
 

 Reflections 

 July 2022 
 317 S. Main Street   

Dear Friends, 

Two things will happen this summer that my family are set to encounter. 
One of these we look toward with reluctance, the other wholeheartedly. I 
am sure that we are not alone in the experience of these two very different 
but related events. Are you ready for this? Can you anticipate what they 
are? Well, I will tell you, heat and vacation. While we do not look forward to 
the sweltering heat (some of it has already too soon come our way) we 
know that it is a part of the summer and welcome it as a part of God’s    
created order. Vacation, well we welcome that with the same kind of giddy 
excitement as a kid waiting in line for the ice cream truck. 

As you are taking time off this summer and enjoying that much needed 
break from work and school, please do not forget about your church. Your 
financial support as well as your presence is greatly appreciated. We are 
never as strong as we are when we are in community. Also remember that 
wherever your summer takes you, whether it be to the beach, the        
mountains, or somewhere in between that Jesus goes with you. You have 
the opportunity to let your light shine into places as well as people who 
need the hope that you yourselves possess.  

The Apostle Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 5:20 that "We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through 
us." This summer, let's let Jesus make his appeal through us as we strive to 
make a difference for the Kingdom of God.  

Blessings, 

Bro. Bryan 
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Children’s Ministry 

What a fabulous VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL we had this year! 

Thank you to all of the adult and youth volunteers.  VBS would not have been the success it was 
without your faithfulness all week.  Thank you, too, to the parents, grandparents, and other      
care-givers who helped the children attend.  We learned how to be On a Roll with God! 

As soon as we are able to take a trip to Heifer International in Little Rock, we will hand them a 
check for $571.81, the amount that was collected the week of VBS from the boys and girls.  In case 
you were wondering, the money was collected each day in a Boys Box and a Girls Box.  The boys 
brought in more than the girls so one of our youth boys (James Sims) was given the privilege of 
putting a pie in the face of one of our youth girls (Mallory Fallon).  FUN!!!  FUN!!!  FUN!!! 

There were many other special treats this week.  The Bible story each day was performed by a  
brilliant cast of players under the direction of Dalene Stephenson.  Each child attending made   
several different crafts each day that Liz Burnett creatively designed.  Kathy Borchardt and          
Jennifer Fryer taught three different songs to the children and these were performed at Friday’s 
program.  Lori Fallon and Maggie Brown planned games and activities for all the kids to enjoy each 
day.  The kitchen crew under the direction of Kathy Tumlison served delicious snacks that often  
coincided with the Bible story of the day.   

Two FOOD TRUCKS fed all who attended the VBS closing program on Friday.  Jack Lassiter             
orchestrated this event from beginning to end.  It was a fantastic finish to a wonderful week.   
Prayer is the most important component of our Children’s Ministry.  Please be in prayer for all the 
children we are privileged to be with as we teach them about GOD the Father, Son, and Holy    
Spirit.   

We are in need of Children’s Sunday school teachers.  Please prayerfully consider joining our 
team. 
Ms. Brenda 

“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven 
belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV 
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The Chancel Choir Presents 

The Summer Solo Series 
  

July 10 Rebecca Nichols 

July 17 Jennifer Fryer 

July 24 Lillie Burchfield Payne 

July 31 Brandon Lyon 

August 7 Kathy & Rex Borchardt 

 Thanks so much! 

Kathy Lyon   

To all of our church family and extended family who continue to support 
this ministry with your prayers, your presence, your gifts, your service, and 
your witness: THANK YOU! 
 
Three of the newest members of this ministry who help out on Thursdays:        

Judy Murphy, Jessie Chappell, and Robbie Beer.   

The FON Ministry Team 

“...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and   sisters 
of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV  

Annual Conference Report 

We were honored to attend the annual conference of The Arkansas United Methodist 

Church June 1-3.  Our mornings began with worship provided by a praise band and 

speakers from around the conference.  This was a wonderful way to start the day. It was 

great to be with others from around the conference and see many familiar faces. We 

heard the reports and voted on recommendations of the various boards and agencies of 

the conference, all of which were very positive.  The body voted to suspend discussion 

of an alternate path for those churches seeking to disaffiliate until the Judicial Council 

rules whether use of that paragraph is appropriate.  In addition, a resolution was passed 

to send a letter to each of our senators and representatives in Washington asking them 

to take action on various aspects of mass shootings including gun control, mental 

health, and other issues.  



BSA 

 

200,000 Reasons 

 In 2014 one of every four kids in our state, approximately 200,000 children, struggled 

with hunger. That year, Arkansas United Methodists began a six-year initiate to do       

something to reduce childhood hunger. 

 Six years later, 85 percent of 654 UM churches in Arkansas have worked with other 

churches, hunger agencies, local food pantries and feeding programs, community  gardens 

and gleaning projects to reduce hunger and support needy families. 

 Monticello FUMC’s Feed Our Neighbors effort began with Brenda Wright and Ruth 

Langley sharing Wednesday night’s leftovers. This grew into a Thursday meal for anyone 

who wanted one. COVID changed the meals to canned and non-perishables delivered to 

the homes of whoever signed up. Currently, 70 families receive food purchased by our   

congregation, many of those come to the church every two weeks and those without    

transportation receive deliveries.    

   Thank you Brenda Wright and her teams of volunteers! 

 200,000 Reasons has begun to focus on poverty as the main cause of hunger. Family 

Stability and literacy are the areas they will emphasize going forward.  

 Our church has added children’s books to our Sole Purpose event to support literacy 

of Drew County kids. Sole Purpose 2022 will be October 16, which leaves plenty of time to 

clean out our bookcases for books the kids or grandkids have outgrown or lost interest in! 

Bring children’s books to the church office, or call Kathy Tumlison at 723-4054 to arrange a 

pick up. 

 Thank you for participating in this mission to help kids in Drew County. We are so 

blessed when we bless others! 

Dear Church Family,  

In September it will be 4 years since I started the birthday card ministry. It has been such a 

blessing to me.  

Since I have a lot on my plate, I need to pass the torch on to someone else! I am    hoping 

and praying someone will take this ministry over and give it as much love as  I have!     

(Cards are made out until the 1st of January.)  

I miss you all!      

Blessings, Lea Ann Forrest 
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Memorials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving memory of:  
Ben Crossett:   Randy Crossett: 
Joy & Dennis Holley  Judy Bynum 
Kathy & James Tumlison  Barry & Stacey Davis 
    Sandy & David Funderburg 
Connie Efird:   Joy & Dennis Holley 
Joy & Dennis Holley  Kathy & James Tumlison 

Paul Geissen:   Mary Ellis: 
Joy & Dennis Holley  Joy & Dennis Holley 

Joy Knight: 
Joy & Dennis Holley 

Lois Ruff: 
Isabel & Ed Bacon 
Sandy & David Funderburg 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Eddye Ann & Richard Reinhart 
Brenda Wright 

David Wilkins: 
Susan & Johnny Adkins 
Sue & David Anderson 
Isabel & Ed Bacon 
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett 
Susan Baum & Mike Carson 
Theresa & Henry Bentz 
Weiser Brown Oil Co. 
Faye Chandler & Family 
Gail & Randy Cockrell 
Commercial Bank 
Stacey & Barry Davis 
Betty Dodson 
Teresa & Ron Echols 
Sandy & Donny Edwards 
Sandy & David Funderburg 
Lisa & Cliff Gibson 
Judy & George Harris 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Patsy & J F Jordan 
Kay & Don Koen 
Maxwell Hardwood, Inc. 
Zach McClendon, Renea & John McClendon,                           
Robin McClendon & Tom Wingard 
Diane & Roger Miller 
Susan Musick 
Sue Pelt 
Diane & Mark Pennington 
Eddye Ann & Richard Reinhart 
Marion “MiMi” Ryburn 
Linda & Grady Tabor 
Renee Treadwell 
Kathy & James Tumlison 
Union Bank & Trust 
Mary Jane Vaughn & Andy Block & Mia Vaughn 
Brenda Wright 

 
Memorials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor and celebration of :   
Elgenia & Jim Ross 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

      5-8:00  PM FUMY + Supper  
  (No FUMY July 3, 24 & 31) 

       
        
 

Tuesdays:  
10:00    AM Prayer Team  

1:30      PM  Wilma Hankins— July 12 

6:30      PM   Small Group FLC 

8:00      PM   Young Adult Small Group 

Wednesday:  
6:00-8:00   PM FUMY Mid-week + Supper 
  (may vary week to week) 

6:00            PM Choir 

Thursdays: 
3:30        PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 

Spouses Without Partners 

Tuesday, July 5, 2022 
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the FLC.       

 

Communion in July    
will be on Sunday,              
July 10, 2022.  

 



 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you all so much for the cards, calls, and 

kindness you sent our way in the recent days.  

Your prayers for us were felt and appreciated.  

These acts of kindness lifted our spirits in this 

sad time.  Thank you again. 

Sincerely, 

Jim & Cookie Crossett 

Prayer Garden    

Buy a Brick Program 

Buy a brick order forms 
are available in the office, 
the Sanctuary Narthex, 
and Family Life Center. If 
you are interested in   

buying a brick, pick up a form, fill it 
out, and return it to the church office 
or Deborah James.                             
Deborah’s email is 
dwjames@sbcglobal.net 
and her phone number is 
870-814-8502. 

The deadline for ordering 
a brick is July 31. 

Dear Church Family, 

I wanted to take the time to thank my 

church family for all your prayers and 

support as I navigated Local Pastor      

Licensing School. I appreciate every one 

of you. I miss you all! I pray for all of you 

every day.  I am now a Licensed Local 

Pastor, and I am humbled and blessed.  

Reverend Bryan, thank you so much for 

all that you have done for me.  

Pastor Lori, thank you so much! Your 

words of encouragement and prayers 

mean a lot!  

Lea Ann Forrest 

From Debra Dardenne: 

Thank you for the very 

nice gift basket.          

Everyone enjoyed the 

goodies.  Again, thank 

you. 



 

June is a month for camps in the Scouting program for De Soto Area    

Council.  We had three days of First Year Camper which is where 

those scouts who have just crossed over attend camp to earn rank 

skills and learn additional Scouts BSA Skills not taught in Cub 

Scouting.  Out of the 18 campers, 3 were from Monticello.  They 

completed their Tenderfoot rank and worked on Second and First 

Class.   

We have also had Cub Day camp week with the theme of Wild Wild 

West Camp De Soto.  Each day was filled with sessions of crafts, 

songs/skits, STEM activities, GAGA Ball, Sports/Games, Archery and 

BB Guns, Hikes, Swimming, and on Friday we were visited by the  

Arkansas Game and Fish before we started our fishing derby.      

During the week we had LASSO lessons and a special camp guest 

named "MOOONEY."  To cool us off we had story time in the dining 

hall learning about how kids lived and learned on the "old frontier."  

During Scouts BSA Summer Camp, we continued the Wild WIld 

West theme with the troops.  Our Scouts were able to pick from 26 

different merit badges, they had five classes each day.  After 4 pm 

the Scouts had free time to swim, do shooting sports, or play GAGA 

ball.  We had evening activities such as Greasy Watermelon Race, 

Local Rodeo Family came to camp and did an exhibition of roping 

and barrel racing.  We had a movie night at the pool to help cool us 

off, played yard games, and participated in the Summer Camp 

Scramble competition.  It was a great week!!  

We had two of our Scouts serve on staff from Troop 67 during the 

summer camps, Johnny McClendon and Aaron McMahan.        

Reneé Holland served as Camp Director at De Soto for three 

weeks.  June has been a long month of scouting.  We will take the 

month of July off and will return to regular meetings on August 1.    

Thank you to Monticello FUMC for always supporting Scouting.  



 
 

Boy Scout Camp 



 

 

Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader             John Davis, SPPRC         Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader               Wil Maxwell, Trustees         Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader              Justin Atkins, Treasurer        Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor               Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once 
each month to complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take 
action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions 
and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly 
newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Jack Lassiter at 6:35 PM. 

Reverend Diffee provided an opening prayer. 

The minutes of the June 7 meeting had been distributed earlier through email. A motion to      
accept the minutes and Financial & Special Funds Report as presented made by Ray Ryburn and 
seconded by Wil Maxwell.  Passed unanimously. 

Finance Report. 

Eleanor Sterns Musick scholarship funds will be moved out of Special Funds into a separate fund 
to establish a principal.  $16407.50 is the principal amount. 

Book Review: Mission Possible.  The Council reviewed the SWOT Analysis with special attention 
to Threats.  We have not done a threat analysis in a few years. In the future we should have 
someone come in and analyze what we can do in the wake of recent shootings in other states.  
Jason Akers will  be asked to come in and speak to the council and give some advice on how we 
can adopt a safety policy. 

SPRC Report  

Job Descriptions of all employees have been distributed among the Council members to review 
and update.  The deadline for submitting updated job descriptions is August 1, 2022.  Four have 
already been completed.  The benefits for full and part-time employees will be updated and once 
finalized will be disseminated to employees. 

An interview is set for Haley Greer as the applicant for the Contemporary Music Leader.            
Bryan Diffee, John Davis, Greg Fallon, Lori Fallon, Jack Lassiter, Kathy Lyon, and Carole Martin will        
interview the candidate.   

 



 

Trustee Report  

• A bid received from Aramark to provide and replace weekly door mats for all entrances was  

     discussed and approved at $29.07 per month. 

• June 11, 2022, church clean-up day. 

• Reviewed bid from Wayne’s heating and air. Ray Ryburn to have Griffin’s come in and give us 

      another bid. 

• Bakers came out to look at FLC and give bid on changing out the lights.  Entergy has a rebate 

      program that will offset the cost. Bakers will assist with the application 

• Visitor signs in parking lot were repaired and are now standing. 

Kenny Hudgens to repair the breaker box in the FLC kitchen. 

Senior Pastor Report  

The 2022 session of the Arkansas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church met the 
week of June 1-4 in Hot Springs. Rev. Bryan Diffee and Rev. Lori Fallon attended as clergy           
appointed to FUMC Monticello. Our Lay Delegates were Leanne Burch and Julie Smith. Outside of 
the normal business of the conference, there were only two major items of business.  

First, a resolution concerning how churches could disaffiliate was deferred until the Judicial 
Council could rule on its validity. Second, the conference passed a resolution concerning sensible 
gun legislation.  

We are happy to report that both of our pastors have been reappointed for another year. Thank 
you for your support and prayers, and if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to       
contact anyone who was a part of our delegation.   

The church has added 22 members in the las 18 months with confirmands, new members, and 
transferring members.   

Online views of our worship service are steady at 200-250 per week and some weeks upward of 
500 views. 

Associate Pastor Report Intergenerational bowling was a tremendous hit. We will look into      
having another bowling night before school starts. 

Combined service for July 3, 2022, in the Family Life Center at 10:30 A.M. with lunch to follow.  
Choir and Praise Band to combine for the music of hymns and contemporary songs.  Lunch at 
11:30. 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Ray Ryburn and seconded by Justin Atkins.  All in favor. None     
opposed. 

Meeting adjourned 7:50 P.M. 

Next meeting Monday, July 5, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 

Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 



 

 
 

 





First United Methodist Church 

317 S. Main St.  

Monticello, AR 71655 


