Reflections
September 2021
317 S. Main Street
Dear Friends,
There was once a man, who after struggling in vain to start his car, lifted the hood
and discovered that someone had stolen the motor. There are many reasons why
cars do not run. Automobiles can at times be very temperamental and peculiar.
But the most valid reason it could have for not running is that it has no motor.
Likewise, there are many reasons why a church often finds it difficult to make
progress. Sometimes the reason is the obvious one – a missing motor. While we
may have great programs, a productive staff, a talented band and a beautiful
sounding choir, if we are not connected to the power source; a superpower, we
become just another piece of machinery without a power produced within it.

We must be plugged into the power of the Holy Spirit if we are ever going to be
the church that God knows we can be. We must be filled with this same Spirit if
we are going to see great ministry happen and disciples for Jesus Christ made.
The Holy Spirit is necessary for us as a church.
I remember as I was growing up hearing the catchphrase and seeing the logos for
“Catch the Spirit.” Many years later, I learned that Catch the Spirit was a television
show produced by United Methodist Communications from 1985 through 1993.
While the television show may no longer be produced or aired, I believe the title
should be the driving desire for our church. I believe that we should be a church
that above all seeks to “Catch the Spirit,” so that we will be empowered to do all
that God through Christ desires for us to do. Will you join me on this journey? I
pray that you will.
Blessings,
Bryan
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Chancel Choir

Bells of Hope

Praise Band

O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the Lord, all the earth.
Psalms 96:1
Chancel Choir is filling the Chancel Choir each Sunday in the Traditional
Service at 11 o’clock! This is an excellent time for you to join this musical
group as they lead the worship with hymns, anthems and choral
responses. Chancel Choir gathers in the church sanctuary at 10:30 a.m. for a
quick rehearsal prior to the beginning of the Sunday service. If COVID stats
permit, we will resume Wednesday rehearsals at 6:00 p.m. on
September 22.
Bells of Hope is the adult handbell choir that will resume on September 22 at
7:00 p.m. Rehearsals are in the church sanctuary. All music is color coded for
easier mastery of your bell part. We hope that you will join us as we have a
three octave set of bells that will accommodate parts for 12 ringers. If your
schedule Does not allow for a weekly rehearsal, you can be added to our
substitute list as a fill-in as needed. This is a SUPER fun musical group…so
feel free to join us.
Praise Band leads the worship in the Contemporary Service at 9:00 a.m. each
Sunday. The band is led by accompanist, Mary Donaldson, and is compiled of
a group of talented volunteers that love to sing and worship. If you are
interested in joining this group reach out to Mary or any other band
member. They rehearse on Wednesday evening at 7 p.m. in the family life
center.

Kathy Lyon, Director of Adult Music

The Children's Choirs

Hello everyone,
We hope to start children's choirs on Wednesday,
September 22nd!! (fingers and toes crossed!)
And I can't wait to see everyone and hear all of your stories of this last year and a
half!! We will have lots of singing and ringing and fellowship together.
"Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts"
Mrs. Kathy

Children’s Ministry
Wednesday Children’s Programs are
starting soon! On Wednesday,
September 22, we plan to begin our
Wednesday Children’s programs: Hand
bells with Mrs. Jennifer Fryer, Children’s
Choir with Mrs. Kathy Borchardt, and a
Bible lesson and craft with Mrs. Isabel Bacon and me. (Parents, you will be receiving a letter in the mail with all the details.)
We can hardly wait!
Children’s Sunday school continues to
meet every Sunday at 10:00 on the
second floor of the Fellowship Hall. It is
wonderful getting together! Hope you
can join us, too!
Ms. Brenda and the Children’s Ministry
Team
“And He took the children up in His arms,
laid His hands on them, and blessed
them.”
Mark 10:16

The FUMC Preschool
Due to the increasing concern over the
Delta variant of COVID-19’s effects on
children and the fact that vaccines for
preschoolers do not appear to be
coming in the near future, the
Executive Council has made the difficult
decision to suspend preschool
operations indefinitely at FUMC,
effective immediately.
If you have any questions, please direct
them to the members of the Executive
Council.
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Feed Our Neighbors Ministry
Every Thursday morning at 10:00 a loyal group of volunteers meets
to package the bags that are distributed to the ninety-seven families
we serve in the Feed Our Neighbors ministry. The picture that is
included with this article is of those volunteers. From time to time
someone else helps, too, and we are always thankful and excited to
see new faces. THANK YOU to these volunteers and to those who
have helped in the past.

Our distribution is changing. Beginning in September our drivers will be delivering
food only on the second and fourth Thursdays of each month. The food amount will
not change; each delivery will be the equivalent of two (sometimes three) deliveries.
We need substitute drivers. If you would like to be part of this ministry and would
not mind delivering to a group of our Neighbors from time to time, please call the
church office. Even when one of our regular drivers cannot deliver and we cannot find
a substitute, Our Neighbors still receive their bags because our regular drivers ‘double
up.’ Please prayerfully consider helping.
Peanut Butter is delivered every five weeks to each family. If you would like to
purchase a food item, this is the one we need help with more than any other.

As always, THANK YOU for your prayers for this ministry: prayers for the volunteers,
Our Neighbors, and those who help us with their gifts (both monetary and actual food
items).
The FON Ministry Team
“Inasmuch as you have done it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,
you have done it to me.” Matthew 25:40

Feed Our Neighbors volunteers: Joe Fletcher, Mary Jo
Wisener, Sheere Scogin, Kathy Norris, Susan Musick, and
Jane Jo Summerford.

Sole Purpose Update
Sole Purpose distribution UPDATE.
And here are the things you need to know!
We have met our goal of $4500 in less than three weeks! We think we now
have the funds to purchase shoes, socks and coats for our elementary boys and
girls. In addition, many of you have either purchased coats, and shoes or
provided gently used ones. Thank you to all who are supporting this ministry.
But there’s more! We have collected around 3,800 books—and they are still
coming in! Originally, we had hoped to give each child an age appropriate
book. Our dream was that we would have enough for the children to make
their own selections—but we have exceeded that dream. Now it’s possible
that each child will go home with multiple books for them to read and for their
parents to read to them! We will also be providing a container so they can
actually begin their new libraries. Finally, the “book” team is exploring options
for giving each child an age appropriate Bible so we can immerse them in the
Word! This is a new addition to our ministry and is so important. So, again,
thank you for these donations.
So…. next steps??? Again, it all comes back to our church family! We will need
at least 75 volunteers on October 10 to serve these families. There are so many
jobs available for every age volunteer—there is sure to be one that just fits
your gifts and talents. Please plan to join us in this special, special ministry.

Mark your calendars —

Sunday, October 10, 2:00-4:00 PM

Troop 67 Scouts have been working on rank advancement during
the month of August. We had our recruitment night on August 23
where we demonstrated fishing, lashing, and knot tying skills to
potential new scouts. The troop is preparing for our next
campout September 10-12 at Moro Bay State Park. We have
kicked off our annual popcorn fundraiser during August. The
council has switched back to Campmaster popcorn for
distribution. Keith Wallis is offering 100 Hamburger Plate lunches
on Friday September 10 with proceeds going to both Scouting
programs in Monticello. See any Scout for our fundraiser
information, we appreciate your support. Congratulations to
Johnny McClendon for being appointed our new Senior Patrol
Leader for the Troop!
Pack 69 Cub Scouts start their regular den meetings on
September 13 at 5:30. They have had a Saturday event at
Camp De Soto this month, Cub Wild Day. Cub Scouts were able to
participate in various activities toward their NOVA requirements.
They also had a recruitment night on August 23 where the
Council had the portable BB Gun set up. We are looking forward
to a strong start to the new year. During September Cub Scouts
will have an opportunity to campout at the Mid America Museum
in Hot Springs on Saturday, September 25. See a Scout Leader for
more details.

Following the interruption by COVID, Disciple IV Bible Study,
Under the Tree of Life, will resume on Thursday, September 9, 2021,
from 1:00-2:30 P.M. in the church conference room. If you are looking
for in an in-depth study of God’s word, this group is for you. The group
will begin with Lesson 12, on Job, on September 9. The remaining
twenty sessions will study Song of Solomon, Psalms, John, and Revelation.
Mary Jo Wisener is the facilitator of this study. If you are interested in joining this
Disciple IV study, please contact Lynne Russell in the church office to enroll and to
order your study manual. Manuals cost $50.00.
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Sunday, September 19, 2021
1:30 to 3:00 PM in the front of the
Family Life Center
Everyone is Invited!!!
Come one, come all to a drive-through Wedding Shower honoring
Daniela Moreno and Joe Carmical.
The couple is registered at Town & Country and City Drug here in
Monticello.
Communion for September will be on Sunday,
September 19, 2021.
Weekly Events
Sundays
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
10:00 In-person Adult Sunday School
Fellowship & Singles and Doubles in FLC,
Trinity in Fellowship Hall, Younger Adults in
the meeting room
10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
5-7:30 PM FUMY Small Groups/Supper
6:00 PM Small Group in FLC foyer

Tuesdays:
10:00 AM Prayer Team (Zoom)

Wednesdays:
5-7 PM FUMY Mid-Week
6:30 PM Wednesday Small Group

Thursdays:
3:30—Feed Our Neighbors

Confirmation class begins on Sunday,
September 12 at 4:00 PM in the
Fellowship Hall.

Dear Friends, thank you for your
participation in the beautiful Service of
Witness to the Resurrection in celebration of Joe’s life. He would have loved
the touch of humor and the music and
fellowship with one another. My family
and I appreciated your hours of preparation for the services and reception We
also appreciate your prayers, your
hugs, your lovely cards, your delicious
food, and your many kindnesses to us
during this difficult time.
With my love, Helen Guenter & Family

Memorials were given to the glory of God
And in loving memory of:
Ken Burchfield:
Sandy & David Funderburg
Elain Dees:
Carol & Roger Martin

Mark Engelkes:
Commercial Bank
Sandy & David Funderburg
MHS Class of ‘70
Joe Guenter:
Kathy & Rex Borchardt
Bulloch Inc.
Ginger Wilkins
Brenda Wright
Barry Hall:
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
Sandy & David Funderburg
Lonnelle Johnston:
Sandy & David Funderburg
Sonny Jones:
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett
Carolyn & John Bullock
Jody & Billy Gladden
Ginger Wilkins
Terry Jordan:
Men’s Coffee Group

Beverly Lobitz:
Kathy & Rex Borchardt
Dr. Randy McKiever:
Kathy & Rex Borchardt
Sammy Mullis:
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett
Ginger Wilkins
Barbara Owen:
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
Betty Jo Ross:
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett

Kathy Sabbitini:
Sandy & David Funderburg
Harold West:
Isabel & Ed Bacon
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett
Bulloch Inc.
Carolyn & John Bullock
Commercial Bank
Jody & Billy Gladden
McClendon Family
(Zach, John & Renea,
Tom Wingard & Robin McClendon)
Joy & Dr. Tom McGinnis
Judy Murphy
G D Nacos
Kathy Norris
Carol & Thomas Peoples
Donna & Larry Smith
Margo & Joel Stevens
Janna & Kevin Threlkeld
Union Bank & Trust Co.
Ginger Wilkins
Brenda Wright
Bill Wisener:
Mary Jo & Billy Barnett
Kathy & Rex Borchardt

And in loving honor of:

Maggie Brown and Kate Brown:
Mary Jo Wisener

We are excited to offer new FUMC
shirts, sweatshirts, and hoodies!
You will order & pay online. Youth
to adult sizes available in most
options. For help with ordering, contact the
church office at 367-2471. Click the link to
order or copy into your browser: https://
www.customink.com/g/mba0-00cg-281z

Back-to-School Bash 2021

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2021
Julie Smith, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
LeAnne Burch, Trustee Leader
Paul Griffin, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, SPPRC
Ray Ryburn, Trustees
Stephanie Brown, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each month to complete various
requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in each monthly newsletter. These
notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.
Meeting August 03, 2021
The council reviewed the July 2021 financial report. The June financial report was accepted as presented.
Relaunch Committee The council reviewed and approved the Relaunch Committee’s decision to continue masking for foreseeable
future because we continue to be in the red zone concerning COVID-19 and to protect the children that cannot be vaccinated.
Relaunch Committee has recommended and the Council approved requiring all paid staff/employees including Pre School to
submit proof of COVID-19 vaccination or a letter from physician stating medical reasons to not vaccinate by no later than
October 15, 2021. A letter will be sent to all paid staff/employees including Pre School as approved by Executive Council.
SPRC Report The council discussed and approved that Senior Pastor and Associate Pastor 2022 salaries will continue at the same
rate as 2021. The Council discussed a possible bonus for all staff because of no increase in pay in 2021. This possible action will
be reviewed in the 4th quarter.
Trustee Report. The Council approved a bid from the Escamillas to purchase and install wood chips in required playground areas if
final cost is under $5500. The chips must be delivered and spread in the playground before school begins.
The Council established policy that the church secretary can authorize work that needs to be addressed up to but not to exceed
$2500
A report on copy room floor and walls was provided by Lynne Russell. Church Mutual Insurance inspected the damaged area and
will report if covered by insurance. Kiefhaber’s found a drainage pipe was not connected in the Youth Room area that created
a water leak. They will connect it to an existing pipe and will only charge for a service call.
Carpets in several areas are in need of being replaced and a mold inspection done. Trustees will continue to review and recommend
action to be taken.
Reported that playground equipment was repaired by Paul Smith, James Tumlison, and Mike Stephenson.
Trustees are still waiting on work to begin on levelling out the lot on Jackson.
Two companies have inspected the gutters and provided bids to repair them. Motion was approved to fix gutters and flashing by
Jeff Bone at a cost of up to $3500. The Council also approved installation by Jeff Bone of awning in prayer garden at a cost up to
$2800.
Carpet cost for outdoor areas will be reviewed and action taken at the next meeting.
Wil Maxwell gave report on two options for a bus parking structure. The Council approved the open structure design that covers
three busses for no more than $15,000 installed.
Deborah James will meet with Jose Escamilla to discuss the repair of the Prayer Garden fountain.
Pastor Report
Fallon.

Reverend Diffee was unable to attend the meeting. There was no action required on report given by Reverend

Please return the Time and Talents sheet to the church office.
TIME AND TALENTS
With the reopening and relaunch of our church and the new ministry efforts of Nurture, Outreach, and Witness, we need our help! Sometimes folks are overlooked in being asked to
share their gifts. Each of the new ministry groups has a plan of action, and we need your participation as well. Please consider your gifts and where you would like to serve. Circle your
choices and return via email to the church or drop in the offering plate.
NURTURE: “Feeding” the congratulation spiritually, physically, socially, and emotionally.
•Visitation of bereaved, hospitals, nursing homes
•Participate in a telephone tree/phone chain
•Lead/participate in a small group, Bible study, VBS
•Provide meals -- bereavement/post-bereavement, illness/post-hospitalization or surgery,
new baby, shut-ins
•Help in kitchen
•Hostess of a shower -- bridal/baby
•Help with and/or plan “celebrations” e.g. confirmands, graduates, special recognitions
•Visit visitors
•Mentor new members

•Interact/support UAM students, high school graduates -- care packages, check-ins, sharing a meal
•Bus driver
OUTREACH:
•Simple home repairs for senior homeowners, building ramps
•Gardeners -- prayer garden, yard maintenance
•Sole Purpose
•Fee Our Neighbors, Blessing Box, food distribution
•Feed the Kids
WITNESS:
•Help Promote church events on social media
•UAM ministry
NAME:_____________________________________________________________________
PHONE:___________________________

EMAIL:________________________________

Other way(s) you would like to help:______________________________________________

First United Methodist Church
317 S. Main St.
Monticello, AR 71655

