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REFLECTIONS 

 
THE BOND OF UNITY 

 
“Above all these things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity.”—Colossians 3: 14 

  One of the things that I love about being a United Methodist is our diversity. With United Methodists in Korea, Europe, Africa, North 
and South America, we are the only Protestant denomination in the world that is truly global. That diversity is reflected culturally, 
politically, socially, and theologically. In addition to our Wesleyan theological heritage, we are united by our common mission to 
“make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” As United Methodists, we believe that we can love each other 
and serve Christ together even when we disagree on important, heartfelt matters. 
  Yet we have come to an impasse over the issue of homosexuality. Our current Book of Discipline holds two beliefs in tension. On the 
one hand, we believe that every human being is God’s child, created in God’s image. Everyone (and everyone means everyone) has 
sacred worth. Our doors are open to all people, we seek to be in ministry with and for all people, we encourage families not to reject 
or condemn LGBT church members and friends, and we believe in equal civil rights for all people. On the other hand, as a denomina-
tion, we believe that sexual relations are only clearly affirmed within the covenant of monogamous, heterosexual marriage. For that 
reason, same sex weddings may not be held on United Methodist property, and United Methodist pastors cannot perform them. We 
may participate in same-gender weddings, but we cannot officiate them. See Pars. 161.II(G), 162.III(J, U), 304, 311, 341, 613, 806, 
2702, The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016. 
  The General Conference of the UMC is the legislative body of our denomination (think Congress), and it is the only body that may 
speak for the UMC as a whole. General Conference last met in 2016, and as I watched via livestream, the same feelings that I had 
when I found out my parents were divorcing welled up inside me. By a margin of about 25 votes, we narrowly evaded a church split 
by asking our Council of Bishops to lead us forward. The Council created the Commission on a Way Forward with the following man-
dates: 1) to examine and possibly recommend revisions to every paragraph in the Book of Discipline regarding human sexuality, and 
2) explore options that help to maintain and strengthen the unity of the church. The 32 commission members were very diverse, 
both laity and clergy, from conservative to liberal, and representing the global nature of the UMC. 
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  After meeting, praying, and deliberating together for 17 months, the Commission presented its recommendations to the Council of 
Bishops. Their report included three possible plans. The One Church Plan would allow (but not require) UMC clergy to perform same-
gender weddings where legal, allow (but not require) Annual Conferences to ordain LGBTQ pastors, and allow (but not require) UM 
churches to hold same gender weddings on church property.    
  The Connectional Conference Plan would form three connectional conferences in the U.S., based on beliefs regarding homosexuals. 
Conferences outside the U.S. could align with one of those three conferences or form one of their own. From what I understand, the 
United Methodist Church would become the “umbrella organization” for at least three separate conferences, divided by their views 
on marriage. 
  The Traditionalist Plan maintains the current language in our Book of Discipline and in its original form included mandatory punish-
ments for clergy, annual conferences, and bishops who violated the covenant. 
  After receiving the Commission’s report, the Council of Bishops recommended the One Church Plan, saying that it “provides confer-
ences, churches, and pastors the flexibility to uniquely reach their missional context while retaining the connectional nature of the 
United Methodist Church.” While the vote was not unanimous, this was the Council’s consensus. The three proposals were then sent 
to the Judicial Council (the “Supreme Court” of the UMC) to determine constitutionality of each. In short, the Judicial Council found 
only the One Church Plan to be (mostly) constitutional without substantial revision. 
  The special called General Conference meets February 23-26 in St. Louis to consider the way forward for the United Methodist 
Church. I encourage you to pray for all the delegates, especially for our representatives from the Arkansas Annual Conference. Also, 
be leery of “fake news.” The United Methodist News Service (www.umnews.org) is a reliable source of information. General Confer-
ence will be livestreamed, and we will post a link to the church Facebook page. 
  Be assured that whatever General Conference decides, we will still be the church on February 27! Our church family knows that we 
can love each other and serve Christ together even when we disagree on, heartfelt matters. That gives me hope as I pray for the fu-
ture of our denomination.   

Grace and Peace! 
 

  
   

     PRAYER VIGIL FOR GENERAL CONFERENCE 
The special called General Conference of the UMC meets February 23-26 in St. Louis to consider how the UMC may move for-

ward in the midst of our disagreement over homosexuality. You are encouraged to be in prayer now 2:23-2:26 (A.M. or P.M., your 
choice) for our delegates and denomination. You may also pray for at least five minutes per day during the conference itself. If you 
would like to pray in the sanctuary, it will be available Monday and Tuesday (February 25 & 26) from 8AM to 5:30PM. If you wish to 
structure your time, a prayer guide will be available with scriptures for prayerful meditation along with suggestions for intercessory 
prayer. 

http://www.umnews.org


We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the families of:  Daniela de Conil (Nelly Cueta’s Mother), Kelley 

Grubbs, Terry Hudgens (Kenny Hudgen’s Cousin), Ima Johnson (Jerry Johnson’s Mother),  

MEMORIALS  WERE  GIVEN  TO  THE  GLORY  OF  GOD  AND  IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF: 
 

Mickey Arrington by:  Stacey & Barry Davis 
Elvin Bates by: Stacey & Barry Davis 
Mildred Blocker by: Stacey & Barry Davis 
Daniela de Conil  by:  Brenda Wright  

Kelley Grubbs by:  Sue & David Anderson, Karla & Gary Chandler, Becky & Harry Crossett, Stacey & 
Barry Davis, Norma & Joe Fletcher, Bennie & Buck Henderson, Rene & Jerry Johnson, Kathy & Jere John-
ston, Patsy & JF Jordan, Dianne & Ray Lloyd, Hilda & Lawrence Malpica,  Holly & Russ Nelson, Jane & 
Matt Pelkki, Diane & Mark Pennington, Patty Ross, Roxanne & Tim Smith, Pat & JW Smith, Jane 
Thomasson, Renee Treadwell, Kathy & James Tumlison, Lindsay & Roy Alan White, Brenda Wright, Drew 
Central Class of 1949, Officers, Directors & Employees of Union Bank & Trust 

Terry Hudgens by:  Stacey & Barry Davis 
Ima Johnson by:  Bennie & Buck Henderson, Kathy & Jere Johnston  
Glenda Scogin  by: Stacey & Barry Davis 
Owen Stanford by:  Stacey & Barry Davis 
James White    by:  Sue & David Anderson 

 

Financial Summary for December 2018 

Budget Ending Balance   $ 120,642 

Non Budget Ending Blance  $  136,891 

Preschool Ending Balance  $      5,057 

 Combined Total  $  262,590 

 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 

Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life.      John 3:16 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!  We are excited to announce we have three new members  
added to our Church Family:  Denise Baldwin, Cookie & Jim Crossett!   

Denise transfers to us from McGregor Baptist Church in Fort Myers, Florida.  

Lily will be going through confirmation and getting baptized soon.   

Cookie & Jim Crossett come to us from 1st Presbyterian Church.  
 
 

We welcome you with open arms and look forward to growing in our faith together! 





ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
February 3 Eli Coburn & Ryker Harvey 

February 10 Abby Huskey & James Sims 

February 17 Alex Martinez & Jason Lee 

February 24 Rylan Harvey & Presley Wagner 

 

LITURGIST SCHEDULE 

February 3 Lori Fallon 

February 10 Boy Scouts 

February 17 John Davis 

February 24 Lori Fallon 

 

               GREETERS 

February 3 Peggy and Auddy Doss  

  Margo and Joel Stevens  

  Kathy and Jere Johnston 

February 10 Meri Whitney and Barrett Brown   

  Belinda and Dave Carpenter  

  Rene Johnson 

February  17 Kim and Tony Fletcher  

  Kathy and James Tumlison  

  John Davis 

February  24 Barry and Stacey Davis  

  Suzanne and Kenneth Roberts    

  Valerie Harvey 

CONTACT US 
 
Give us a call for more information about our worship 
services and programs at: 
870-367-2471—Church  
501-944-9719—Pastor Cell 
870-723-4968-Associate  Minister Cell 
323-229-2122—Secretary Cell 
 
Pastor Email—hammett.evans@fumcmonticello.org 
Associate Minister Email 
lori.fallon@fumcmonticello.org 
Secretary Email—masterfumc@gmail.com 
 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 

WHERE: Monticello Elementary School 

WHEN:  March 11, 2019 

TIME:  8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  

According to state law children must be 5 

years of age on or before August 1.  

Please bring birth record or social         

security card.  Please enroll your child 

even if you do not have these items.   

Arkansan of the Day: Susan Cossey, Monticello's Drew 

Central. Teaching 31 years, and as enthusiastic as any 

person on the planet, especially when she sees young 

imaginations nurtured and energized. 

CONGRATS, Susan! 

 

Congratulations to Barbara Abston on her 40 

years of service as the Director of the Senior  

Citizen Center.  Wishing you a HAPPY  

                  Retirement!!! 

UM101 
Wednesdays 6-7:00 P.M. 

February 6-27 
 What is Methodism, where did it come from, and what do  

Methodists believe? 
 Sign up in worship or contact Bro. Hammett at  

hammett.evans@fumcmonticello.org for more info. 

Confirmation Classes 2019 
Confirmation class will be a great time to learn, grow in faith, 
and develop friendships with each other and with God.  
Classes are open to youth 6th through 12th grade.  If you 
have not received a letter and are interested in attending a 
class, please call the church office at 870-367-2471.  

Our new pictorial directory is now here!  Please check the  

bulletin tables and grab your family copy.  Only one per  

family please.   



Can you help Monday, February 4? 

UMW feeds Wesley Foundation  

at UAM 
 

We will meet at 10:30 in 

the FLC  kitchen to 

warm the food.  At 

11:30, we  deliver food 

to the campus.  From 12:00 

to 1:00, we serve the students. 

To volunteer text or call  

Sandy Funderburg at 723-4945. 

THE SHEPHERDS CENTER 

Starting February 19 

9 to Noon 

Shepherd Centers of America was 
founded in 1972 in Kansas City, MO.  
Programs are designed to fit the needs 
and interests of the local population.   
Volunteers make these sessions      
possible.  Everyone is welcome to  
participate.  Classes offered:            
Carpentry, knitting, quilting, domi-
noes, card games, bridge, yoga and 
more.   
A one-time fee of $10.00 to cover  
expenses. 
You will not want to miss the FUN!!! 

Fellowship Sunday School Class invites you to their study on  
Simon Peter by Adam Hamilton.  The class meets in the Family Life 
Center Sunday mornings at 9:50 A.M. 
“Peter was just an ordinary guy who heard and followed God’s  
extraordinary call.  Discover how you, too, have special gifts, talents, 
and abilities that God can use to make a difference today.” 

 
Come join the First United Methodist Family for a potluck brunch on 

February 24 at 9:50 A.M. in the Family Life Center.  We will be  

celebrating Dalene Stephenson’s retirement and thanking her for all 

she has done over the many years that she has served in the church 

office.  Dalene is not LEAVING us, she is just going to have fun with 

her family and visiting her grandchildren. 

MEALS FOR THE COMING WEDNESDAYS 

FEBRUARY 6  PEO — Chicken Spaghetti  

FEBRUARY 13  Suzanne Zieman — soups 

FEBRUARY 20  Roast and all the fixings 

FEBRUARY 27 Potato Bar 

Thank you to the following for shar-

ing food with our neighbors:  Sally 

and Bob Kirst, Sandy and David Fun-

derburg, Sylvia and Delbert Farrar, 

Patty Ross, Susan Musick, Sue Ander-

son, Lori Fallon, Louisa Smith and 

Rene Holland. 

Special thanks to Trudy Jackson for  

creating new signs. 

 

 

 

Commission on Archives & History Luncheon Information: 

Date:  Saturday, April 27, 2019 

Place:  Little Rock First UMC 

Time 12:00 noon 

Menu:  Brisket, potatoes, green beans, dessert, and tea 

Cost per person:  $12.50 

Deadline for Reservations:  April 20, 2019 

Program:  A Panel of Retired Pastors will tell stories of their  

memories of the ministry in Arkansas. 

Contact Helen Guenter at 870-723-0053 or the church office at 

870-367-2471 for more information to register. 

 

The First United Methodist Church of Monticello is offering 

English as a Second Language (ESL).  Classes are Tuesdays and 

Thursdays at 1:30 P.M.  For more information, contact  

Isabel Bacon at baconi@uamont.edu or 870-723-4672 and 

leave a message. 

https://arumc.org/


Hospice Home Care need vol-
unteers.  Areas you can help 
with include visits, read to  

patients, household help, personal  

grooming… For more info. Or to volunteer 
call 870-367-9008 

 Scout Sunday 

February 10th 
February 2019 celebrates 109 years of Boy Scouts of America 
in the United States. We are celebrating the 56th year of 
Scouting at First United Methodist Church Monticello.      
Currently we have five dens of Cub Scouts and one troop of 
Boy Scouts meeting every Monday in the Fellowship Hall 
building starting at 5:30. 
Cub Scout Pack 69 has 28 active youth with multiple adults.  
The Pack just held their Annual Pinewood Derby in the    
Family Life Center on Monday, January 28 and will have their 
annual Blue and Gold Banquet in the Family Life Center on 
February 25.  At the banquet the Scouts will be receiving  
various awards and our four Arrow of Light Scouts will be 
crossing over to Boy Scouts and joining Troop 67. 
Boy Scout Troop 67 has 17 active youth.  The Troop will be 
participating in both church services for Scout Sunday      
February 10; hosting the district wide Eagle Banquet in the 
Family Life Center on February 16; Camping in Shiloh, TN 
during spring break March 21-24; hosting the district wide 
Spring Camporee at Historic Washington State Park April 5-7.  
In between these events the Scouts are working hard on  
individual merit badges.  In 2018, Troop 67 had one Scout 
achieve Eagle Scout rank, Kenny Bragg.  Mr. Bragg will be 
among the group of Scouts that will be recognized on       
February 16 during the District Wide Banquet.  We want to 
thank First United Methodist Church for their continued  
support to our local Troop and Pack. 

First United Methodist Church 

317 South Main 

Monticello, AR   71655  

Children’s Choirs will sing on         

February 10 in the second service. 

AR Handbell Musicians of America  

2019 State  Festival 

 

 

 

The Bells of Hope will participate in the 

state handbell festival at Benton First 

United Methodist Church on February 23.   

Our ringers along with 100 others will 

present a concert at 3:15 that afternoon.  

Kathy Lyon, our music director, serves on 

the state board. 

 


