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VOTING FOR CHRISTIANS
“God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put
all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church”—Ephesians
1:20-22 (NRSV)
Well, the race is heating up, and Election Day is getting near. Here are four things all Christians
can and should do in preparation for casting their votes.
First, Research the Issues. In the political arena and in the media, “Spin is King.” Misquoting,
taking quotes out of context, and using statistics based on extremes are tools in every politician’s
toolbox. Look beyond empty rhetoric, read between the lines, read the fine print to every speech
and debate, and don’t believe everything you read on social media. The internet has a wealth of
resources. Use nonpartisan tools like the Annenberg Political Fact Check (www.factcheck.org) to
see what the facts really are. The texts for all speeches and debates can be found online. When it
comes to matters of foreign policy, check websites of news organizations in other countries to see
what they’re saying (for example, http://news.bbc.co.uk). Most non- English-speaking online
newspapers offer an English site.
The key to democracy is a well-informed body of voters. Get informed!
Second, Prayerfully Search the Scriptures. Christians should be at least as informed about the
scriptures as they as they are about political issues. Read Exodus 23:1-9, Deuteronomy 5:1-6:7, and
Isaiah 11:1-10. Read an introduction to Amos and the whole book. Read Luke 6:7-49 and Matthew
5-7. Prayerfully consider what these readings say about God and God’s purposes for us. How do
they inform your politics?
Third, Use God’s Kingdom as the Standard. Jesus taught us to pray that God’s “kingdom come
on earth as it is in heaven.” Ultimately, all nations and leaders stand under God’s judgment. So do
we. As Paul wrote to the Philippians, “Our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are
expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil 3:20). Perhaps the most important question
Christian voters can ask is, “Which candidate’s plans are most in line with God’s plans for this
planet?”
Fourth, Vote. No candidate or political party is perfect. No candidate or political party has a
monopoly on Jesus Christ. No candidate or political party has plans that are perfectly aligned with
God’s Kingdom. Nevertheless, Christians should vote. Being informed about the issues and
scripture, and looking to God’s Kingdom as the standard, we cast our votes as an act of faith with
our hope in Jesus Christ, the Lord of the Universe. See you at the polls on November 3 rd!
Grace and Peace!

Drive-In Holy Communion October 4 at 3:00 PM
We plan to hold drive-in service of Holy Communion at the church October 4 at 3PM. Register now at
www.fumcmonticello.org/worship.
Please remain in your vehicle for the duration of the service. Watch your email for instructions for registration, parking,
and how to tune in via your car radio.
The service will also be livestreamed at 3PM, and you’re welcome to receive communion at home using your own bread
and grape juice/wine. The service will not be archived for later viewing, so please watch live at 3PM if you plan to
participate at home.
Transition to Online Giving
Thanks to everyone who has made the transition to online giving. Because we won’t be “passing the plates” in worship
for the foreseeable future, we encourage every family who is able to transition to electronic giving. There are three
ways for you to so that:
Go to www.fumcmonticello.org/give. Sign up for an account. It’s free, simple, and secure.
Download the Give+ app to your phone or smart device (https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/). Set up an
account for ease of use.
Contact your bank to set up an automatic draft to the church.
For those who choose to give by check, please mail your gifts to the church office at 317 South Main Street, Monticello,
AR 71655. However you choose to give, God will honor and bless it for the building of God’s Kingdom in Monticello and
beyond.
CHURCH RE-LAUNCH PLAN
The Executive Council
The Executive Council has some exciting news to share! We will began having limited in person services starting
September 27th. Fear not, however, our online services will continue as well as our Zoom sessions afterward. While we
know everyone would like to return to “church as normal”, we want everyone to feel comfortable worshiping however
possible in the midst of this “adjusted normal”. Certainly anyone who is in the higher risk categories should continue to
do what is best for them by staying home and we continue to strive to offer in-person worship to you in the best way
we can.
First, please know we will be strictly following the guidance provided by Bishop Mueller and his team at the Arkansas
Conference of the UMC. This means, at least for now, no children’s activities, no singing or congregational responses,
shortened services, and very limited attendance for gatherings. Children are absolutely welcome to come to worship
with their families. Since services are limited to 30 minutes, it will be easier on them and we will continue to have the
children’s sermon during that time. You will also notice that certain things have been removed from the pews in the
sanctuary to ensure proper sanitizing can take place.
It is required that everyone register, either online at www.fumcmonticello.org/worship or by calling Lynne at the church
office. This is for the purpose of contact tracing as well as knowing how many to prepare for. You will be emailed a form
to fill out and bring with you to church. If for some reason you can’t print it, call the church and we will make
arrangements to get it to you or for you to pick it up. Obviously, everyone will need to wear a mask and family groups
must stay 6ft away from other family groups.
There are other protocols for youth, small groups, etc. For information on those, you may visit the church website at
www.fumcmonticello.org/ReLaunch. Please know that at any time, for various reasons such as a known positive case
attending church, a drastic increase in the positivity rate for our area, or the closing of schools, we would have to
suspend in-person gatherings and go back to online only until it was safe to resume. These announcements would be
made via One Call through text and email.
Above all else, the safety and health of our congregation is at the forefront of every decision. We are looking forward to
seeing those that feel comfortable attending!
Yours in Christ,
FUMC Monticello Executive Council
Justin Atkins Stephanie Brown LeAnne Burch Hammett Evans Paul Griffin
Jack Lassiter Ray Ryburn
Julie Smith
Mike Stephenson

UMW Fall District Meeting
The Southeast UMW District fall meeting was held by zoom on September 19. Fifty women
attended the zoom meeting, and I want to thank Brenda Wright, Trudy Jackson, and
Helen Guenter for representing FUMC at this meeting.
The program was presented by our very own SE District Superintendent, Mark Norman, who
made kind and encouraging remarks about the United Methodist Women and the work they do.
He ended his talk in song with his rendition of “Let There Be Peace on Earth”.
Our local chapter received several awards for participating in numerous missions, and our local
UMW chapter was awarded the Ruby level award because of their many accomplishments. The
Diamond level is our goal for next year. Our monetary gifts are still important to our local unit to
be able to reach our goals again in 2021.
Trudy Jackson, our district spiritual growth officer, compiled a beautiful memorial service for
women who had passed away during this past year. Women from throughout the district were
remembered on this moving slideshow presentation. It is posted on Trudy’s Facebook page if
you are interested in viewing it.
Brenda Wright, district secretary of program resources, presented the names of the district UMW
ladies who qualified for different levels of reading books from the recommended library list.
Our church had three honorees: Brenda Wright, Susan Musick, and Sandy Funderburg.
I would like to thank the UMW ladies for always stepping up to the plate to help when you are
needed, especially for the food for families during their times of bereavement. I’m looking
forward to an in-person meeting with you hopefully in the near future!
Sandy Funderburg
UMW President

BSA Troop 67 continues to alternate
face-to-face and virtual meetings. This
month we continued our training on
outdoor ethics and during our virtual
meetings discussing character and service of a Scout.
We have our first camp out since January the weekend
of October 2 at Moro Bay State Park. The boys are
looking forward to it, and all adults will be coordinating
their social distancing rules and camping guidelines of
CDC and BSA.

Pack 69 is meeting monthly with each den starting in
September. Scouts are sent home with tasks to work on
with their families to complete requirements.

Weekly Events
Sundays
9:00 AM Online Service
11:00 AM Service/Sanctuary
Registration Required go to:
www.fumcmonticello.org/worship
or call the church office.
Wednesdays:
6:00 Wednesday Zoom Meeting

Both pack and troop are selling popcorn virtually this
year. Please text Renee Holland at 870-550-1281 for
access.

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS

The entire month of September we have been learning about Moses. Share with your family
what you know already about this very important character in the Old Testament. Read together in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy to learn even more about Moses and
the Israelites.
My prayers for you are for your safety, health, and happiness.
Ms. Brenda
“And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.” Mark 10:16

Feed Our Neighbors Ministry

More and more of you are receiving a blessing by helping in the Feed Our Neighbors
ministry:
1. Some of you are participating by giving food donations which help us supplement
the boxes with families with three and four members and for those with five to seven
members.
2. Because some of you give monetarily, we are able to purchase food for all the boxes
when the monthly Food Distribution runs out.
3. Four of our church members (Mary Donaldson, Sandy Funderburg, Susan Musick,
Sheere Scogin) meet me on Thursday mornings to add the extra food to the boxes
(Fern tapes for us) or do other tasks.
4. There are now 13 other drivers each week: Maggie Brown, LeAnne Burch, Christine
Felts, Kami Griffin, Kathy Johnston, Sally and Bob Kirst, Tommy Maxwell, Terry
Nugent, Michelle Pounds and Hammett Evans, Julie Smith, Louisa and Paul Smith,
Dalene and Mike Stephenson, Kathy and James Tumlison.
5. We, also, have a few substitute drivers and workers. They are appreciated for being
at the ready: Belinda Carpenter, Sandy Funderburg, Debbie Morrison,
Michelle Nickolson, and Lisa Tolin.
THANK YOU - each of you - for your part in this ministry.

Many of you pray faithfully for this ministry. Enough cannot be said about the power of
prayer. Please continue to pray that we (individually and collectively) are following God’s
will in this ministry. Thank you for your fervent prayers.
The number of families we serve increases weekly; we are now at 84! These families are
people we (the drivers) have come to know and care about. They are receiving the blessing
of food; together we receive blessings of friendship and fellowship.
Brenda Wright
Matthew 25:40 “... as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did it to me.”

Memorials were given to the glory of God And in loving memory of:
Clara Bailey:
Gibson & Keith, PLLC
C.C. “Cliff” Gibson, III

Carolyn Brown:
Judy & George Harris
Margaret & Rodney Norton
Emma Jean Poole

Roselyn Busby:
Sue & David Anderson
Cookie & Jim Crossett
Judy & George Harris
Bennie & Buck Henderson
Margaret & Rodney Norton

Floy Mae Crossett:
Sue & David Anderson
Norma & Joe Fletcher
Bennie & Buck Henderson
Kathy & James Tumlison

Blake Haynes:
Ann & Vernon Scogin

Bruce Savage:
Sue & David Anderson
Charles Treadwell:
Patty Ross

J.D. West
C.C. “Cliff” Gibson, III
Juanita & Jerry Webb

Bill Wisener:
David & Sue Anderson
Arkansas Conference UMC
Tommy & Barbara Arnold
Edmond & Isabel Bacon
Linda Beer
Virgil & Darcy Blackstock
Kevin Blagg
Ted & Kathy Carmical
Mike & Cathy Cash
Randy & Gail Cockrell
Jim & Cookie Crossett
Dennis Curtis, Jr.
John & Linda Gannaway

Gibson & Keith
C.C. “Cliff” Gibson, III
Kay & Virgil Grant
Bennie & Buck Henderson
Randall & Rhonda Herring
Alan & Ruth Holland
Thomas & Katherine Jayne
Jerry & Renee Johnson
Charlena & Billy Johnston
Kingwood Forestry Services, Inc.
Don & Kate Koen
Jack & Judy Lassiter
Diane & Carl Lucky
Linda Magness
Richard & Betty Mann
Thomas & Beverly Mays
John McClellan
Ronnie or Betty McFarland
William R. McKenzie
Charlotte McGarr
Richard H. McKenzie
Susan Musick
Margaret & Rodney Norton
Phyllis Parnell
Hope Robinson
Patty Ross
Deborah Seidel
Julie Simpson
Dewitt & Cindy Smith
Carolyn & Harold Smith
Nancy Stephenson
Grady & Linda Tabor
James & Kathy Tumlison
United Methodist Foundation of Arkansas
Jerry & Juanita Webb
Brenda & John Wisener
Waynette Woodall
John & Rebecca Womack

Mike & Suzanne Zieman
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