
 

 

 



 

 Reflections 

 May 2022 
 317 S. Main Street 

Friends, 

Upon my graduation from high school, my mom placed in a Bible some things that she 
wanted me to know.  Recently, as I was preparing to speak to our graduating seniors, I 
pulled that particular Bible out and found these treasures waiting inside.  I was so    
encouraged by these words that I thought that I would share them with our           
graduating seniors of 2022. 

My mom first wrote, “May God bless you as you start your new life, and he will if you 
remember to always put him first and seek his will.  Stay good and please go to church 
as often as you can and remember to read your Bible every day. Here are some things I 
have wanted to give you. Keep them in your Bible so they will be handy to read every 
so often. Love you with all my heart. I will be around any time that you need me.” 

Among the items that she placed in my Bible were some very memorable quotes that 
mean as much to me now as they did when I first read them, such as: “the School of 
Hard Knocks is profitable only for those who learn its lessons." “God does not shield us 
from life’s storms; he shelters us in life’s storms.” Finally, there was this one, “Labels 
can be changed but that doesn’t change what is inside.” 

My mom was always one to give good advice. She was always one that you could talk 
to and get a straight answer. If I would have listened to her sooner, I probably would 
have avoided many of the mistakes and heartaches that I endured during my early 
20’s. But, I guess that is all part of growing up. Mistakes will be made, situations and 
friends change but through it all your family will always love you and God will remain a 
constant friend. 

To those who are about to embark upon a new chapter in the unfolding story of life, 
my prayers and support go with you whether it is to college, the military, or the     
workforce. Remember to “stay good, go to church as often as you can, read your       
Bible every day,” and most importantly, remember that “I will be around any time that 
you need me.” 

Blessings, 

Brother Bryan 
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Chancel Choir – Bells of Hope   

  A big THANK YOU to the singers, ringers, narrators, and instrumentalist that      

provided beautiful music in our Contemporary and Traditional Worship services this 

Lenten Season.   

Justin Atkins, Kathy Borchardt, Carolyn Bulloch, Scott Burnett, Belinda Carpenter, 

Dave Carpenter, Renee Clark, Gretchen Diffee, Hannah Diffee, Mary Donaldson, 

Greg Fallon, Mallory Fallon, Sandy Funderburg, Jennifer Fryer, Walter Godwin,       

Natalie Gosdin, Kevin Grant, Haley Greer, Greg Hatley, Cindy Hudgens,                    

Michael James, Walker Jarrett, Daniel Lane, Addy Beth Maxwell, Shelia Maxwell, Wil 

Maxwell, Terry Nugent, Diane Pennington, Jay Simpson, Julie Smith, Tommy Smith, 

Andi Wagner, Michael Wagner, Presley Wagner, David Webb, and Mary Jo Wisner  

The Children's Choir and Bells  

What a wonderful Palm Sunday we had! 

First, the children processed into the sanctuary waving their palm branches.     
Later in the service, they sang "Who Am I" to a very enthusiastic congregation, 
and then the children rang their handbells to the Doxology while the                
congregation  sang along! It was a full service and we were so proud to be a part 
of it!  

We will sing and ring on May 8th in the late service hope to see you then!  

Love to all of you!       

In his name we sing,  
Mrs. Kathy  

Graduates from Universities, Colleges, and Vocational  Schools 

Dallas Harvey — Associate of Applied Science - Industrial Technology 
Advanced Certificate – Electromechanical Instrumentation Technology 

Bradley Magness — Master’s Degree in Accounting May 7, from the University of Mississippi. 

Emily Johnston — Master of Science in Education and School Counseling from ASU  
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Children’s Ministry 

What an exciting Lenten Season!  More and more children are joining us during the Sunday 
school hour and on Wednesdays after school.  What a blessing to be able to share Bible stories 
with all those who attend! 

THANK YOU to these ladies who helped make April 13 special: 
Kathy Johnston who cut, wrote on, and ordered items for our Bible stories and activities;     
Amanda Gilbert who decorated the Fellowship Hall and tables; Kim Fletcher who shared the 
meaning of the different colors of Jelly Beans we added to an empty Cross; Katelyn Burch who 
read R. C. Sproul’s Easter story The Donkey Who Carried a King; and Isabel Bacon who taught the 
Biblical account of Jesus’ resurrection and helped us paint and decorate eggs. 

Thank You, too, to the Easter Bunny, the moms and dads who brought their children, those who 
helped take pictures, and those who stayed with their little ones.  Thank you to all of you who 
brought filled eggs.  THANK YOU to the youth for hiding the eggs and for staying with the        
children until the eggs were found. 

Last Sunday, April 24 at the 11:00 service, the children did a song/rap about JESUS’ Twelve      
Disciples.  They did a fabulous job!   

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL is just around the corner: June 6-10 from 9am-noon.  Please check out 
the ‘flier’ in this newsletter.    

Please join our team in prayer for all the children we are privileged to be with as we teach them 
about GOD.   

Ms. Brenda 

“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV 
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United  

Women 

In Faith 

Faith, Hope, Love in Action 
United Methodist Women is changing their name to United Women in Faith.  In 150 

years of mission, our organization has more than 25 names reflecting times, stages, 

and styles. 

“Ladies,” “Woman’s,” “Women’s,” societies, associations, guilds, or circles —            

regardless of the name, we remain women in mission who want to follow God’s call 

for His Glory. 

If you are interested in United Methodist Women but are unable to attend meetings, 

consider Joining our newly-formed MASH circle. 

Mission and Service Helpers will be kept informed by text or email of projects or 

events that need helpers.  Call the church office or Kathy Tumlison at 723-7084 to put 

your name on the MASH list. 
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Memorials were given to the glory of  
God and in loving memory of:  

William Busby: 
Susan & Tom White  Rod Norton: 
    Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Chase Harrison:  Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Danny & Andrea Brown Judy & Jack Lassiter 
Barry & Stacey Davis  Susan & Tom White  
Judy & George Harris   
Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Kathy & Jere Johnston  Martha Jean Wagner: 
Shirley & Tommy Sawyer Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Susan & Tom White  Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Brenda Wright   Brenda Wright 
 
Connie Efird:   Sandra West: 
Barry & Stacey Davis  Charlotte McGarr 
Judy & George Harris 
Bennie & Buck Henderson Al Williams: 
Charlotte McGarr  Jimmie Jo & David Leech 
Diane Pennington 
 
Mary Ellis:   Joy Knight: 
Sue & David Anderson  Belinda & Dave Carpenter 
Isabel & Ed Bacon  Gain & Randy Cockrell 
Gail & Randy Cockrell  Barry & Stacey Davis 
Sandy & David Funderburg Joe Fletcher 
Kathy & Jere Johnston  Charlotte McGarr 
Brenda Wright   Diane Pennington 
    Kathy & James Tumlison 
Robert Ellis:   Brenda Wright 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 
 
Charlie Fincher: 
Sue & David Anderson 
Isabel & Ed Bacon 
Barry & Stacey Davis 
Sandy & David Funderburg 
Bennie & Buck Henderson 
Kathy & Jere Johnston 
Brenda Wright 
 
Paul Giessen: 
Our Small Group 
 

 
Memorials were given to the glory of  

God and in loving honor and celebration of birthday:   
Jim Ross:   

Mary & Ralph Cotham 

 
 
 
 

Weekly Events 
Sundays: 
9:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

11:00  AM In-person & Online Service 

10:00  AM  Adult, Youth, and Children’s  

                       Sunday School 

10:00  AM  Chancel Choir 

4:00  PM Confirmation Class FH 

      5-7:30  PM FUMY Small Groups/Supper 

      Mondays:   
       6:30      PM  Boy Scouts FH 

6:30      PM  Executive Council—May 2 

Tuesdays:  
10:00    AM Prayer Team  

6:00      PM  Circle 3 (LeAnne/Julie) May 10 

1:30      PM  Wilma Hankins— May 10 

6:00      PM  Libby Annulis—May 10 

Wednesday:  
3:30-5:00  PM Children’s rotation—End 5/4      

5:00      PM Family Night Meal—End 5/4 

5:30            PM “Thoughts From the Upper 
            Room” —End 5/4 

3:30-5:00   PM FUMY Hangtime—End 5/11 

5:30-7  PM  FUMY Mid-Week End 5/11 

7:00            PM Bells of Hope—End 5/11 
_________________________________ 
Wednesdays after May 11: 

6-8:00     PM   FUMY Mid-Week w/supper 

6:00         PM  Chancel Choir  

6:30         PM  Wednesday Small Group  

Thursdays: 
3:30        PM   Feed Our Neighbors  
                            (Every other Thursday) 

Spouses Without Partners 

Tuesday, June 7, 2022 
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the FLC. 

Lunch Provided 

 

Communion in June    
will be on Sunday,              
June 5, 2022.  

 



 

During the month of April, Cub Scouts worked on their skills as  

paleontologists by making dinosaur footprints, building fossils in 

sedimentary layers, matching characteristics of dinosaurs;      

learning the meaning of words in the Scout law and oath of      

Service and Loyalty; and learning how to be a team player with 

the requirements of Games Tigers Play.  We have our final 

meeting for Cub Scouts on May 2 with an Ice Cream Party and 

awards.  Summer will be here before we know it.  

 

 

Boy Scouts in Troop 67 started the month of April at Logoly State 

Park with a district wide camporee.  The troops competed in 

Scout Skill Challenges of Compass Board Game, First Aid Stretcher 

Relay, Orienteering, Fire Building, Lashing/Puddle Jumper, Egg 

Protection, and High Adventure Relay.  During the weekend the 

scouts had an opportunity to explore trails that led to the first 

Scout Camp for our district back in the early 1900's, naps in their 

hammocks, and toured the visitor center.  On April 11 the Boy 

Scouts participated with the VFW by honoring Vietnam War     

Veterans and participating with the Wreath Across America        

exhibit with completing the opening flag ceremony and a             

retirement flag ceremony.  They continue to work on their rank 

advancements and are ready to work toward Summer Camp in 

June.  The troop will continue meeting during the summer after 

school ends.  Preparation has already started for summer camp 

by intruding Cleanliness and Organization for their troop trailer.   

 

 



 

From the family of Martha Wagner: 

Church Family, Nurture Team & Prayer Team 

We would like to thank you for all your many prayers and 
thoughts over the last few years for our “Maw Maw.”  
Thank you all for surrounding us with love, kindness & 
prayers in our recent loss of her.  Also, we would like to 
thank the nurture team for all the goodies and note cards 
delivered to her at Grand Manor.  She really enjoyed the 
treats and she saved all of your cards. 

Love, Michael, Andi, Presley & Jack Wagner 

The family of Fern Fincher would like 
to thank you for your support of Fern 
after the passing of Charlie. The food 
that the ladies brought was amazing. 
We are so glad that Fern has such 
great friends. 

Church Family, 

Truly Monticello United Methodist Church has the most caring, thoughtful,       

and loving people.  Sonny and I were blessed to be a part of it 

for twenty years.  Thank you for that.  I will miss Monticello but 

     will watch each Sunday from Kansas. 

     Love to all, Phyllis Jones  

Thank you to the church family 
for the generosity of hosting 
the reception for Chase’s 
friends and family.  We are     
forever grateful.  Thank you for 
praying for us. The community 
within the church has  provided 
us strength with calls and 

letters.  We are so appreciative.  Thank you,         
April Harrison, Amber King, and Betty Sawyer 

To the good people of FUMC,  

Thank you for the prayers, sweet 
wishes, and concern for my    
daughter, Lacey King Hankins,    
during her difficult pregnancy and 
Tillie’s early delivery. 

We will forever treasure the First 
Bible that the church gave to Tillie 
Rose!  We will read it to her until 
she’s old enough to read it on her 
own. 

Sincerely, Kathy King, Terry Swilley, 
Trey Hankins & Lacey King Hankins 

Dear Pastor Bryan & the Monticello 
FUMC Family, Thank you very much for 
your amazing hospitality at our April 2, 
2022, District Committee on Ministry 
Gathering.  Your Fellowship Hall was 
perfect for the work that we had before 
us. 

We appreciate your kindness in meeting 
our needs. We all had a wonderful time 

God be with you, keep you, Surround 
you with love, peace & joy always.  We 
pray your Holy Week is glorious!      
Blessings, 

Rev. Edna Morgan 



 

 
 

 

The Nurture Team continues to meet and look for ways to care for our                
congregation.    

Upcoming events include: 

Senior Brunch on May 1 at 10 a.m.  We will celebrate the next big step in the 
lives of our youth as they graduate and go on to college, trade schools, or 
jobs. Help is needed for clean-up after the brunch. If you are parent of a    
junior, please consider helping that day.   

Special recognition of Mothers and Fathers during May and June.  
Spouses without Partners continues to meet for lunch at noon on the first   

Tuesday in the Family Life Center.  The group is open to anyone in our        
congregation and community who may be widowed or whose spouse is    
currently not able to live at home.  Please call the church office by the        
previous Friday to let us know you are coming. 

Confirmand Sunday is May 15.  A celebration brunch will be held between      
services to celebrate these new members.  If you would like to volunteer to 
help set up and clean up, please contact Louisa.   

Showers are planned for Alex Borchardt's wedding on May 15 from 1-3 p.m. in 
the Family Life Center and a baby shower for Mary Beth Wigley on May 22 
from 1-3 p.m. in the Family Life Center.  We hope you can join us to celebrate 
these life-affirming events.   

Nurture Team members continue to visit shut-ins, provide meals, and keep in     
contact with those in our congregation who are unable to attend. Bulletins are 
mailed each week to nearly 20 shut-ins to help keep them connected with church 
activities. An Easter goodie bag was taken to over 20 people who are homebound 
or in nursing homes or assisted living.  The next goodie bag is planned for this   
summer. Please remember the meals in the freezer in the fellowship hall if you or 
your family has a need.   

The membership audit is ongoing.  Kathy Johnson and Bro. Bryan are composing a 
letter to send to those people whose names appear on the rolls but do not attend.  
Many names are from 1960's forward.  Kathy is requesting assistance from those 
who may know these members or family to contact about their wish to remain on 
church rolls.  

After the May meeting on May 3, Nurture Team will not meet again until August 2.  
If you are interested in serving the congregation, please join us May 3 at 5 p.m. in 
the Family Life Center.   



 

Executive Council Notes 

 Class of 2022     Class of 2023   Class of 2024 
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader  John Davis, SPPRC   Carole Martin, SPPRC 
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader    Wil Maxwell, Trustees  Maggie Brown, Trustees 
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader   Justin Atkins, Treasurer  Isabel Bacon, Finance 
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor    Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor 

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each month to complete        
various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to benefit our local church. The Council is 
providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in 
each monthly newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.  

The meeting was called to order by John Davis at 6:35 PM. 

Reverend Diffee provided an opening prayer. 

The minutes of the March meeting had been distributed earlier through email.   A motion to accept the minutes as presented 

was approved unanimously.  

Book Review: Mission Possible 

Discussion on “Mission Possible” to be continued at May meeting. 

SPPRC Report  

Jack Lassiter has spoken with present and former UAM Music faculty members regarding the opening for Praise Team &   

Contemporary Music Director.  They have volunteered to contact some former students who may be interested in the        

position.  

All paid Advertisements in the Advance Monticellonian and Monticello Live were stopped after one month. To date there has 

not been a single inquiry about the position. The Ads are still appearing in some free sites.   

Carole Martin, John Davis, and Jack Lassiter are working on establishing a policy on vacation and sick leave for part time     

employees.  Lynne Russell has provided records on sick time and vacation time given for part-time employees in the past.  

Jack Lassiter has sent an email to all paid part time employees to make them aware of the plan to update all job descriptions. 

Trustee Report  

1. Ray Ryburn will get an estimate on adding the Jackson property to existing landscaping contract. 

2. Ray Ryburn will follow up on the light by elevators that is still not working.   

Finance Report   

The March 2022 financial report was presented by Justin Atkins and the council approved the report as presented. 

The Council discussed the Eleanor Stern’s scholarship funds to be established in a separate account in the Arkansas United 

Methodist Foundation. 

New Business  

A glass sunroom at the prayer garden door has been proposed.  The Executive Council will consider a proposal at the May 

meeting. 

Senior Pastor Report  

Reverend Bryan Diffee reminded the council that Palm Sunday, Holy Week Breakfasts, and three Easter Services are all      
coming up.  Children will sing and ring on Palm Sunday in the 11:00 AM service. 

Holy Week breakfasts every morning at 7:00 AM during Holy Week.  On Easter Sunday there will be services at 7:00 AM in the 
prayer garden weather permitting, then at 9:00 and 11:00 AM. 

The council will need to elect two people as lay delegates for the Arkansas Annual Conference at a Special Called Charge    
Conference to be held at the May Executive Council Meeting.   

Associate Pastor Report  

Rev. Lori Fallon reported that 19 Seniors will be recognized on Senior Sunday on May 1.  There will be a baptism on Easter 
Sunday at the 9:00 AM service.  The Davis family has donated the wood cross in the Family Life Center. 

Meeting adjourned 7:06 P.M. 

Next meeting Monday, May 2, 2022 at 6:30 P.M. 

Closing prayer Rev. Lori Fallon 



 
  

 

 We have set a date for our next Sole Purpose distribution!  Put a big red circle on Sunday, October 16, 2022  

 now!  This mission continues to grow each year—so that means we have to start making lots of plans NOW. 

 Here is what lies ahead of us: 

 1. We are approaching our fundraising in stages this year.  During the month of May, we will be focusing 

 entirely on raising money to purchase shoes for the boys and girls in our local schools.  In June, we will 

 focus on raising enough money to buy coats.  Finally, we will have the opportunity to fund the    

 purchase of age-appropriate Bibles for all of these children in the month of August. Donation boards 

 will be located in our Family Life Center and in our sanctuary.  Please prayerfully consider selecting 

 a  card of your choice as we start raising money to purchase the items we need. Our goal  is $10,000. 

 2. Because we continue to expand this ministry, we are dividing responsibilities out to different groups. 

 We need volunteers to join one of these committees and help in the selection, purchasing and            

 distribution of the items.          

  These groups are: 

  a.   Shoe/Sock Committee—This group of people will be responsible for: 

   i.     inventorying current number of shoes and socks 

   ii.   Selecting and ordering new shoes and socks 

   iii.  Setting up for distribution 

   b. Coat Committee—This group of people will be responsible for: 

   i.    Inventorying current number of coats 

   ii.   Selection and ordering new coats 

   iii.  Setting up for distribution  

  c. Books Committee—This group of people will be responsible for: 

   i.    Inventorying  current number of children’s books and Bibles 

   ii.   Select and order new books and Bibles 

   iii.  Setting up for distribution 

  d. Food Committee—This group of people will be responsible for: 

   i.    Ordering hot dogs, buns, etc. for the children and their  families 

   ii.   Planning the preparation and serving of the food 

  e.  Fundraising Committee—This group of people will be responsible for: 

   i. Creating ways to secure funds to purchase all items 

 So we need TWO commitments!  Firstly, we need to raise the funding necessary to purchase the items.         

 Secondly, we need volunteers to commit now because its time for the work to begin! 

 If you feel the desire to serve on one of these committees, please call, text or email Belinda Carpenter at    

 870-723-3980 or belindac0708@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Sole Purpse Update  

June 

Raise funds for 

coats 

 

May 

Raise funds for 

shoes 

July 

Raise funds for 

Bibles 
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