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317 S. Main Street
Friends,
Being a student of history, I cannot approach the month of December without remembering the
attack at Pearl Harbor. It happened 80 years ago this December 7. The United States, in the words
of then President Franklin Roosevelt, “was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air
forces of the Empire of Japan.” At 7:55 A.M., the first Japanese bombs fell on Pearl Harbor, the
main base of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, moored in the harbor on the island of Oahu, Hawaii. Ninety
minutes after it began, the attack was over. In total, 2,403 Americans died and 1,178 others were
wounded during the attack. Eighteen ships were sunk or run aground, including five battleships.
I don’t know but I imagine that the weeks that were to follow were different than before.
I imagine that parents hugged their children a little tighter and that families were drawn together.
I imagine that the priorities that had permeated most of the American conscience up to this point
were shifted in ways that are hard to explain. I imagine the country began to stop taking for
granted the little things in life that make the biggest difference.
Monumental events have a way of shaping priorities, thrusting all of those around into a new and
different world where it takes a while to get our bearings straight and get back to a sense of
normalcy if ever there were such a thing. The attack at Pearl Harbor, September 11, 2001, and
other acts of terrorism as well as school shootings, natural disasters, contagious outbreaks of
disease, and famines. All of these have a way of jarring us out of our complacency and forcing us
to see the world differently than we did before.
Advent is one of those earth shaking events. Advent points to the good news of the coming
of Jesus into our world. The implications of this birth are staggering! Because of Christ, we
are called to a better way of living, loving and serving. We can also have our sins forgiven! By
Christ, our slate is “wiped clean,” and what’s more is that we can enjoy a personal relationship
with the God of creation.
The scriptures tell the story of Jesus coming into our world in human flesh. The scriptures also
assure us that he is coming back someday to finish what he started. In the meantime we are
called to pick up the cross and continue the hard work that Jesus began. This is what it means
to celebrate Advent and this is the truth that has monumentally transformed the world.
Blessings,
Bryan

BSA

Chancel Choir – Bells of Hope – Praise Band
Chancel Choir and Bells of Hope will be singing and ringing during the Advent
season.
The Chancel Choir will present “Come Messiah King”
on Sunday, December 5, 2021 in the
Traditional Service at 11 o’clock. We hope
that everyone will join us for this special
worship service!
Bells of Hope will ring in the traditional
Service on November 28 and December 12 .
The bell choir will also perform for the
Monticello Music Club on Tuesday,
December 7 at 7:00 PM in the FUMC
sanctuary.

Quote to consider and enjoy!

The Children's Choir and Bells
After almost two years the children's choir finally performed during the
late service in the sanctuary. The children sang "Jesus Loves Me" to a
very receptive congregation!! The children will sing and ring on
December 12 during the late service. Hope to see everyone there!
In his name we sing,

Mrs. Kathy

BSA

Children’s Ministry
What a precious thing it is to see our children on Sundays in
worship and in Sunday school! In Sunday school we are
following Bro. Bryan’s Bible scripture readings and are
learning what they are telling us and how we can apply them
to our lives through Bible stories, games, and activities.

On Wednesdays we are learning about Jesus’ twelve disciples (apostles). They were
an interesting and diverse group that were Jesus’ chosen and closest friends. In April
our children hope to share some of what they are learning with you.
THANK YOU to all who joined our Children’s Ministry
in contributing a shoebox or in the funding of them.
Eighteen shoe boxes filled with goodies for these
children were delivered to the drop off point on
Sunday, November 21 and Monday, November 22.
Each child and parent from our church lists are called by
name and remembered in our prayers. May God bless each of you. You are loved.
Ms. Brenda and the Children’s Ministry Team
“And He took the children up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed
them.” Mark 10:16

UMW Christmas Extravaganza
The United Methodist Women would like to invite all
the women of the church to attend the
Christmas Extravaganza on Tuesday, December 14 at
6:00 PM. The Libby Annulis Circle will sponsor this event with food, fun, and
fellowship! Please put this special date on your calendar. Also, RSVP to
Brenda Wright at 504-812-2842 or Sandy Funderburg 870-723-4945, but if you
are available at the last minute, please join us.

BSA

Decorating for the Advent Season
It was all hands on deck decorating our church for Advent, a season
of hope. We had many church volunteers to help decorate the
Family Life Center, Sanctuary, and doors. A special thank you to the
Trinity Sunday School Class, Adults With Young Children Sunday
School class, and many others. It always amazes me the number of
volunteers we have that show up to serve the Lord. Numerous
talents were also discovered on Sunday: bow makers, climbers, and
spray painters. Thank you again for your service.
Sandy Funderburg

2021 UMW Bazaar
The First United Methodist UMW held their annual bazaar
on Saturday, October 13. There were 35 vendors providing
a variety of items: jellies, jewelry, wooden bowls and
crosses, wreaths, and an assortment of food items and
frozen meals. Our local unit earned $2,300 plus a private
donation. The UMW ladies provided a greatly appreciated
sack lunch for the vendors.
Plans for next year are already underway. A huge thank you
to Susan Musick, bazaar coordinator, and her village of
UMW ladies for another successful bazaar.

BSA

Feed Our Neighbors Ministry
On Thursday, November 18 nursing students from the UAM Student
Nurses’ Association brought 102 hams they had purchased to our
church for Feed Our Neighbors. One nursing student shadowed each
of our FON drivers and then handed out the hams one Neighbor at a
time while Our Drivers handed them a bag of food.
A sincere THANK YOU to the UAM Student Nurses’ Association!

Thank You to all who continue to support this ministry with your prayers, your gifts of
food, and your monetary donations. They are so vital to this ministry.

Thank You to all those who set out and count the food, help pack bags, and drive to
deliver food to Our Neighbors.
Peanut Butter is still the item we need more than any other. Thank YOU!
In Christian love,
The FON Ministry Team
“Inasmuch as you have done it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,
you have done it to me.” Matthew 25:40

FUMC will be "adopting" the
Martinez family this Christmas.
We will be purchasing presents
for the family, which consists of
Eva, mom; Francisco, 17, and Alex, 14, both
in youth; Rosa, 9, and twins, Cristian and
Cristina, 7, in Sunday School and Wed.
children's choir. Donations may be dropped
off in the church office or put in the
offering plate designated for the Martinez
family.

Memorials were given to the glory of
God and in loving memory of:
William Busby:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Mary Heady
Susan Musick
Renee Treadwell
Kathy & James Tumlison
Joe Guenter:
Mary Heady
Guy Hawkins:
Stacey & Barry Davis
James Jarrett:
Stacey & Barry Davis

Harold West:
Elgenia & James Ross
Catherine Mayers:
Stacey & Barry Davis

This month both Troop 67 and Pack 69 have been working
on Citizenship discussions, Scouting for Food Service
Project, and selling Council Show-n-Sell popcorn. Both
groups have learned about flag ceremonies and
procedures for caring for the American Flag. The purpose
of the 13 folds for the American Flag were reviewed along
with the Boy Scouts assisting the Cub Scouts in flag
etiquette. For two weeks the Scouts gathered canned
goods and non-perishable items from family members and
friends for the annual Scouting for Food service
project. All items were donated to local food pantries in
the Monticello community. Boy Scouts received Rank
Advancements; some Boy Scouts assisted the Council to
start back the Cub Scout Pack 5 in Rison. We look forward
to joint events with this new group in the future. We
continue to sell popcorn from the Council Wide
Show-n-Sale products. We want to thank everyone who
has purchased from the annual popcorn sale.

Dear Church Family, I am deeply humbled to be in
ministry with all of you. The many cards have
touched my heart and your very generous gift
certificate to Chef’s is very appreciated! God is
using the people of FUMC in a mighty way. I am so
blessed to get to be in your lives. You are in my
prayers. I am here for you should you ever need
me.
God bless! Love, Pastor Lori
Dear church family, your love, support, and
sympathy are greatly appreciated during this time
of loss of my mom, Catherine Mayers.
We especially appreciate the wonderful meals
provided.
Love, Kim Lee & family
Dear FUMC family, as a member of the high
school football team, I would like to thank our
church for feeding us a wonderful meal. We are
lucky to live in a community that gives generously
and takes time out of their day to make sure we
don’t go hungry before & after games! The meals
we’ve been served, the words of wisdom &
encouragement that have been shared and the
support we have received are very much
appreciated! You are part of the reason we are
able to “Be the Best”! Thank you again for
supporting the Monticello football team.
Sincerely, Jordon Light, #14

A special thanks to everyone who
donated to the Flood Bucket
Donation drive for AR Ingathering
2021. Our congregation raised
$1600. Over half of that total was
raised by The Trinity Sunday School
Class! They are the winners of the
prestigious and coveted Golden Flood
Bucket Award!
Congratulations Trinity Class and
thanks for your leadership in this
mission. Another Special thanks to
everyone who helped with the
distribution of children's books into
the homes of underprivileged
children. 650 children's books were
distributed to help promote literacy
in Arkansas.

Spouses Without Partners
Tuesday, December 7, 2021
Noon to 1:00 P.M.

Communion in December
will be on Friday,
December 24, 2021.
And in January on
Sunday, January 2, 2022.

Lunch Provided
Please RSVP by 12/6
367-2471

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2021
Julie Smith, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
LeAnne Burch, Trustee Leader
Paul Griffin, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, SPPRC
Ray Ryburn, Trustees
Stephanie Brown, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each
month to complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to
benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly newsletter. These notes are
not the complete minutes of the meeting.

Meeting November 2, 2021
The October minutes were approved as presented.
The Council reviewed the October 2021 financial report. The October financial report was
accepted as presented.
The Trustee Report was presented to the Council. Outdoor Carpet will be replaced on southside
walkway before Thanksgiving. The work to clear the vacant lot on Jackson has been completed
by Chris Cox.
The Council reviewed a report on the Boy Scout Troop #67. The report was for information only
and no action was needed.

Reverend Diffee reported on the pledge process for 2022. A letter and brochure will be mailed
during the week of November 1. Pledge Sunday will be November 14. Individuals submitting a
pledge will receive a small gift from the church.
Reverend Diffee reported on a meeting with Kim Lee and Belinda Carpenter. A scholarship in
Jordan Lee’s name will be established. After speaking with Wayne Clark, CEO of United
Methodist Foundation of Arkansas, the foundation will be the executors of the scholarship. The
church will select the recipient each year and the United Methodist Foundation will distribute the
scholarship award. Sunday School classes and individuals can donate to the scholarship fund.
The Council reviewed an appeal to the Relaunch Committee’s decision not to allow food to be
served at the Fall Bazaar. The original decision allowed a take-away meal only. The Executive
Council denied the appeal and confirmed the original decision, The Fall Bazaar may have a take
-away meal but not a sit-down lunch.
A SPRC committee of Julie Smith, John Davis, Jack Lassiter, and Bro. Bryan Diffee interviewed
Lea Ann Forrest to begin the Licensed Local Pastor program. The Council approved the report
and approved Lea Ann Forrest as a candidate for Licensed Local Pastor.
Bryan Diffee, Lori Fallon, and Lynne Russell were excused from the meeting so the Council
could discuss agenda items related to pastoral consultation and staffing. The council prepared
and approved the required report to be submitted.
Next Executive Council meeting will be Tuesday, December 7, 2021.

Poinsettias given to the glory of God and in Loving Memory of:
Jerry Akin
D.A. & Elizabeth Anderson
Dr. Roland Anderson
Vilma Crain
James Harvey
Eleanor Sullivan Holian
Jordan Lee
Jordan Lee
Joan Marchese
Ervin & Martha McClain
Jaci Calhoun Oxner
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pauwels
Henry Lee & Betty Jo Ross
Henry Lee & Betty Jo Ross
Our son, Thad
Mr. and Mrs. Jim Tumlison
Bill Wisener
Matt Wisener

By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:
By:

Belinda, Laura, and Carrie
Sue & David Anderson
Sue & David Anderson
James & Kathy Tumlison
Steven, Valerie, Dallas & Rylan Harvey
Belinda, Laura, and Carrie
Bob, Kim, Justin & Jason
Freddie & Bob Lee, Sr.
Sue & David Anderson
Susan Musick
Loyd Oxner
Sue & David Anderson
David & Sandy Funderburg & Family & Patty Ross
Kathy Norris & Family and Tammy Lawson & Family
Paul & Louisa Smith
James and Kathy Tumlison
Mary Jo Wisener
Mary Jo Wisener

Poinsettias given to the glory of God and in Loving Honor of:
Mom & Dad (Nana & Pop Pop)

Ken Crain
George & Judy Harris
Kathy Johnston
Our children & grandchildren

By: Steven, Valerie, Dallas & Rylan Harvey
for everything you do for us!
By: James & Kathy Tumlison
By: Loyd Oxner
By: Jay, Leslie, and Sarah
By: Paul & Louisa Smith

Weekly Events
There are still poinsettias
available for purchase. Fill out
the form below and bring to the
office or call the office and
Lynne will add you to the list.

Sundays:
9:00
11:00
10:00
10:00
4:00
5-7:30

AM In-person & Online Service
AM In-person & Online Service
AM Adult, Youth, and Children’s
Sunday School
AM Chancel Choir
PM Confirmation Class FH
PM FUMY Small Groups/Supper

Mondays:
5:30
6:30

PM Cub Scouts FH
PM Boy Scouts FH

Tuesdays:
10:00

AM Prayer Team (Zoom)

Wednesdays:
If you would like to place a poinsettia in memory or
honor of a loved one in the church, please complete
the order form below and return to the church office
with your check properly marked poinsettia.
Cost of a poinsettia this year is $23.00.
In loving memory of
________________________________________
________________________________________

In loving honor of
________________________________________
________________________________________
By______________________________________
________________________________________

5:00
5:30-7
5:30-7
5:30-7
Way
5:30-7
FLC
6:30

PM Family Night Meal FLC
PM Children’s rotation
PM FUMY Mid-Week
PM Scripture in the Wesleyan
PM Family Night Games in the

PM Wednesday Small Group

Thursdays:
1:00
3:30

PM Disciple IV Bible study FH
PM Feed Our Neighbors
(Every other Thursday)

First United Methodist Church
317 S. Main St.
Monticello, AR 71655

