Reflections
April 2022
317 S. Main Street
Dear Friends,
I recently came across a poem written by the late Captain Harry Lee of the Red Cross,
which reads:
The Road to Bethany
The last week – the lone week –
Each weary evenfall,
The Master climbed the hill road,
Between the cedars tall.
Among the whispering cedars,
The olives gray and dim,
The Master sought the one door
That was not closed to Him.
And always at the last turn
He saw the little light,
That Mary’s hand had set there,
To guide Him through the night.
So, for a love-lit candle
That made the way less bleak,
The Master climbed the hill road,
The last lone weak.
As we enter the month of April, and move closer to the events of Holy Week and Easter,
I pray that the blessings and message of this time may truly transform your lives through
Jesus Christ, our Lord!
Blessings,
Bryan
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Each morning during Holy Week, April 11-15, at 7:00 AM, there will be a breakfast
devotional in the Family Life Center. Join us as we walk with Jesus and reflect on
the events surrounding the last week of his earthly life. Hosting groups below.
Monday:

Fellowship Sunday School Class

Tuesday:

United Methodist Women

Wednesday: Trinity Sunday School Class
Thursday:

Hudgens, Kidwell, and Crossett

Friday:

Lori and FUMY

Chancel Choir – Bells of Hope
Chancel Choir and Bells of Hope are rehearsing music for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday
Service and Easter Sunday each Wednesday in the Chancel Choir Room and the
Sanctuary. Chancel Choir @ 6 pm and Bells of Hope @ 7 pm. These rehearsals are an hour
of musical fellowship that lifts your spirit as you participate in preparing music for our
traditional worship services. Please consider joining these adult music choirs!

Maundy Thursday service (April 14) will feature a live performance of the Last Supper.
Each disciple will tell their own story of how they came to know and follow Jesus.
This will be a very meaningful and insightful presentation.

The Children's Choir and Bells
I hope everyone got to hear the children sing
"10,000 Reasons" when they performed during the late
service in March! It truly was a blessing for all to hear and
the congregation was very enthusiastic! Our next
performance will be Palm Sunday during the late service
and they will be ringing handbells too! Hope to see
everyone there!
In his name we sing,
Mrs. Kathy
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Children’s Ministry
Wednesday, April 13 during our after school program time (3:305:00), we will have Easter snacks, Easter stories, and Easter activities
relating to the death and resurrection of JESUS followed by an Easter Egg
Hunt and pictures with the Easter Bunny!

Younger siblings and other children from our church family who have
been unable to join us on Wednesdays are welcome and encouraged to come and join the
Easter Wednesday activities on April 13.
Congratulations to two of our Children’s Ministry Team: Isabel Bacon and Kim Fletcher. Both of
these ladies welcomed granddaughters in March: Indie Shannon Bacon was born on March 16,
and Nadia Mae Fletcher was born on March 23.
Prayer is the most important component of our Children’s Ministry. Please join our team in
prayer for all the children we are privileged to be with as we teach them about GOD the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit.
Ms. Brenda
“Jesus said, 'Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.’” Matthew 19:14 NIV

This ministry serves many of those who struggle. If it weren’t for your
contributions, your prayers, and the volunteers, we would not be able to continue
this ministry. THANK YOU!
Here is a list of those who are the faithful hands and feet of this ministry:
Maria Daniels, John Kidwell, Susan Musick, and Mary Jo Wisener arrive at the FLC at 9:00 to
open the boxes and put the food for our Neighbors on the kitchen counters every other
Thursday; Maria, Susan and Mary Jo are joined at 10:00 by Joe Fletcher, Tammy Lawson, Kathy
Norris, Sheere Scogin, Jane Jo Summerford, and Susan White who pack the bags for families with
one and two members, three and four members, and five to seven members; Katie Busby,
Cookie and Jim Crossett, Christine Felts, Kathy and Jere Johnston, Terry Nugent, Sheere Scogin
and Joe Fletcher, Julie Smith, Louisa and Paul Smith, Dalene and Mike Stephenson, and Kathy
and James Tumlison deliver bags to Neighbors who cannot come to the church (from 11:00 noon) to pick up their bags.
Each of you is a blessing to work with and a blessing to this ministry. THANK YOU!
Brenda
“...Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV

BSA

Communion in April
will be on Sunday,
May 15, 2022.

Spouses Without Partners
Monday, April 4, 2022
Noon to 1:00 P.M. in the
Fellowship Hall. Lunch Provided

Weekly Events
Sundays:
9:00
11:00
10:00

AM In-person & Online Service
AM In-person & Online Service
AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s
Sunday School
AM Chancel Choir
PM Confirmation Class FH
PM FUMY Small Groups/Supper

10:00
4:00
5-7:30

Mondays:
5:30
6:30

PM Cub Scouts FH
PM Boy Scouts FH

Tuesdays:
10:00
6:00
10:00
6:00
6:30

AM Prayer Team
PM Circle 3 (LeAnne/Julie) March 8
AM Wilma Hankins—April 12
PM Libby Annulis—April 12
PM Executive Council—April 5

Wednesdays:
3:30-5:00
3:30-5:00
5:00
5:30
5:30-7
6:00
6:30
7:00

PM Children’s rotation
PM FUMY Hangtime
PM Family Night Meal FLC
PM “Thoughts From the Upper
Room” with Bro. Bryan
PM FUMY Mid-Week
PM Chancel Choir
PM Wednesday Small Group
PM Bells of Hope

Thursdays:
3:30

PM Feed Our Neighbors
(Every other Thursday)

Memorials were given to the glory of
God and in loving memory of:
William Busby:
Brenda Wright
Chase Harrison:
Kathy & James Tumlison
Rod Norton:
Sue & David Anderson
Isabel & Ed Bacon
Carolyn & John Bullock
LeAnne Burch
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
Gail & Randy Cockrell
Virginia & John Cuthbertson
Stacey & Barry Davis
Sandy & David Funderburg
Jody & Billy Gladden
Joy & Dennis Holley
Kim & Bob Lee, Jr.
Maxwell Family
Susan Musick
Diane & Mark Pennington
Dalene & Mike Stephenson
Elizabeth & Randy Taylor
Gloria & Frederick (Reed) Thornton
Kathy & James Tumlison
Elizabeth & Sam Weathers
Mary Jo Wisener
Brenda Wright
Mary Ellis:
Carolyn & John Bullock
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
The Coffee Guys
Kathy & Jere Johnston
Kathy Norris
Kathy & James Tumlison
Charlie Fincher:
Carolyn & John Bullock
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
The Coffee Guys
Kathy & Jere Johnston
Kathy Norris
Kathy & James Tumlison
Martha Jean Wagner:
Kathy Norris
Sandra West:
Joy & Dennis Holley

Memorials were given to the glory of
God and in loving honor of:
Phyllis Jones:
Kathy Norris

What has Scouting been up to in the last 30 days? TONS!

Cub Scouts with Pack 69 have been finishing up their
requirements before awards banquet; learning about growing
plants and gardens; Pinewood Derby; some scouts spent the night
on the USS Razorback in North Little Rock; one mile hikes at one
of our local state parks; and our Blue and Gold Banquet was held
with an Arrow of Light and Crossover ceremony Monday,
March 28. Lots of Springtime activities including back-to camping
at Camp De Soto in April and bringing our school year to a close
with the FUN activities.
Troop 67 has completed their Personal Fitness merit badge and
have had several meetings with the Scoutmaster on rank
advancement and preparing for Eagle. They have welcomed
three AOL Scouts from Pack 69 to the troop-Thomas D., Nic, and
Spencer. Upcoming district campout at Logoly State Park April 8-9
and a Service Project with the American Legion on April 10.
Summer camp preparation is coming up, June will be here before
we know it.

Wesley Foundation
Congregational Cards
From now to the last of
April, there will be many
cards for Easter, graduates,
and confirmands. Please
stop by the table in the
Family Life Center and in
the Fellowship Hall to sign
them.

The church is helping the Wesley
Foundation make some repairs
needed to their parsonage from
storms in the amount of $2500.
If you would like to help with
these repairs, make checks
payable to FUMC. Thank you.

EASTER EGGS NEEDED by Monday, April 11!!!

Please help the children by purchasing
FILLED or by Filling Your Own EASTER
Eggs for our Easter Egg Hunt which is on
Wednesday, April 13.
We need DOZENS!!!
There are two wicker baskets for them just
inside the double glass doors on the south
side of the church.
THANK YOU!

United
Methodist
Women
Faith, Hope, Love in Action
On February 27 in the traditional service, a UMW Special
Recognition Pin was awarded to Sandy Funderburg.

Sandy is a life-long member of FUMC, a faithful
choir member for over 20 years, and has
participated in UMW for 45 years. She keeps
blooming flowers in our prayer garden and
organizes our Christmas decoration every year.
She also serves our congregation by organizing
bereavement meals for families who have lost
loved one.
Sandy served as UMW president for three years during COVID-19
when no one was having meetings and kept UMW alive and well.
She has a gift for recognizing spiritual gifts and recruiting.
We appreciate you Sandy Funderburg!
United Methodist Women Salad Potluck
Tuesday, April 19, 2022 at 6:00 P.M. in the Family Life Center
Ladies of FUMC are invited. Please come!!!
Nursery Provided

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
Ray Ryburn, Trustee Leader
Stephanie Brown, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2024
Carole Martin, SPPRC
Maggie Brown, Trustees
Isabel Bacon, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each month to
complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to benefit our local
church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these
meetings which will be included in each monthly newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the
meeting.
March 1, 2022 Meeting
Book Review: Mission Possible
The council entered into an open discussion concerning chapter 1 and 2 in the book Mission Possible. Several
members commented that the book would have been very helpful for all members during the first year of our
change in organizational structure. Attention was given to the support in the book for this new style of
leadership for our church. Several believed that it would make Council business more transparent and therefore
accountable. The book also supported the belief that we cannot accomplish all activities but other church
organizations will have to help.
Finance Report
Justin Atkins gave an overview of the January expense report and reminded the Council that due to our early in
the month meeting dates it will not be possible to have an up-to-date financial report each meeting. There was
some discussion about moving our meeting date to the second Tuesday of each month. But no action was taken
on this matter
Reverend Diffee announced that the Jordan Lee scholarship has been established as a scholarship account with
the Arkansas United Methodist Foundation. There is an expected second contribution that will bring the total
amount of funds to $50,000 in the principal account. In accordance with foundation policy, no scholarship can
be awarded from a new account for a period of at least one year. This policy allows interest to build to a point
that scholarships can be awarded from interest earned without touching the principal account.
The council reviewed a proposed agreement form that could be used for all scholarship accounts. After some
discussion the council agreed that utilization of the foundation standard agreement would be best used by our
church.
A motion was made to approve the financial report as presented. The motion was approved unanimously.

Trustee Report
Ray Ryburn reported on pending projects that will be addressed in the near future. He reported that after a
thorough examination of carpet in the administrative areas of the building that cleaning the carpet would be
best. He has contacted the firm that recently cleaned all carpet in the Family Life Center and they provided a
quote of $1185 for all three floors of the east building and $900 for the Sanctuary. The recommendation was to
schedule and complete the carpet cleaning during Spring Break week. A motion to approve this bid was made.
The motion was approved unanimously.
Ray Ryburn discussed the need for replacing numerous lightbulbs in the Family Life Center. The Trustees
recommended that Kenny Hudgens be employed to complete this project. The project will include replacement
of all bulbs with new L.E.D. bulbs and removal of all ballasts in the fluorescent light fixtures. The proposal is that
the church would use an available discount provided by a local merchant on the equipment and Kenny would
only charge labor. A motion was made to approve this bid. The motion was approved unanimously.

Old Business
Reverend Diffee provided an update on the Boy Scout of America negotiations with present court cases. It has
been determined that no insurance for churches was available to cover any action prior to 1976. As previously
reported the Arkansas United Methodist Conference has set aside reserve funds that will cover the liability prior
to 1976 of any Arkansas United Methodist Church.
New Business
The need to schedule fundraising activities and events to prevent conflict with other scheduled activities was
discussed. The Council encourages all members of the congregation to notify the church office at any time a
fundraising event is planned. There will not be any restriction placed on the notifications but it is hoped that
central scheduling will prevent multiple fund-raising activities at the same time.
SPPRC Report
Jack Lassiter reported on the progress in attracting candidates for the new Contemporary Music Leader position.
Advertising has been placed in several local publications both printed and online. Printed posters have been
placed in various locations on the UAM campus and around the Church. Reverend Diffee has discussed at several
services and at other church activities the need for employing someone in this part-time position. An ad has been
placed in the Southeast District of Arkansas United Methodist Conference newsletter. An ad was placed on the
Church Facebook account and on Facebook Marketplace.
The council began discussion on the need to bring staff job descriptions up to date. At present the only available
copies of some job descriptions were written in 1994. The discussion also began on developing a consistent sick
and vacation leave policy for all part time staff positions. The Council asked the SPPR Committee to study a
possible policy and to report proposal for action at a future meeting. In the near future each council member will
be assigned to develop a newer job description for one staff position. Council members will work with the
individual currently employed in a position to insure current information on present duties of the position.
Associate Pastor Lori Fallon provided a closing prayer. The meeting was adjourned at 7:46 pm. The Council will
next meet on April 5.

Congratulations to Alicia Whitaker for receiving Drew County’s
Woman of the Year Award, and congratulations also to Gary
Meggs for receiving the first ever Drew County Lifetime
Achievement Award.

These confirmands attended Confirmation
Camp at Camp Tanako March 4-5.
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