
 

  
  

 
  
 
 

 

 
         
 
 

 
NO LENTEN LEGALISM 

ñFor by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not from youðitôs Godôs giftðnot 
from works, so no one may boast.ò (Ephesians 2:8-9) 
  In addition to being Michelleôs birthday, March 4th is National Grammar Day. When I think about 
good grammar, I remember one of my favorite teachers, Ms. Evelyn Murphy. She was my 8th and 
10th grade English teacher. She had so many pet peeves. ñDo not say óoff of,ôò she would say. ñA lot 
is not one word.ò ñIrregardless is not a word.ò I make typos like everyone else, but I rarely break 
any of Ms. Murphyôs rules. 
  Ms. Murphy taught me the difference between subjective and objective case nouns as well as    

subject-verb agreement: ñShe and I went to the store, never she and me.ò She taught us how to     

diagram sentences and how to recognize iambic pentameter. Ms. Murphy was a linguistic legalist. 

She taught us the rules, expected us to follow them, and graded us accordingly. She trained us to be 

linguistic legalists too. 

  When I got older, however, I learned that many of our so-called grammar rules are really more 

matters of style than of law. For example, split infinitives are acceptable when an adverb separates 

the ñtoò and the verb. Passive voice is acceptable when one does not know the source of the action. 

Iôm sure all of us were taught not to end a sentence with a preposition, but that is not a hard-and-fast 

rule, either. Ending a sentence with a preposition is allowed when the sentence would not make 

sense without it. For example, ñWhat are you waiting for?ò does not have the same meaning as, 

ñWhat are you waiting?ò ñFor what are you waiting?ò is reserved for formal occasions. In everyday 

speech, it sounds pretentious. The writer or the speaker has the freedom to use whichever phrase is 

most appropriate to the setting and audience. Itôs a matter of style. 

  Sometimes we treat Lent in a legalistic fashion, rigidly following the rules, and feeling guilt and 

shame when we fail, yet Christ set us free from legalistic rule following. We follow Christ not from 

fear, but for love. 

Grace and Peace! 
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Join us in our first Samaritan Feet Fundraiser meal!  On Wednesday, March 4, all proceeds from 
our Wednesday evening meal will go directly towards purchasing shoes and coats for our Drew 
County children.  The menu will feature a variety of soups, lots of cornbread, and some of our 
best desserts! It will be a good evening of fellowship and foodðand start us on our new mis-
sion!   
_________________________________________________________________________ 

Last October, as we placed shoes and coats on many of our Drew County children, we were    

engaged in conversations with these children, parents and grandparents. The stories touched our 

hearts as we learned what this mission means to these families.  We will be sharing some of 

these experiences with you in our newsletter each month. 

A FUMC volunteerôs story: 

ñWhile working at the hot dog stand, I visited with a grandmother and the four grandchildren 

she was raising.  They had just left the FLC proudly wearing their new socks, shoes, and jackets.  

After thanking us for what we were doing, the grandmother   added this comment: óNow Iôll be 

able to buy groceries this month.ô  We are blessed to be able to do this project for so many   

struggling families.ò 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Committing $1.00 per day during the Season of Lent will purchase two pairs of shoes or 

two jackets for a child in our community. 



 

Shepherd Center Classes Continue through March 31 

Who:  Adults 

What:  Classes in bridge; hand, knee, and foot; dominoes; knitting; yoga; and carpentry.  

Also planned are exercises and local history field trip. 

Where:  First Methodist Family Life Center (east door) 

When:  February 25, March 3, 10, 17, 24, and 31 on Tuesday mornings. (Carpentry and  

yoga begin at 8:00 A.M. others at 9:00 A.M.)  All classes meet at 9:00 the first day. 

Cost:  $10.00 one-time fee 

These classes are sponsored by several churches in Monticello and provide a time of      

fellowship and learning.  Each session begins with a devotional at 9:00 A.M.  News to 

know segments this spring include exercises for seniors and local history.  An Easter craft 

is being planned. 

   

    Scouting News 

The Troop appreciates 

the observation of Scout     

Sunday on February 9   

during both services. Troop 67 served the     

fellowship meal on February 19 ð thank you 

to everyone who came to eat spaghetti!  The 

boys are preparing for their next two camping  

events ð Spring Break Petit Jean Mountain 

Hike/Campout and Spring Camporee at Cane 

Creek State Park April 3-5.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, February 24, Cub Scout Pack 69 held 

their Blue and Gold Banquet with Crossover 

Ceremony in the Family Life Center.         

Members of each den received achievement 

awards, and they had five Arrow of Light   

Candidates Crossover to Boy Scout Troop 

67.  The five boys were Tyron Harris, Thomas 

Holland, Alexander Lane, Samuel Pickens, and 

Daniel Tolbert. 


