Reflections
June 2021
317 S. Main Street
As I write this letter, United Methodists from all across Arkansas are preparing for another session of
the Arkansas Annual Conference. Thankfully, due to a vaccine and cases of Covid on the decline, we
can once again safely meet together as United Methodists for holy conversation, prayer, worship,
remembrance, and celebration.
This year’s annual conference will convene in Hot Springs, Arkansas, June 2-4. It will be our first ever
hybrid conference. Some will be gathering in person while others will be attending via Zoom. I trust
that you will keep your annual conference in prayer as we come together to do God’s work and chart
a course for the church that will carry us into the future.
Being a fifth generation “Methodist” minister, summer would not be complete without attending an
annual conference. I look forward to seeing old friends, making new ones, and seeing as well as
hearing how God is at work through the United Methodist Church in Arkansas. It broke my heart last
year when our conference, due to Covid, was completed on a Saturday morning on Zoom.
Some of the greatest moments of the annual conference, for me, happens during worship. There is
just something about that many United Methodists in one place worshiping God and sharing in one
faith and spirit. Whether it is the memorial service, ordination, celebration of retirements or closing
worship, God is present and hope is rekindled. I am thankful that as the appointments are read this
year, my name will be next to First United Methodist Monticello. I thank God every day that I am
able to serve alongside you in ministry. You are a special group of people, and I am encouraged by
your faith and your love.
This year’s annual conference marks my 35th time to attend an annual conference and my 25th as a
minister. I still remember my first. I was a 14 year old boy as I stood before a seminary display table
in the basement of First United Methodist Church in Hot Springs and heard that still small voice of
God calling me into ministry. That to me proves that great and eventful things can occur at annual
conference. What is needed most is our willingness to listen. Thank you for your witness. Thank you
for your prayers. For more information about the Arkansas Annual Conference (schedule,
resolutions, reports, etc.) please visit: https://docs.arumc.org/Annual%20Conference/AC2021/
PCJ2021Online.pdf
Delegates from FUMC are Bro. Bryan & Rev. Lori Fallon (clergy), Julie Smith & Jack Lassiter (Lay
delegates), and John Davis (Alternate). To represent the SE District are Maggie Brown and
Sydney Fallon (At Large delegates).
Blessings,
Bryan

Confirmation Sunday and Fish Fry
Sunday was a great day with the confirmation of seven of our young people
followed by a fish fry. Our seven confirmands are pictured above —
Alex Martinez, Kolton Beer, Addy Beth Maxwell, Rylan Harvey, Presley Wagner,
James Pierce Breedlove, and Max Efird. Congratulations to all of them for finishing
confirmation class and becoming members of First United Methodist Church.
A big thank you to Mike Stephenson, James Tumlison, Tommy Maxwell, Kenny
Hudgens, Dave Carpenter, Anthony Brown, and Auddy Doss for frying up the fish
and hushpuppies. Thanks also to everyone who brought a side dish or dessert, and
to those who set up, served, and cleaned up. The food was fantastic; the fellowship
was wonderful. We have missed being together the last 14 months. The kids had a
wonderful time playing nine square, and we all enjoyed just being together.

May has been a super busy month for Troop 67. Besides our
weekly meetings, we have assisted the Monticello Rotary club
with placing the American Flags around the square and the
County Courthouse, we have had a camping/work weekend at
Camp De Soto for our Magellan site, and we have participated in
the Councils 98th Anniversary Recognition Banquet that was
recently held at Camp De Soto. At this banquet our scouts
assisted in the Flag Ceremony, and we had two Eagle Scouts
recognized-Lucas Babst and Johnny McClendon.

Also at the banquet we had two surprise awards given to adult members
of our troop: John McClendon was recognized as the 2020 Eagle Class
Honoree for his continued dedication to the Council and our local Troop.
With receiving this award he was the Council representative to hand all
Eagles their recognition plaque at the Banquet, which meant lots of
pictures.
Caleb Whitehurst received the Three Rivers District Award of Merit. You
receive this award not only for your dedication to the Council but for the
continued dedication to your district area, and Mr. Whitehurst is always
available to help with the Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts of Monticello
anytime you call or text him.
We wish congratulations to everyone who was recognized at the
Banquet!
The Troop is excited that the Council will have a normal schedule of
summer activities and our newest Scout members are gearing up for the
First Year Camper Weekend in June and our full Troop of Scouts are
preparing for summer camp week in July.
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Pack 69 has been busy with magic tricks, "Tiggerific" games, fire
building, and outdoor skills. The weekend event at DeSoto was a
NOVA event where cubs were able to build glow in the dark paper
airplanes, rocket launchers, and a Mars Rover out of recycled
materials.
We had our end of year party on May 24 with play time on the
playground, requirement awards, ice cream, and cookies. We
have discussed attending summer day camp in El Dorado as a
group and will continue to make those plans for the week of July
26. The theme this year is "Weird Science."

Save The Date
July 7, 2021 at 5:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall
Wedding Shower honoring Amy James and Matthew Montgomery. Amy is the daughter of
Michael and Deborah James, and Matthew is son of Randy and Holly Montgomery (from out of
town).
The couple is registered at Town & Country and City Drug in Monticello and online at
zola.com/wedding. More info to come.

Bells of Hope Handbell Choir - Chancel Choir - Praise Band
So very proud of the dedication of each Bells of Hope handbell ringer,
Chancel Choir singer, and Praise Band member! These talented
individuals give of their time and talents to our church, and I know that you all
appreciate their gifts of service. I am listing their names below. When you see
them, please thank them for their contributions to our worship services.
Kathy Borchardt, Carolyn Bullock, Belinda Akin Carpenter, David Carpenter,
Renee Clark, Jake Coburn, Susan Cossey, Mary Donaldson, Greg Fallon,
Jennifer Fryer, Sandy Funderburg, Louise Godwin, Walter Godwin, Kevin Grant,
Haley Greer, Amy Harper, Joy Holley, Cindy Hudgens, Michael James, Marge
LaPointe, Susan LaPointe, Addy Beth Maxwell, Sheila Maxwell, Wil Maxwell,
Kristi Meeks, Sarah Perez, Julie Smith, LaDonna Spain, Eric Stevens,
Andi Wagner, Presley Wagner, Mary Jo Wisner, and our sound technician,
Michael Reed!
Thanks be to God for the faithfulness of these gifted individuals.
Kathy Lyon, Adult Music Director

Sign up today!
Sign-up deadline is June 15.
Spots are going fast!

First United Methodist AR Travelers with Diamond Tours present a trip September
13 - 18, 2021 to the Ark Encounter. The trip includes the following: five (5) nights
lodging, including three (3) consecutive nights in the Cincinnati area; Motorcoach
transportation; Admission to Ark Encounter, Creation Museum & Newport Aquarium;
and eight (8) meals — five (5) breakfasts and three (3) dinners.
Cost of trip $630 per person, double occupancy. Single occupancy add $150.
For more details and to reserve your spot on the bus, call Dalene Stephenson
870-723-0650. We would love to have you join us!!

Children’s Choir News
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The Children's Choirs and I performed our version of "God is So Good" on
Mother's Day! Of course it was on video but very meaningful and so many
people reached out to me saying how they loved seeing and hearing the
children.
It has been, to say the least, an unusual time for everyone, but we have
made the best of a bad situation! I would like to say thank you to all the parents
who have taken the time to help with this process. It was time consuming but so
worth it to be able to stay connected with our children and church!
I can’t wait to see everyone for a new in-person choir season! Look for details in
the upcoming months!

Love to all,
Kathy Borchardt

The FUMC Preschool
Save the Date
UMW Fall Meeting hosted
by First United Methodist
Church in Monticello on
Saturday, September 11,
2021. The time is to be
determined.

Weekly Events
Sundays
9:00 AM In-person & Online Service
11:00 AM In-person & Online Service
9:50 In-person & Online Adult Sunday
School/Fellowship in FLC & Trinity in
Fellowship Hall
10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School
3:30 PM FUMY
6:00 PM Small Group in FLC foyer
Tuesdays:
10:00 AM Prayer Team (Zoom)
7:00 PM Small Group (Zoom)
Wednesdays:
6:30 Wednesday (In-Person/Zoom)

Our 2020-2021 preschool
year ended with a
wonderful graduation ceremony
to celebrate our brand new
Kindergarteners. They are a bunch
of smart cookies now, and we are
so proud of them! We were
honored to have Bro. Bryan bring
his friend Eugene to give words of
encouragement and advice, and
the students thoroughly enjoyed
his visit. We are now busy making
plans for 2021-2022 school year
and looking forward to meeting a
new class of preschoolers.
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Children’s Ministry News

Children’s Sunday school has begun in person. We begin by meeting together on the
second floor of the Fellowship Hall, visiting a few minutes, and learning The Ten
Commandments. Then we divide: some stay on the second floor and some go to the
third floor for our Bible lessons.
The first Sunday of each month, we are going to do a special project together. In
May we put together homeless bags to put in our cars to hand out to those we see
who might be hungry.
July 26-28 we will have in-person Vacation Bible School. We are so excited!!!
Our VBS theme this year is based on Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount: Matthew 5-7. We
will meet in the sanctuary at 9:00 am each morning, separate into “Beatitude”
groups, sing with Ms. Kathy Borchardt, and listen to a devotional with Bro. Bryan
Diffee and one of his puppets. During our time together we will do crafts, participate
in recreation with Pastor Lori and Maggie Brown, go off campus for a Mission project,
and enjoy lunch in the Family Life Center. By noon everyone will be picked up on the
west side of the sanctuary by the automatic double glass doors.
If you would be interested in being a VBS volunteer, please send me an email or
text. You will be blessed to be part of this ministry! We would love to have
you! THANK YOU!!! (brenda.wright@fumcmonticello.org or 504-812-2842)
Please join us in Sunday school! We miss seeing you! You will be blessed; we will be
blessed.
You are each called by name when you are remembered in the weekly prayer vigil.
May God bless you.
Ms. Brenda and the Children’s Ministry Team
“And He took the children up in His arms, laid His hands on them, and blessed
them.”
Mark 10:16

“Sole” Purpose

“Sole” Purpose

Two years ago, our congregation committed to placing shoes on the feet of children in need. We
accomplished this through the “Samaritan Feet” organization. We continue to honor that commitment
to our children, but we will now do this on our own. We have found new resources that make this more
cost-efficient. This enables us to continue helping even more children in the future. So—a new name!
Once again, we will be providing a pair of shoes and socks, a coat and a Bible to children all across
Drew County—but in addition, this year, we will be adding a much needed item. Every child will have the
opportunity to choose a book of his/her choice. Too many children have NO books in their home. What
a gift it would be to start a child on the journey of finding the love to read!
But we need help! How can you do this? We will need to raise approximately $7,000 to reach 300 boys
and girls. So please consider making donations now. In addition, help is needed in the planning! You will
see the opportunities in the boxes on this page. If you would be willing to either chair or work in a
particular area, please contact one of the steering committee members. And we need donations of
gently used children’s coats and BOOKS! As you are spring-cleaning this year, please bring these items to
the church. Boxes will be placed throughout the church for collection.
This is, indeed, a blessing to our Drew County families—and at FUMC Monticello
“We are blessed to be a blessing!”
What can I do to
help?
Communication Committee
Creating and collecting applications for students in our school
Book Committee
Finding resources for purchasing
books

Shoe Committee

Coat Committee
Finding resources for purchasing
coats

Finding resources for purchasing
shoes

Feed the Children Committee

Set Up/Tear Down Committee

Securing hot dogs, etc. to share
with families

Setting up for the event.

DISTRIBUTION DATE, October 10, 2021

Please contact one of these members if you are
willing to chair/work one of these committees:
Belinda Carpenter

870-723-3980

Sandy Funderburg

870-723-4945

Kathy Tumlison

870-723-4054

Brenda Wright

504-812-2842

Feed Our Neighbors
Each week there is at least one food item that we put in Our Neighbors’
bags that is not available in bulk at a reduced rate. When you can, please
help us by purchasing some of these items. Here is the list of some of
them: a one pound bag of dried beans, spaghetti (pasta), and rice; canned fruits and
vegetables, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, small cans of chicken. Though these are
often the items we request that you help us with, we never turn any food item(s)
down. Any gift of food from you is a blessing to this ministry. Our Neighbors will
receive all the food you give. Whatever you are led to buy for Our Neighbors is
genuinely and sincerely appreciated. THANK YOU!
Thank you for your monetary donations.
Thank YOU especially for your prayers for Our Neighbors and for this entire ministry
team.
In Christian love,
The FON Ministry Team
“Inasmuch as you have done it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,
you have done it to me.” Matthew 25:40
Memorials were given to the glory of God
And in loving memory of:
Lanier Carson:
Kay Carson
Lanier Grassie
Kay Crook:
Helen & Joe Guenter
Norma Fletcher:
Joy & Dennis Holley
Ted Hammett:
Helen & Joe Guenter
Pamela Hudson:
Helen & Joe Guenter
Sonny Jones:
Allison & Ryan Collins
Helen & Joe Guenter
Sally & Bob Kirst
Judy & Jack Lassiter
George & Katherine Lease
Susan Musick
Mimi & Margaret Anne Ryburn
Linda & Grady Tabor
Renee Treadwell
Juanita & Jerry Webb

Sonny Jones: continued
Mary & Bill Whiting
Brenda Wright
Jordan Robert Lee:
Aggie & Ricky Grant
Helen & Joe Guenter
Mary & Bill Whiting
Jaci Oxner:
Elgenia & Jim Ross
Mary & Bill Whiting
Betty Jo Ross Pruett:
Helen & Joe Guenter

Executive Council Notes
Class of 2021
Julie Smith, Lay Leader/SPPRC Leader
LeAnne Burch, Trustee Leader
Paul Griffin, Finance Leader
Bryan Diffee, Senior Pastor

Class of 2022
Jack Lassiter, SPPRC
Ray Ryburn, Trustees
Stephanie Brown, Treasurer
Lori Fallon, Associate Pastor

Class of 2023
John Davis, SPPRC
Wil Maxwell, Trustees
Justin Atkins, Finance

The Executive Council of the First United Methodist Church of Monticello meets at least once each month to
complete various requirements of the United Methodists of Arkansas and to take action to benefit our local
church. The Council is providing a short summary of primary actions and proposed activities discussed at these
meetings which will be included in each monthly newsletter. These notes are not the complete minutes of the
meeting.
Meeting May 10, 2021

• The Council received a report from the Special Relaunch Committee with recommendations for In-person
worship to be no masks required for all members attending who have received vaccination shots. This was
approved and will be announced by Rev. Diffee or Rev. Fallon at the services on May 16.
• The Trustee Report was presented to the Council. The Council discussed recent work on the playground and
heard plans for additional work to be completed this summer. An outdoor toybox for storing playground toys has
been ordered. The renovations to the ADA compliant bathroom in Fellowship Hall have been completed. Need for
cleanup of the deck at the parsonage was discussed and will be addressed after receiving bids on the work.
Replacement of the damaged video cameras in the sanctuary was discussed and will be addressed. The council
established a budget item for replacement. The Council accepted a bid from South Arkansas Soft Wash to clean
exterior of church brick, stucco, roof, and primary Driveway on NW side of Sanctuary.
• The Council approved the funding of a part-time Assistant A/V Worker. Assistant will assist on Sundays and fill
in at times when needed.
• The monthly Finance Report was presented and approved. A report was provided on the Arkansas Methodist
Foundation Account for FUMC Monticello. The rate of earnings is exceeding the rate previously earned when the
special accounts were held in local banks.
• The Council discussed reinstating monthly amounts to Maintenance/Depreciation & Van Replacement. This
action was approved at the amount previously funded each month.
• Reverend Diffee reported on the confirmation classes. Confirmation service is planned for May 23. He
discussed the progress of the Nomination Committee on members to serve on the council class of 2024 and
various ministry assignments.
• A revised and updated wedding and facility usage policy was reviewed and approved. A copy of the policy can
be obtained from the church office.
• The Relaunch committee will meet in 30 days to finalize mask/no mask policy and when non-member events
will be allowed.
• Five members of the Executive Council will be attending the Arkansas Methodist 2021 Conference June 2-4 in
Hot Springs. Some will attend in person and some will attend virtually.
Addendum: In the week after the regular meeting, the Council received an electronic report from the Director of
the Preschool program Shelly Mullins. Through email and phone conversations the Council has been able to respond to questions she presented with the following approved actions.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Pre School will be offered at the church this Fall following DHS and public school guidelines.
All DHS guidelines in regards to COVID protocols will be followed.
Salary for the teachers will be based on income from enrollment, fees or fund raising.
The program should run as many days as student spots can be filled.
The church will provide some funds to help with supplies.

Final action for preschool will be voted on at the June 1 Executive Council meeting.
Director Mullins has been advised to start enrolling students and planning for a Fall start of classes.

COVID 19 Vaccine clinic/information
Drew Memorial vaccine clinic — June 1—2-4 PM
Walmart — taking walk-ins
City Drug — call for an appointment 367-5301

First United Methodist Church
317 S. Main St.
Monticello, AR 71655

