he 

completed five shelving systems on casters for the 

band department.  We will be planning his              

Eagle Court of Honor very soon.   

 

 



 

 

Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             John Davis, SPPRC         Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader               Wil Maxwell, Trustees         Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader              Justin Atkins, Treasurer        Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once 
each month to complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take 
action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions 
and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly 
newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.  

 

The Executive Council met on July 5th 

Security:  Jason Akers, Monticello Police Department Chief, spoke to the council     
regarding security. The Monticello Police Department has courses that they teach to 
help churches to define the security needs of the church and how to best accomplish 
them. 
  
SPRC Report 
Haley Greer accepted the position of Contemporary Music Leader.  She began on    
July 1, 2022.  

Trustee Report 
Clean-up day went well.  Concrete was repaired in parking lot, yard cleaned up, office 
workroom cleaned up and reorganized. 

Pastor Report 
September 7 will be the first Wednesday for after-school music, handbells, and Bible 
story & craft, and the Wednesday meal and adult programs. 

There may be a need for volunteers to help after school on Wednesdays and on Sun-
day mornings as floaters where needed. 

Rummage sale went really well.  It has been two years since we have been able to 
hold one.  On Saturday after the rummage sale, all clothing was bagged up and 
brought to First Presbyterian Church.  They have a clothes closet.  

Next meeting Monday, August 2, 2022. 



 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

Sole Purpose Sunday 

October 16, 2022 

2-4 PM 

Lots of Volunteers needed  

Mark your Calendars! 

 

Sole Purpose Update  

Sole Purpose Needs 

We are still raising funds for coats, 

shoes, and books for Sole Purpose   

Sunday.  Ordering will take place soon.  

If you feel led, please contribute to our 

church’s mission to help Drew County 

children.  Envelopes available in the 

Family Life Center and Sanctuary. 

Soul Purpose Teams 
Would you like to serve on a Sole Purpose Team?  Please call or text 
Belinda Carpenter at 870-723-3980 to share your area of interest.      
There are several areas that need help. 
Shoes  Coats      Socks  Books  Kitchen 

Julie Smith  Kathy Johnston     Jack Lassiter Kathy Tumlison Jessee Chappell 
LeAnne Burch Brenda Wright    Louisa Smith Kelly Sayyar 
Beth Jarrett Mary Kinaga    Isabel Bacon 
Emily Jarrett 

Registration  Food         Set-Up Committee     Calling Committee 
Susan La Point  John Kidwell       Anthony Brown 
Marge La Point  Sandy Funderburg   Blair Brown 
Michelle Nickolson Kenny Hudgens           

Fundraising Committee 





First United Methodist Church 

317 S. Main St.  

Monticello, AR 71655 


