Reflections
July 2021
317 S. Main Street

Greetings in Christ!
I wanted to take a moment to send you this letter of invitation to
attend service this coming Sunday as we pause to appreciate both
our freedom as Americans, as well as our freedom we enjoy as
Christians. Someone rightfully said one time that freedom isn't
free. Those of us who have lived in America for any period of time
recognize that truly this is the case. Men and women have given
their lives over the years so that you and I can enjoy the freedom
we know, as well as the freedom to gather in worship.
Being that the Fourth of July is on a Sunday this year, we will only
have one worship service. This service will take place in the
Sanctuary at 9:00 am. A nursery will be provided for this service,
but there will be no children's Sunday school classes afterwards.
We hope that you will take time out of celebrating with
family and friends to join us either in person or online.
Blessings,
Rev. Bryan Diffee

Troop 67 has had a busy June. Five of our newer scouts attended first
year camper weekend at De Soto in El Dorado for 48 hours and worked
on three different rank requirements. We have two of our college
students working at Philmont Ranch this summer for BSA events. We
have two teams from the De Soto Area that are headed to Philmont for
10 days of hiking and camping and two of our troop members
Lucas Warren and Johnny McClendon are off this week with one of
those teams to Philmont.
The troop has also completed service hours by helping the senior citizen
center with their flowerbeds and will continue to help the center
improve their outdoor landscape through the next several weeks.
We have had John Davis at our troop meetings to help us with our
communications merit badge, and we are starting with Martha Crook to
work on our family life merit badge. We will be leaving in a few weeks
for summer camp at De Soto and the boys are very excited on selecting
their merit badges for the week.
Cub Scout Pack 69 does not meet during the summer but is working
toward getting a few scouts together to attend day camp the last week
of July. If anyone is interested in participating in day camp with the
theme of “Weird Science,” please contact

Wednesday, July 7, 2021 from 5:00 to 6:30 PM
in the Fellowship Hall

Everyone is Invited!!!
Come One, Come All to a Wedding Shower honoring Amy James and Matthew
Montgomery. Amy is the daughter of Michael and Deborah James, and Matthew is
son of Randy and Holly Montgomery.

The couple is registered at Town & Country and City Drug in Monticello, and online
at zola.com/wedding.

Bells of Hope Handbell Choir - Chancel Choir - Praise Band
Chancel Choir will provide anthems and special music each Sunday in the
Traditional Service which begins at 11 o’clock. We will resume regular
Wednesday rehearsals on Wednesday, August 11 at 6:00 PM in the Sanctuary!
Until this time, we are rehearsing each Sunday morning at 10:30! Please feel
free to join us on any Sunday morning for a SUPER worship experience! We will
have a folder and a choir robe ready for you!
Musically yours,
Kathy Lyon, Adult Music Director

Sunday, July 18, 2021 from 1:30 to 3:00 PM
in the Family Life Center

Everyone is Invited!!!
Come One, Come All to a Wedding Shower honoring Beth Justice, bride elect of
Walker Jarrett.
The couple is registered at http://www.theknot.com/walkerandbeth.

BSA

Bro. Bryan and Eugene made a visit to Grand Manor last month. Eugene was in
rare form, and the residents loved him. No one wanted them to leave. Hopefully
this was the first of many visits.
Save the Date
UMW Sunday is July 18 both
services.
August 25 — Church Fun Night.
September 1 — regular Wednesday
schedule resumes. More info in
August newsletter.

Weekly Events
Sundays
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
9:50 In-person & Online Adult Sunday
School/Fellowship in FLC & Trinity in
Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
6:00 PM Small Group in FLC foyer

Tuesdays:
10:00 AM Prayer Team (Zoom)

Wednesdays:
6:30 Wednesday (In-Person/Zoom)

Thursdays:
3:30—Feed Our Neighbors

The FUMC Preschool
FUMC Preschool Registration is ongoing
for the 2021-2022 school year. Contact
the church office or Shelly Mullins at
308-0857 for more information.

Save the Date
UMW Fall Meeting hosted by
First United Methodist Church
in Monticello on Saturday,
September 11, 2021.
9:30 AM Registration, meeting
begins at 10, and Lunch at 12 PM.

BSA

If you would like to volunteer to help, there are several ways:
1. COOKIES are needed. On Monday, July 26 we will be delivering cookies to many of
our first responders and the nursing homes in our area. If you can make cookies for us,
please deliver them (preferably in small bags with 3-4 cookies per bag) to Lynne’s office
the week of July 19-23. We will freeze them to use during VBS. THANK YOU!
2. CHILDREN’S BOOKS are being collected. One of our missions this week is to help
with Sole Purpose [our shoes, socks, coats, and (now) books distribution ministry
coming this fall]. We are asking you to clean out your children’s or grandchildren’s
bookcases and bring those slightly used books to VBS. THANK YOU!
3. CANNED GOODS will be given out. Another mission during VBS will be to visit our
nearly 100 families that are part of our Feed Our Neighbors ministry. Each child will take
a bag with two cans to one of Our Neighbors and leave it at their doors. Please drop off
cans the week before VBS to help us with this mission, too. THANK YOU!

4. SIGN UP your kids and grandkids and neighbor’s kids and any other child you
know! The link to sign up is on our church website: fumcmonticello.org. It is also on a
VBS facebook page of its own with the sign up link.
5. If you would like to help SHEPHERD the kids around to crafts, to recreation, and to
ride on the buses as we make our mission deliveries, please call the church office or me
to sign up. The more of you that will be with us, the better our VBS will be!

Children’s Ministry News

Children’s Sunday School meets each Sunday on the second floor of the Fellowship Hall
around 10:00 am (immediately after the 9:00 am service). Isabel Bacon, Diantha Beer,
Kim Fletcher, and I enjoy sharing God’s word through Bible stories, songs, and crafts with
our children. COME JOIN US!
To our children and their family members: you are called by name and remembered in our
prayers. You are loved.
Ms. Brenda and the Children’s Ministry Team
“And He took the children up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed them.”
Mark 10:16

“Sole” Purpose

“Sole” Purpose

“Sole” Purpose

Mark your calendar for October 10, 2021. That’s the day we will be welcoming children and
their families into our church and providing them with some much needed items. This year each
child will receive a new pair of shoes, socks, a coat, a couple of books and a Bible. That’s a big order but we can, and WILL, do it!

SO WHAT CAN YOU DO NOW?
Share new or gently used children books
Share new or gently used children’s coats or jackets

MAKE A DONATION
With your support, we will be able to begin ordering items in August in anticipation for our mission event. Please consider how you can best donate to this event. Your heart will be blessed!
Please contact one of these members if you are
willing to chair/work one of the committees:
Belinda Carpenter

870-723-3980

Sandy Funderburg

870-723-4945

Kathy Tumlison

870-723-4054

Feed Our Neighbors
THANK YOU to all of you who continue to
give to this ministry. The food you leave
at the church door and the monetary gifts
are sincerely appreciated and needed to
keep this ministry alive.
The foods we need this month:
Peanut Butter
Canned Fruits and Vegetables
Boxes of Cereal
The FON Ministry Team
“Inasmuch as you have done it to one of the
least of these my brothers and sisters, you have done it
to me.” Matthew 25:40

Thank you to all at First United Methodist
Church who made my baby shower
possible. Jade Eliza and I are so blessed to
be part of such a loving church family.
Love,
Sarah and Jade Eliza

First United Methodist AR Travelers with Diamond Tours present a trip September
13 - 18, 2021 to the Ark Encounter. The trip includes the following: five (5) nights
lodging, including three (3) consecutive nights in the Cincinnati area; Motorcoach
transportation; Admission to Ark Encounter, Creation Museum & Newport Aquarium;
and eight (8) meals — five (5) breakfasts and three (3) dinners.
Cost of trip $630 per person, double occupancy. Single occupancy add $150.
For more details and to reserve your spot on the bus, call Dalene Stephenson
870-723-0650. We would love to have you join us!!
Sign up today!

Spots are still available!
Call Dalene Stephenson
870-723-0650
Memorials were given to the glory of God
And in loving memory of:
Donald Ralph Barnett:
Stacey & Barry Davis

Kathie Barnett:
Sandy & David Funderburg
MHS Class of ‘70
Ken Burchfield:
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
Lanier Carson:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Lori & Greg Fallon
Robin Johnson
Jo Anne Dannehl:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Robin Johnson

John Frank Gibson:
Elgenia & James Ross
Joe Guenter:
Belinda & Dave Carpenter
Jessie Chappell
Gail & Randy Cockrell
Stacey & Barry Davis
Lori & Greg Fallon
James Fuller
Sandy & David Funderburg
Jimmie Jo & David Leech
Louine Leech
Charlotte McGarr
Judy Murphy

Susan Musick
Auburn Ponder
Kathy & James Tumlison
Ted Hammett:
Lori & Greg Fallon

Joyce Hopkins:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Pamela Hudson:
Robin Johnson
Sonny Jones:
Lori & Greg Fallon
Sandy & David Funderburg
Robin Johnson
Kathy & Jere Johnston
Stacey & Barry Davis
Carolyn & Harold Smith
Jordan Robert Lee:
Lori & Greg Fallon
Robin Johnson
Mary Mitchell:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Sammy Mullis:
Robin Johnson
Gale Shook:
Stacey & Barry Davis
James Youngblood:
Stacey & Barry Davis
Robin Johnson

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2021
Julie Smith, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
LeAnne Burch, Trustee Leader
Paul Griffin, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, SPPRC
Ray Ryburn, Trustees
Stephanie Brown, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each month to complete
various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to benefit our local church. The Council is
providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these meetings which will be included in
each monthly newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the meeting.
Meeting June 01, 2021

The council reviewed the May 2021 financial report. There was a special report on Methodist Foundation investments.
FUMC-Monticello is in medium risk investment accounts. Both reports were approved.
The Trustee Report was presented to the Council. Chris Cox will look at and bid to level the lot on Jackson. Concrete,
pillars, and steps will be taken out. They impede the ability to mow the lot.
James Tumlison cut and removed the tree that fell on lot behind Cash Savers at no expense to the church.
The council approved the bid from the Escamillas to repair the leak in the roof beside the bell tower.
The council approved a bid from the Escamillas on power washing and sealing deck at the parsonage.
The council approved a bid from the Escamillas on a second power washing of the exterior of the church. The initial
power washing of the outside surface of the church did not remove the calcified material on some of the brick. This
will take a different cleaner and a second washing.
Jennifer Fryer self-furloughed from her position in 2020. She would like to come back in the Fall. The council approved
her return to employment at the same rate of pay.
The Council discussed recent work on the playground and heard plans for additional work to be completed this
summer. There is currently a bid to remove playground pine straw and install 8 or more loads of wood chips. The
mulch the city used for the park was not the free mulch after all, so that option is now less appealing. The
playground bid will be discussed at the July meeting, and some other options will be discussed at that time.
Reverend Diffee reported on the upcoming Annual Conference. Julie Smith, Jack Lassiter, Rev. Lori Fallon, and
Rev. Bryan Diffee will attend in person. John Davis will attend as the alternate via Zoom, and Maggie Brown and
Sydney Fallon will attend as district at large delegates. Helen Guenter will attend virtually as the Conference
Historian.
The Relaunch Committee presented the following proposed actions. Greeters will be at Foyer and ramp doors for
the 9:00 AM service and ushers for the 11:00 AM service. Sign-up Genius will be utilized to recruit greeters. The
offering plate will be passed during the service beginning on June 13. Donuts and coffee will resume on June 13.
Communion will resume in the regular manner in July. The church is not ready for large groups from outside the
church to use the facilities. This will be considered again at July meeting.
Welcome back to Wednesdays will begin with a fun evening planned for the entire church to return to activities on
Wednesday evenings on August 25. Dinner will be served. Fun activities, forms for parents to sign that allows
children to come to choir/bells and ride the bus will be available. Choir and bells for adults will be starting up again
on Wednesdays.
The Council approved all of the proposed actions.
Reverend Fallon reported that the youth annual Mission trip will be in Oklahoma during the latter part of June, Our
Church family gave generously for this trip. Youth members are returning and participating in activities
The council began discussing possible uses for the vacant lot on the east side of the church. Discussions will continue at
future Executive Council meetings.

First United Methodist Church
317 S. Main St.
Monticello, AR 71655

