Reflections
June 2022
317 S. Main Street
Friends,
As I sit at my desk, reflecting on the past 18 months as your Senior Pastor, I am thankful to
be in ministry with such an amazing group of disciples. You have taught me a lot and have
loved me even more. The ways in which you have enfolded me and my family with grace
and care is nothing short of amazing. I am looking forward to another year of ministry with
you, and I look forward to what God is going to do through our lives and our church. I am
thankful for such an incredibly talented group of staff members: Lynne Russell, Kathy Lyon,
Kathy Borchardt, Brenda Wright, Jennifer Fryar, Mary Donaldson, and Michael Reed. I am
also thankful that I get to work side by side with one of the most gifted Associate Pastor's
that a Senior Pastor could ask for, Lori Fallon.
In our short time together, we have seen our church accomplish some amazing things.
We have rebounded from the effects of Covid and grew relationally, numerically, spiritually,
and financially. Through our three confirmation classes and others who have joined us, we
have increased our membership by 20 persons. We continue to reach out into the
community and impact lives through Feeding our Neighbors, Sole Purpose, and mobile
food distributions. Our youth are giving of their time to help with Feed the Kids and by
traveling out of state to share the love and compassion of Jesus. The Nurture Team
continues to dream of new ways to minister to those in need and our Sunday school and
small groups are thriving. In just a few short weeks, we will be in the middle of Vacation
Bible School. God is on the move, and I am excited!
As we move into the summer months and are taking time off and enjoying that much
needed break from work and school, please do not forget about your church. Your prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness are still needed and very much appreciated. Please
continue to pray for our newest Contemporary Worship Leader position. God already has
someone in mind for the job. My prayer is that that person will be sent our way.
Take care...God bless...and I hope to see you all soon!
Blessings,
Bro. Bryan

Hannah Diffee was presented the United Methodist Women’s
Scholarship on Senior Sunday, May 1, 2022, at Monticello
FUMC. Hannah is the daughter of Rev. Brian and Gretchen Diffee
and attended Crossett High School. She participated in band,
Beta Club, and National Honor Society. She serves with her
mother as AR Conference UMW Resource Coordinator, managing
the Lending Library. Hannah plans to attend Southern Arkansas
University and major in Mass Communications.
Congratulations Hannah!
Megan Stephens was presented the Eleanor Stearns Musick
Scholarship on Senior Sunday, May 1, 2022. Megan graduated
from Monticello High school in May where she was in band and a
majorette. She is very active at FUMC in church and Youth, and
she will attend Mississippi State in the fall. Megan is the daughter
of Audrea and Chuck Stephens. Audrea is the District
Administrator for the Southeast District. Congratulations, Megan!
Congratulations to Sydney Fallon! Sydney was awarded the First
Annual Jordan Lee Memorial Scholarship on Senior Sunday,
May 1, 2022. Sydney is the daughter of Greg and Lori Fallon and the
sister of Mallory. She recently graduated from Monticello High
School with honors. While there, Sydney was a member of the
National Honor Society, the Beta Club, the Art Club, and the French
Club. She has served as president of the Southeast District Youth
Team, she is a volunteer deliverer for Feed the Kids, and she has
attended FUMY mission trips since she was in seventh grade. Sydney
now plans to attend UCA’s Norbert O. Schedler Honors College in
Conway.
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Children’s Ministry

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is here!
Our theme this year is On a Roll with God!
VBS will be from Monday, June 6 - Friday, June 10 from 9:00 am - Noon. If you have not
registered your children or grandchildren, please do so. The form is on our fumcmonticello.org
website. Children age 4 (that are potty trained) through children who just completed 6th grade
are invited to join us.
We will meet each morning at 9:00 in the sanctuary and then go to our activities. VBS activities
include the following each day: Bible story, crafts, recreation, music, and snacks.

Our offering this year will be given to Heifer International. All week we will put our offering in a
girl or boy designated container as there will be a competition between the girls and boys. A
youth from the “group” that wins gets to throw a pie in the face of a youth from the losing
group!
On Friday we will have a program at 11:30 for anyone wanting to see what we’ve done. At noon
we will each get a ticket to enjoy lunch from one of the FOOD TRUCKS that has come to our
parking lot.
Prayer is the most important component of our Children’s Ministry. Please join our team in
prayer for all the children we are privileged to be with as we teach them about GOD the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. Please pray for the adult leaders and youth that have agreed to help with
VBS.
Ms. Brenda
“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV
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Chancel Choir – Bells of Hope

Chancel Choir is rehearsing each Wednesday in the Chancel Choir
Room @ 6 pm. These rehearsals are an hour of musical fellowship that
lifts your spirit as you participate in preparing music for our
traditional worship services. IF you are a singer, or just a
lover of good music, please join this group!

The Children's Choir and Bells
What a great year we have had singing and ringing and learning about the
love of Jesus! Personally I have made a lot of new friends this year at choir
and learned more about the children I already knew! What a wonderful
blessing these children are at FUMC. I hope everyone has an awesome
summer. Maybe I will see you at VBS in June.
If not, then I hope to see you all in the fall for
Wednesday afternoon at choir!
Love to you all,
Mrs. Kathy

Graduates from Universities and Colleges
Kaylee Barnard Brixie — BS in Nursing, Registered Nurse
Grayson Griffin — BS in Business Administration in Finance
Madison Ryburn — BS in Fashion Merchandising with a
minor in Marketing
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On June 11 beginning at 8 AM, the church is having a work/clean-up day. We will
be focusing on cleaning the lot on Jackson of rocks and other debris. The tools
needed are shovels, hoes, pick-axes, and five-gallon buckets. We will also need a
flatbed trailer to haul away debris. James Tumlison will bring a cement mixer to
fill holes in the parking areas and a tractor to work on the lot. Inside the church
the office workroom will be another project. If there are other areas of the
church that you think needs some work, let the church office know and Lynne
will get that organized. Lunch will be provided.

Many of you pray faithfully for this ministry. Enough cannot be said
about the power of prayer. Please continue to pray that we
(individually and collectively) are following God’s will in this ministry.
Some families are being delivered to and some pick up their bags
from 11:00-12:00 when they come to the church parking lot. Our
families are receiving the blessing of food; together we receive blessings of
friendship and fellowship.
We are delivering bags to about 70 families every other week. A small jar of
peanut butter is given to each family about every month. This is an item that is
not available from a wholesale store. Thank You for helping by giving any size jar
of peanut butter!
All monetary donations and food donations are sincerely appreciated.
Everything we receive is used to help Our Neighbors.
THANK YOU for your continued faithfulness to this ministry.
The FON Ministry Team
Matthew 25:40 “... as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did
it to me.”
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Sole Purpse Update

We are currently fundraising for our next Sole Purpose Distribution. Our goal is
$10,000! This will purchase shoes, coats, Bibles, and books for our school age
children. So far we have reached over 1,000 children with this ministry, and we want
to continue to provide for their very basic needs. Because of so many areas of
shortages, we need to start ordering these items NOWl Please select an envelope
from our donation boards and make your contribution today!

United
Women
In Faith
Faith, Hope, Love in Action
Ladies, if you are interested in UMW but are unable to attend a circle, consider our
new MASH group. Mission and Service Helpers will be kept informed of activities and
projects by email or text. Call the church office @ 367-2471 or Kathy Tumlison @
723-4054 to let us know you are interested.

Southeast AR District UMW met April 23 in Gillett. Decorations and tables were
impressive with vintage clothing, hats, and grandmother’s china. Amanda Smith
spoke about the of continuum of mental health care offered to AR children and
families by Methodist Family Health. Our Go Up and Give Campaign supports MFH as
well as a yearly contribution from UMW Holiday Bazaar. Trudy Jackson serves as a
district officer and gave the devotion. Brenda Wright, also a district officer, did a book
review. Gretchen and Hannah Diffee serve at the conference level and provided the
lending library. It was a good day!
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Communion in June
will be on Sunday,
June 5, 2022.

Weekly Events
Sundays:
9:00
11:00
10:00

AM In-person & Online Service
AM In-person & Online Service
AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s
Sunday School
AM Chancel Choir
PM FUMY Supper
(may vary week to week)

10:00
5-7:30

Memorials were given to the glory of
God and in loving memory of:
Randy Crossett:
Gail & Randy Cockrell
Kathy & Jere Johnston
Susan Musick
Kathy Norris
Connie Efird:
Genie Boren

Mary Jo Haynes:
Kathy & Jere Johnston
Rod Norton:
Carole & William Bullock
Peggy & Leon Chapman

Mondays:
6:30
6:30

PM Boy Scouts FH
PM Executive Council—June 7

Tuesdays:
10:00
6:00
1:30
6:00

AM Prayer Team
PM Circle 3 (LeAnne/Julie) June 14
PM Wilma Hankins— June 14
PM Libby Annulis—June 14

6:30

PM Small Group FLC

8:00

PM Young Adult Small Group

Wednesday:
6:00-8:00 PM FUMY Mid-week + Supper
(may vary week to week)
6:00
PM Choir

Thursdays:
3:30

PM Feed Our Neighbors
(Every other Thursday)

Saturday
June 11 8:00 AM Church Word Day/ Lunch
provided

June 6-10
9-Noon AM Vacation Bible School

Spouses Without Partners
Tuesday, June 14, 2022
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the FLC.
Lunch Provided

During the month of May Cub Scouts had their year end
Ice Cream Party and awards. Cubs received their final
awards for the year and Clare Norcio received recognition
for her had work for Pack 69 and dedication to the
Scouting program.
Boy Scouts also had an Ice Cream party and awards in May
for advancement. Jonathan McMahon received
recognition for his dedication and service to the troop, we
couldn't get around with our Troop trailer without
him. Johnny McClendon was recognized for her service to
the Troop as the Senior Patrol Leader. During May the
Troop has also worked with our newest Scouts in the rank
advancement, had a parent meeting to discuss summer
camp sessions, assisted the Monticello Kiwanis with
placing the American Flags around the Downtown Square
and the County Courthouse. We have two more Troop
meetings before Summer Camp!!

From the
family of Mary Jo Haynes:

From the
Bacon Family:
FUMC of Monticello,

Dear UMC Family,
How can we ever express our gratitude to you for
the care and meals you provided during our loss of
Mary Jo? Thursday’s meal of fried chicken and
sides was delicious. Saturday’s potluck of wonderful chicken, ham, and delicious casseroles and
desserts was fabulous. We appreciate your care
and concern. Words are inadequate to express our
gratefulness.
Sincerely, Larry and Polly
Prayer Garden
Buy a Brick Program

Our new daughter’s First Bible is
such a special gift. We
appreciate the thoughtfulness.
God bless everyone!
Pablo, Tyler, and Indie

Many Thanks
Dear FUMC Family,
Thank you for the amazing senior
Sunday! It was so special!
I appreciate my Bible and all those
who helped with the brunch between services.
Love, Hannah D

Buy a brick order forms
Thank you
are available in the office,
To FUMY, Thank you for always treating me like
the Sanctuary Narthex,
and Family Life Center. If
family and guiding me in the right directions and
you are interested in
giving me a place to call home.
buying a brick, pick up a form, fill it
Jordan Light
out, and return it to the church office
or Deborah James.
Deborah’s email is
Dear Church Family,
dwjames@sbcglobal.net
and her phone number
Thank you very much for all the graduation conis 870-814-8502.
gratulations and well wishes.

Thanks

Sydney

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2024
Carole Martin, SPPRC
Maggie Brown, Trustees
Isabel Bacon, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once
each month to complete
various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to
take action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly
newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.

May 2, 2022 Meeting
SPRC
Job Descriptions of all employees have been distributed among the Council members
to review and update, as needed.
Council will look into defining and updating the vacation and sick time policies for all
part-time employees.
Trustee Report
Deborah James attended the meeting to discuss her idea concerning the brick entrance from the Prayer Garden into the building. Her idea is to create a glassed enclosure that would be paid for by fundraising. The Council has previously discussed
an awning to cover the area to keep the bricks from being a hazard. Bids will need to
be obtained before a final decision is made.
The trustee will get bids on awning. The church will power wash the bricks, and the
church office will get bids on mats and contract to keep them cleaned until a decision
is made to install an awning or build a structure.
The Jackson lot is leveled, but there are concerns about concrete still in the lot.
The Council discussed the need for light bulbs to be replaced in the Family Life Center.
Pastor Report
Easter and Senior Sunday went well. Mother’s Day and confirmation Sunday were
discussed. Vacation Bible School is in June and plans are being finalized for the
week.
Rummage sale will be held on July 1 & 2. Collection of rummage will be the last
week in June.
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