
 

  
  

 
  
 
 

 

 
 
 

BUT WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 
“’Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor of the one who fell among 
thieves?’ He said, ‘The one who did mercy with him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Go, and do 
likewise.’”—Luke 10:36-37 
  As I write, our nation is embroiled in protest over the deaths of Breonna Taylor, 
Ahmaud Arbery, and George Floyd. The Bible is clear: each and every human being is 
a work of God and infinitely precious in God’s sight. When any person is treated as less 
than human, God’s heart breaks. Ours should too. 
  We don’t always treat each other that way. Just four chapters into the Bible, Cain 
murders his brother Abel. When God confronts Cain with what he has done, Cain asks, 
“Am I my brothers’ keeper?” The Bible’s answer is, “Yes. Yes, you are.” 
  Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan puts it in clear, unadulterated terms. After a priest 
and a Levite pass by, a much-despised Samaritan comes to the rescue of a man treated 
like trash, beaten and bloody, left for dead on the side of the road. Through this 
deceptively simple story, Jesus is telling us that if we want to truly love our neighbor, 
then we must do our part to bring justice and healing when people like Breonna, 
Ahmaud, and George are treated like the man left for dead on the side of the road. 
These lives – black lives – matter to God. Therefore, they should matter to those of us 
who claim to follow Christ. 
  In the final analysis, there are only two kinds of people, according to Jesus’ story. On 
the one hand, there are people like the priest and the Levite who see injustice and pain 
inflicted upon their neighbors yet shrug it off, pass on by, and do nothing. On the other 
hand there are those who stand up for what is right and good and just and loving. 
Which one will we be? 
Grace and Peace! 
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Transition to Online Giving 
We now offer online giving. Because we will not be meeting for worship in the church 
for some time, we encourage every family who can to transition to electronic giving. 
There are three ways for you to so that: 

Go to www.fumcmonticello.org/give. Sign up for an account. It’s free, simple, and  
secure. 

Download the Give+ app to your phone or smart device (https://
giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/). Set up an account for ease of use. 

Contact your bank to set up an automatic draft to the church. 
For those who choose to give by check, please mail your gifts to the church office at   
317 South Main Street, Monticello, AR 71655. However you choose to give, God will 
honor and bless it for the building of God’s Kingdom in Monticello and beyond. 
 

ZOOM TOWN HALL ON RE-OPENING THE FACILITY 
Join Bro. Hammett in Zoom on Wednesday, June 3 from 6:30-7:30 P.M. After a short 
video, there will be time for questions about the process for re-opening. Join the Zoom 
meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84070625255?
pwd=Vy94Mis3WjdtaUdROTg1c0tHL3VvUT09 meeting ID: 840 7062 5255,          
Password: 05251738. 
 

UPDATE: FUMC MONTICELLO IN THE PANDEMIC 
a Word from Bro. Hammett 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we closed the doors to the church facility on March 13. 
The church staff and I have moved our offices to our homes. The office phone has been 
forwarded to our Administrative Assistant, Lynne Russell. Feel free to call her at (870) 
367-2471. Here are answers to some of the questions I have received. 
Why is the church facility closed? Because people can be contagious with COVID-19 
without showing symptoms. Most, if not all, of our interactions within the building put 
us in close proximity with one another. That puts all of us at risk, especially those who 
are most vulnerable. 
How long will the building be closed? I don’t know. Bishop Mueller has provided     
pastors with guidance for re-opening in three stages. We will enter Stage 1, which allows 
groups of 10 persons or less to meet, once we have had fourteen consecutive days of    
declining cases in the State of Arkansas. In-person gatherings will be phased in over 
time, and include strict enforcement of safety measures like wearing masks and social 
distancing. According to the current guidance, the church will fully re-open without     
restrictions and safety measures when there is a vaccine or 95%-effective treatment for 
COVID-19. 
How can I give? Our congregation is very generous. Even in the midst of global        
economic turmoil, people want to give. The best way to support your church family     
financially is to sign up for online giving at www.fumcmonticello.org/give. 
Who can I contact about a care or concern? Call or text me at (501) 944-9719 or 
email me at hammett.evans@fumcmonticello.org.  
 

http://www.fumcmonticello.org/give
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/
https://giveplushelp.vancopayments.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84070625255?pwd=Vy94Mis3WjdtaUdROTg1c0tHL3VvUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84070625255?pwd=Vy94Mis3WjdtaUdROTg1c0tHL3VvUT09
http://www.fumcmonticello.org/give
mailto:hammett.evans@fumcmonticello.org
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Camp Tanako News 

Camp Tanako’s Board of Trustees has made 

the difficult decision to suspend all overnight 

and day camps for the 2020 summer season. 

The safety and well being of our campers and 

their families are our top priority. These      

unprecedented times call for difficult           

decisions. We encourage all to follow our    

social media platforms to stay connected. 

Keep an eye out for Tanako Tales, a new    

program reminiscing on the memories of 

camp. We love you all and look forward to 

seeing you at Camp Tanako again! 

 
Memorials were given to the glory of God   
And in loving memory of: 
Peggy Goodwin: 

Charlotte McGarr 

Diane & Mark Pennington 

Patty Ross 

Union Bank & Trust Co. 
(Susan Norris)   

Wes McCoy by:   

Charlotte McGarr 

Susan Musick 

Diane & Mark Pennington 

Patty Ross  

Kathy & James Tumlison 

    

If you are a seamstress and 

would like to be part of our 

“Mask Ministry,” please let the 

church office know, and we will 

           get you supplies to get sewing.   

Also, if you are in need of a mask, let the 

church office know, and we will get some out 

to you. 

 

If you need a gently- 

used tablet to watch 

the Sunday morning 

services and Wednesday evening 

on Zoom, please let the church   

office know.  Thank you. 



 

     Children’s Ministry June 2020 

Eighteen children participated in honoring our 2020 High School Seniors with their creativity via posters.  The 

children’s parents videoed them with their posters and we all got to enjoy them at the beginning of our worship 

service Sunday, May 17. They were amazing and greatly appreciated!  THANK YOU! 

Ember Davis is diligently planning our virtual Vacation Bible School to be held July 6-10.  It’s going to be 
fun!!!  More information will be coming soon as we set up online registration for participants.   
  
Brenda Wright, Children’s Minister 
“And He took the children in His arms, placed his hands on them, and blessed them.” Mark 10:16 
 

Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His power. Ephesians 6:10 

VBS Will  Go On! 

FUMC will still hold VBS in 2020 - it just may look different. This year has presented many 
challenges and changes for each of us. In uncertain times like these, I try to focus on gratitude. 
One thing I have been especially grateful for this year is a life grounded in faith. Also- each 
day, I wake up grateful for technology! It has some down sides, sure, but I hope you will 
agree that our modern age -- and, in particular, our church's capabilities-- allows us to contin-
ue connecting with one another, albeit virtually. How wonderful that we have this option! 

It is my privilege to serve as VBS director this year during a unique summer. Many churches 
nationwide have cancelled all summer programming. This year, our VBS will go VIRTUAL! 

With our congregation's size and our members' capabilities, we have the opportunity to share Christ's love with 
more children than ever before. We will be able to bring His Message directly into homes around town, and even 
around the world! Do you have grandchildren who like to attend FUMC's annual VBS? They can still participate, 
even if they are not in town. 

We hope to engage parents of our VBS children in a small way, even outside of their minor assistance with tech-
nology. A Virtual VBS is an opportunity to involve the whole family, many of which may be new to our church. 
Our online format may be the first introduction someone has to FUMC, to the Methodist Church, or to any church. 
This is an easy way for them to "try us out." Please share the dates below with friends who are still seeking a 
church home, or those who may have no VBS option in their own congregations. 

To maximize our Virtual VBS impact, we need volunteers!  In fact, we may actually need MORE volunteers than 
ever before, but your roles will be somewhat different than an in-person VBS. 

Many of us cannot commit to daytime hours, or a whole week - and that's just fine! I have a number of "live" roles, 
some with as little as one hour of time commitment per day for five days. Other roles are involved in preparation 
and have no technology-comfort-level required. Have you always wanted to help VBS but had schedule con-
flicts? I would love to have each of you join us in this important, team effort this year. This is a way to reach 
many, many families as participants, but also as volunteers. If you would like to contribute something as a member 
of our congregation, or assist me with a family contribution, let me know!  

Please contact me via email (davisember@gmail.com) if you are moved to serve and I will elaborate on our    
volunteer opportunities. Families with children, stay tuned for registration information! 

FUMC Monticello's Virtual VBS - Knights of North Castle - will be held July 6-10, anywhere YOU are! We 
can't wait to Armor Up with our VBS Banner Verse printed here, Ephesians 6:10. 

With gratitude in advance, Ember Davis 

mailto:davisember@gmail.com


 

Both Pack 69 and Troop 67 have been working together to continue contact and 

scout information with all registered Scouts. We have participated in the National 

BSA Camp In the weekend of May 2.  Scouts were able to connect virtually with 

groups on campsite construction, virtual hikes, movie making at home, NASA 

Astronaut Q & A, Fitness with Scout Ninja, and much more.  We have started 

meetings with Boy Scouts virtually working on merit badge requirements with 

Google Classroom.  The De Soto Council will not be holding any summer camp 

programs onsite at De Soto in El Dorado this summer.  The program committee 

is working on an alternate project called "Camp in a Box" for both Cub Scouts 

and Boy Scouts.  We are reserving the weeks of July 20-24 for ages Kindergarten 

through Fifth Grade and July 27-31 for  6th Grade and up.  These boxes 

will have activities, camp program, patch, and camp t-shirt.  These boxes will be 

available to Scouts and Non-Scouts for great at home activities for any 

child.  More information to come soon. 



 

During this time of “COVID 19,” your church office is still functioning.  I am 

in the office or working from home, and the phones have been transferred to 

my cell phone.  I am receiving the mail and paying the bills.  I am making  

deposits weekly.  If you need anything, please do not hesitate to call the 

church office.  We are here for you.  If you don’t already have it, the phone 

number is 870-367-2471, and my email address is lynne.russell@fumcmonticello.org.   

Your email is how we are able to send out OneCall messages, prayer concerns, and              

announcements. Please send the office your updated email address so that we can update our 

OneCall list.  Thank you.  Stay safe. 

 

 

 

 

A story from FUMC Samaritan feet shoe distribution: 
 

At our first Samaritan Feet distribution, a grandmother brought her three little granddaughters.  All 

three of the little girls chose the same shoes.  They all chose pink.  They wanted to match.  The giggled 

and admired each other’s shoes — and we all smiled and said they were so cute. 

At the second distribution, the grandmother came again with her little granddaughters.  They each got 

new shoes again and then received a winter coat.  Someone commented on the fact that this family was 

getting shoes again.  Then we paused and said, “Children grow.  They needed new shoes.”  There was 

just a moment that we were passing judgment.  But then we actually MET the grandmother.  She 

shared that she was trying to raise these little girls by herself.  And then she said, “I can’t tell you what 

a blessing this has been to me.  I’ve had such a hard time buying clothing for three little ones.  This has 

just been a miracle for us.”  We so often forget or do not understand the actual hardships so many  

families face.  But the grandmother left us with these delightful words:  She said, “My girls LOVE 

their new shoes.  On the day we got their shoes, they were getting ready to go to bed.  They all crawled 

in bed, and I saw the youngest one still had her shoes on.     I told her she needed to take her shoes off, 

and she said, ‘No, I love them so much that I just want to sleep in them!’” Before this little family left 

our church, we all hugged and told them we would see them again soon.  And that’s exactly what we 

hope to do! 

“We are blessed to be a blessing.” 

During this time of COVID 19, we were given the gift of time!  During this time we have been       

gathering leftover coats from our schools.  Thanks to all the women in our church who have washed 

these coats in preparation for our next distribution.  Please remember to donate any coats your        

children or grandchildren have outgrown!  

WE ARE STILL TAKING/NEEDING DONATIONS FOR OUR SAMARITAN FEED DISTRIBUTION! 

 We need to raise $12,500 
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