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“School days, school days, dear old Golden Rule days, 'Reading and 'riting and
'rithmetic, taught to the tune of the hick'ry stick.” These are words that my dad
would sing to me on the first day of every school year. I did not know, until now,
where these words came from. "School Days (When We Were a Couple of Kids)",
is an American popular song written in 1907 by Will Cobb and Gus Edwards. Its
subject is a mature man and woman (husband and wife?) looking back
sentimentally on their childhood together in primary school.
I think we all tend to look back from time to time. Especially since a new school
year is almost upon us. I can imagine that parents, as well as children, and maybe
even a few teachers sense the nervous energy that is in the air. No one can be
certain what each new school year will bring, but we all know that we have a
tremendous amount of support from our church family and friends.
This is what makes each day and each school year doable. We know that we have
certain people that we can trust and call upon when life is scary and uncertain.
This is what the church is all about. We are people bonded through the blood of
Jesus Christ, who are saved, sanctified, and set apart for the work of mission and
ministry in the world. Through God’s abundant grace we can enter into a new life,
a new world, a new way of living that has the potential to change all of those who
are around us.
As this new school year is about to begin, I would like to encourage you to take
advantage of the fresh new start that God is offering each of us through Jesus
Christ. Embrace it today, embrace it tomorrow, and embrace it forever!
Blessings,
Bryan

During the month of July, the Boy Scouts of Troop 67 worked to
prepare for summer camp at Camp De Soto in El Dorado. The
Scouts left Sunday, July 18 and returned late Friday night July 23.
We had wet days, hot days, and some in-between days. We had
seven scouts from Troop 67; one scout from Troop 66 in Crossett;
Mr. Andy Connard, Scoutmaster; Mr. George Ray, Assistant Scoutmaster; and Mr. Jonathan McMahon check on the guys
periodically.
Merit Badge classes included Archery, Camping, Cooking,
Environmental Science, Farm Mechanics, Fishing, Golf, Kayaking,
Leather Working, Swimming, Mammal Study, Orienteering, and
Rifle Shooting.

Lucas Babst had his Eagle Court of Honor at St. Mark Catholic
Church on Sunday, July 25.

Help the Webbs celebrate their 60th wedding anniversary on
September 1. When you see Juanita and Jerry give them a big
congratulations. May God continue to bless them and their special day.
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Vacation Bible School 2021

July 26-28 we held Vacation Bible School 2021. It was a success! THANK YOU to all the
volunteers and workers. While many began preparing weeks before, some worked behind
the scenes during the actual event, and others were hands-on during the event. Here is a
break down of some of the things our workers and volunteers did: designed our t-shirt and
banner, put up the banner, picked up the t-shirts, posted the information on the web,
decorated the sanctuary and FLC, filled out the name tags, helped with registration,
selected and taught songs, showed the music videos, planned and led recreation,
shepherded the children from place to place, planned and led the crafts, shared toilet paper
rolls, created the work station for the children to write letters to our shut-ins, drove the
children to mission work, took pictures, prepared and served food, baked cookies for our
children, counted the offerings, guarded unlocked doors, offered honey tasting, cleaned up,
and took down decorations.
During the three days of VBS, there were more than thirty adult volunteers, more than a
dozen youth volunteers, and staff members who willingly gave of their time to help this VBS
come together so beautifully. Many of you prayed for the success of this Bible school.
THANK YOU ALL! THANK YOU for whatever part you played in VBS 2021.
To you who helped with our missions, Thank YOU! Some of you baked and packed the
homemade cookies we gave to first responders and the residents of Annswood. Some of
you packed canned goods that we gave to Our Neighbors, while others packed cookies we
shared with two nursing homes in our area. Some of you parents, grandparents, and
caregivers gave canned goods, books, and offerings to your children to give during VBS that
will go to Feed Our Neighbors and to Sole Purpose missions.
Forty-three children registered and attended. Bro. Bryan and his friend Ferd the Bird shared
a daily devotion. From the Sermon on the Mount, our theme was centered around the
Beatitudes/ BEE-ATTITUDES! Each group of boys and girls was one of the BEE-ATTITUDES!
Crafts, recreation, songs, lunch, mission work, and worship were all part of our time
together.
If we did not thank you personally or in this article, know that you are appreciated and
blessed.
We are already talking about next year’s VBS. Please pray with us as we begin these plans.
Ms. Brenda and the Children’s Ministry Team
“And He took the children up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them.”
Mark 10:16
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The girls beat the boys in the contest for
the most $$$ given in the offering by less
than $5.00; so James Simms got the pie
delivered by Lilli Orrell.

The Children's Choirs and
Handbells will start on
September 1!!! We are so
excited to see and hear our singers and
ringers. We will have several opportunities
for you to sign up so look for those. But for
now have a great rest of the summer and
we will see you soon!
In his name we sing,

Mrs. Kathy

The FUMC Preschool
FUMC Preschool Registration is ongoing
for the 2021-2022 school year. Contact
the church office or Shelly Mullins at
308-0857 for more information.

Chancel Choir, Bells of Hope and Praise Band
As we look toward our Fall season of Music, we hope that you will
consider Joining one of our adult music groups. We offer three adult
music opportunities for using your musical talents.

1. Chancel Choir, a SATB choral group that meets each Wednesday at 6:00 pm on
the second floor of the East Wing, at the end of the hallway. This choir prepares
anthems for the Traditional Service which is at 11 o’clock each Sunday morning
in the Church Sanctuary
2. Bells of Hope, a 3-octave handbell choir that meets each Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.
in the church sanctuary. This choir prepares music to be presented in the
Traditional Service at 11 o’clock. The choir generally performs about 6 times per
year.
3. Praise Band, a small band ensemble that features, three to five vocalists, a
pianist, bass guitar, lead guitar, and percussion. This group meets each
Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Family Life Center. This group prepares music for
the Contemporary Service at 9:00 am each Sunday.
Musically yours,
Kathy Lyon
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Kyle Miller, representing the posthumous inductees, with living
inductees Shirley Chauvin, Nathan Hood, John Cain, David Miller,
Clyde Pound, Gary Meggs, Ed Smith, and Thomas East

Congratulations to Tommy Maxwell
who was inducted into the National
Wood Flooring Association on
July 7, 2021 in Orlando, FL.

Save the Date
August 25 — Church Fun Night.
September 1 — regular Wednesday
schedule resumes.

Weekly Events
Sundays
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
10:00 In-person Adult Sunday School
Fellowship & Singles and Doubles in FLC,
Trinity in Fellowship Hall, Younger Adults in
the meeting room
10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
6:00 PM Small Group in FLC foyer

Tuesdays:
10:00 AM Prayer Team (Zoom)

Wednesdays:
6:30 Wednesday Small Group (In-Person)

Thursdays:
3:30—Feed Our Neighbors

Congratulation to Gary Meggs and everyone else
pictured for being inducted into the Arkansas
Jazz Hall of Fame in July.

UMW Day was held on
July 17, and it was a huge
success! Twenty-five
women from the various
circles participated in the
two services. The Special
Mission Recognition pin
was presented to
Kathy Johnston and
Julie Smith for their
years of service to our

church.

Save the Date
Plans are continuing for having
the UMW Fall Meeting here at
First United Methodist Church
on Saturday, September 11,
2021, at 10:00 A.M. Please put
this date on your calendar.

Feed Our Neighbors Ministry
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A few weeks ago Heather and Tyler Cox’s three children presented
our Feed Our Neighbors ministry with a check for $310. Averie
Turner, Mollie Turner, and Will Cox had made Oreo and Kitkat
“cake pops” and sold them. They chose this ministry to be blessed
with the proceeds from their sales. THANK You Averie, Mollie, and
Will!
As part of FUMC Vacation Bible School this year, our children delivered two canned
food items to many of our Feed Our Neighbors families.
One of the FOOD items that is not available in a 15-16 ounce size in a wholesale store
is PEANUT BUTTER. This is a nutritious food that we give to each of our 97 families
one time in the five week “menu” rotation that we use.
Food item needed:
Peanut Butter
Thank you for your monetary donations.
Thank YOU especially for your prayers for our Neighbors and for this entire ministry
team.
The FON Ministry Team
“Inasmuch as you have done it to one of the least of these my
brothers and sisters, you have done it to me.” Matthew 25:40

On Friday, July 16 food was delivered from the Arkansas Food Bank to FUMC and
sorted by volunteers in to bags. Then on Saturday, July 17, we had volunteers that
came out and distributed 140 bags of food to our community. Thank you to all who
came and sorted and to those who came out and distributed the bags to our
community. You are blessed to be a blessing.

Sole Purpose Update
A meeting was recently held to make final decisions about our upcoming
Sole Purpose distribution.
And here are the things you need to know!

Committee Leaders
Shoe/Socks: Julie Smith, Jack Lassiter, LeAnne Burch
(responsible for finding resources to order shoes, socks; ordering these items

Coats: Kathy Johnston, Brenda Wright
(responsible for finding resources to order coats; ordering these items
Children’s Books: Kathy Tumlison, Louisa Smith, Sally Kirst, Susan Musick, Elgenia Ross,
Isabel Bacon
(responsible for finding resources to order children’s books,; ordering books
Feeding our Guests: Sandy Funderburg
(responsible for finding donations or purchasing hot dogs, buns, condiments, chips and water
for all of our visitors and their families)

Setting up/Tearing down of event: Trinity Sunday School Class
If you feel called to assist on any of these teams, please contact
one of the chairpersons or contact Lynne in our church office.
Your help would be greatly appreciated!

What else do we need to make this
ministry a success?
We still need
funding.
Please consider making a
donation.
Mark your calendars —

We need YOU!
On Sunday, October 10,
from 2:00-4:00 p.m., we must have

75 volunteers.

Sunday, October 10, 2:00-4:00 PM

Memorials were given to the glory of God
And in loving memory of:
Kathie Barnett:
Bennie & Buck Henderson
Phyllis & Kneath Loomis
Mary Ruby Barrett Brown:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Pat & Randy Montgomery
Diane & Mark Pennington
Martha Scifres
Ken Burchfield:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Cliff Gibson
Rene & Jerry Johnson
Diane & Mark Pennington
Patty Ross
Kathy & James Tumlison
Mary Jo Wisener
Lanier Carson:
Margaret & Rod Norton
Jo Anne Dannehl:
Bennie & Buck Henderson
Mark Engelkes:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Diane & Mark Pennington
Norma Fletcher:
Elgenia & Jim Ross
John Frank Gibson:
LeAnne Burch
Joe Guenter:
LeAnne Burch
Cookie & Jim Crossett
Phyllis Jones
Margaret & Rod Norton
Diane & Mark Pennington
Patty Ross
Barry Hall:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Judy & George Harris
Charlotte McGarr
Patty Ross
Sonny Jones:
LeAnne Burch
Margaret & Rod Norton
Patty Ross
Jordan Lee:
LeAnne Burch

Dr. Randy McKiever:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Cliff Gibson
Patty Ross
Sammy Mullis:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Margaret & Rod Norton
Patty Ross

Jaci Oxner:
LeAnne Burch
Harold West:
Arkansas Municipal League Operations
Sue & David Anderson
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
Faye Chandler
Gail & Randy Cockrell
Allison & Ryan Collins
Cookie & Jim Crossett
Stacey & Barry Davis
Lisa & Cliff Gibson
Judy & George Harris
Bennie & Buck Henderson
Rene & Jerry Johnson
Sue & Levi Johnson
Patsy & JF Jordan
Kay & Don Koen
Judy & Jack Lassiter
Jimmie Jo & David Leech
Charlotte McGarr
Linda Magness
Patricia Matthews
Maxwell Hardwood (Beth & Tommy Maxwell)
Debbie & Steve Morrison
Susan Musick
Margaret & Rod Norton
Diane & Mark Pennington
Eddye Ann & Richard Reinhart
Patty Ross
Marion “Mimi” & Margaret Ann Ryburn
Linda & Grady Tabor
Renee Treadwell
Kathy & James Tumlison
Sandra West
Mary Jo Wisener

And in loving honor of:
Connie & Johnny Kirk:
Loyd Oxner

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2021
Julie Smith, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
LeAnne Burch, Trustee Leader
Paul Griffin, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, SPPRC
Ray Ryburn, Trustees
Stephanie Brown, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least
once each month to complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas
and to take action to benefit our local church. The Council is providing a short summary of
primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included
in each monthly newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.
Meeting July 06, 2021
The council reviewed the June 2021 financial report. The June financial report was
accepted as presented.
The Trustee Report was presented to the Council. The Council approved a bid from
Chris Cox to level the lot on Jackson and to remove dirt and concrete from the
vacant lot.
A report was given on the Escamillas repair work on the leak in the roof beside the bell
tower, power washing and sealing deck at the parsonage, and the second power
washing of the exterior of the church.
Pine straw/mulch on the playground will be done to comply with state regulations for
preschools. The Escamillas have submitted a bid but the council will explore other
sources of mulch to lower the total cost of the work. The council will leave any
further discussion on this project until the August meeting so that more information
can be received.
The gutters need to be repaired/cleaned to help with water issues in the playground
area.
The SPRC Report started a discussion regarding a Board to oversee the Preschool
program Reverend Diffee suggested that the Executive Council set up a board and
nominate people to serve on the board to provide guidance and present a report
regularly to the Executive Council. It was suggested that that board membership be
open to volunteers but also the Council can place specific people on the board.
Discussion on creating the board will continue at the August meeting.

In New Business the Council heard a report on a company called PushPay that
specializes in church financial software. The company also can design apps with
churches to help members with online portals, giving, and other financial matters.
Further investigation is needed and will be considered at a future meeting.
The Council discussed receiving donations of stock. It was reported that the Methodist
Foundation will work with the church om the development of policies. Reverend
Diffee and Stephanie Brown will gather additional information for the Council to
consider.
A report on the theft of a Catalytic Converter from a church vehicle was presented. The
damaged bus was taken to Ryburn Motors to be repaired. Repairs were covered by
insurance with a deductible.
The Advance Monticellonian has asked if the church wanted to place an ad in the new
resident bulletin. The Council decided to not participate at this time.
Reverend Diffee reported that the Witness team is working on plans to welcome
students at UAM. He led a discussion on what we can do to get the students to be a
part of the church while they are at UAM. He will speak with Kevan Dodson with the
Wesley Foundation to see what we can do as a first step. Assisting with move-in day
was suggested as a starting point.
The Relaunch team presented an updated report to allow church groups such as UMW,
the Fall bazaar, Shepherd’s Center, the Rummage sale, Wednesday nights to resume
meeting in church facilities. Outside groups still will not be allowed to use church
facilities. The Council approved the actions to be implemented.

Michael James Insurance is hosting a School Supply Drive beginning August 2 and ending on
August 12 with a Hot dog and Cola appreciation lunch. Bring donations of notebook paper,
notebooks, pencils, Kleenex, hand sanitizer, crayons, markers, back packs, etc., to the James
Agency at 324 Hwy 425 S. any time in the next 2 weeks and come back on the 12th for a
Hot dog! Supplies collected will be delivered to both Monticello and Drew Central schools.

Sunday, August 15, 2021 from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
Family Life Center covered drive-through

Everyone is Invited!!!
Come One, Come All to a drive-through Wedding Shower honoring Taryn Parker
and Daniel Wigley. The couple is registered at Town & Country in Monticello, and
online at www.theknot.com.

Sunday, August 22, 2021 from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
Family Life Center covered drive-through

Everyone is Invited!!!
Come One, Come All to a drive-through Wedding Shower honoring Kaylee Barnard
Brixie and Cole Brixie. The couple is registered at www.amazon.com.
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