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WHY MERRY CHRISTMAS?
“In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be

enrolled in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria.
Everyone went to their own cities to be enrolled. While they were there, the time came
for Mary to have her baby.—Luke 2:1-3, 6 CEB

When I was little, the Christmas story was interlaced with the playthings and television
shows of my childhood. Red-nosed reindeer flew past angels and archangels. Wise Men
brought gifts of gold, frankincense, and candy. The manger was full of cows and sheep,
and a dewback.
As I’ve gotten older, the story of Jesus’ birth has grown with me. I’ve come to realize
that Jesus wasn’t born into a world full of Christmas cheer, of light and love, where
everyone had a smile on their face and greeted one another with tidings of comfort and
joy.
No, the Christ child was born into the real world, the world we know. Jesus was born
into a world where the poor people were taxed unfairly, where politicians made life and
death decisions from palaces and throne rooms that were far, far away from where the
people lived. He was born into a world broken by war and conflict between people of
different faiths. Christ came into a world of suicidal terrorists and genocidal despots. He
was born in a place where refugees were unwelcome and where soldiers were forgotten.
Jesus was born into the real world, our world. He came to show us that in the midst of
the mess, God still loves us. The darkness of evil and sin cannot defeat light, love, faith,
and hope. That is the good news this and every Christmas. Amen.
Merry Christmas!

We welcome our newest member, Rose Pevey to the church family! Rose
transferred her membership to us from Hawley United Methodist. We look
forward to getting to know Rose as we journey together on our walk of faith.

CHRISTMAS EVE
We will have two
Candlelight
Communion
Christmas Eve Services
5:00 & 10:00 PM
The offering collected on
Christmas Eve will go toward
The Samaritan’s Feet Ministry.
Special thanks to everyone who supported the Shoebox Ministry through
your prayers, monetary donations
and by packing a shoebox.
Thank you to everyone who gave their time
and service to make our church decorated for
the Christmas season. It is BEAUTIFUL...job
well done!!
We will be ringing the bells for The
Salvation Army on Saturday, December
15th at Wal-Mart from 9:00 to 5:00! If you
would like to sign up for a one hour shift,
please give the church office a call. 367-2471
It is FUN and REWARDING!!
Children’s Choir & Handbells will meet
through December 12th.
Our last Fellowship Meal before Christmas
will be December 12th.
District Superintendent, Mark Norman, will
preach for us on December 16th while Brother
Hammett is attending his brother’s wedding!
THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED THE WEEK OF
CHRISTMAS!

The Music Department will enjoy a
Christmas Party at the home of Kathy
Lyon on Wednesday, December 19 at
6:00 PM.

2nd Annual UMW Christmas Party
& Meal hosted by Libby Annulis
Circle. All ladies of the church are
invited to the UMW Christmas party/
meal and brief meeting on Tuesday,
December 11th at 6:00 PM in the
Family Life Center. We will enjoy a
meal, wrap gifts for a needy family,
prepare gift boxes for our shut ins and
vote on what missions receive
proceeds from our recent Bazaar.
Please join us! A nursery will be
provided.

SPECIAL GUESTS ARRIVE
FROM AFAR!
December 30th in the Fellowship Hall
all Children’s Sunday School classes
will enjoy a visit from the Three
Wise Men!
All ages are invited as well!

HELP WANTED

We are looking for a Nursery Worker to work the nursery every Sunday with Mrs. Fern. You
must be over the age of 18. If interested, please call church office 367-2471,
We are looking for an Audio/Light Tech to assist Michael Reed every Sunday. Must be over
the age of 18. Please contact the church office if interested.
Financial Update October 31, 2018
Balance in the Budget
Balance in Non-Budget
Balance in Preschool
Summary of Operating Account

$127,985
$ 36,163
$ 3,077
$167,225

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
The Children’s Choirs will sing and the
Celebration Ringers will ring in the
early service on December 9th!

CONGRATULATIONS to Logan Hancock,
the new 3-time World Champion Duck Caller!
Logan competed at the Wings Over The Prairie Festival. Way to go Logan!!!

Feed The Neighbors need volunteers

on Thursdays to help warm and serve the
food to our needy in the neighborhood. We
have had up to 35 in attendance. Please
prayerfully consider coming at 4:00 PM to
the Family Life Center and help as we serve
men, women and children in our neighborhood!
Six people have helped supplement our
meals with food. Special thanks to: Paul
Griffin, Michael James, Julie Smith, David
Anderson, Freddie Lee and Sue Anderson.
You are invited to a Baby Shower
Honoring
Natalie Atkins
Sunday, December 16th
1:30 to 3:00 PM
Family Life Center
Justin & Natalie are expecting a boy!

DAVE RAMSEY FINANCIAL
PEACE UNIVERSITY

Teaches God's ways of handling money. Practical
steps to get from where you are to where you've
dreamed you could be. No cost for the class and
child care is provided. Please call the church office
if you are interested (367-2471).
We would like to start a new class the middle of
January if there is enough interest!

GREETERS FOR DECEMBER
Dec. 2 Valerie Harvey & Judy Murphy
Dec. 9 Stacey & Barry Davis, Kolton Beer, Margo &
Joel Stevens
Dec 16 Dalene & Mike Stephenson, Kathy & James
Tumlison
Dec 23 Kim & Tony Fletcher, Renee & John Frank
Gibson, Kathy & Jere Johnston
Dec 30 Suzanne & Mike Zieman, Margo & Joel Stevens

SMALL GROUP—NEW CLASS
STARTING IN JANUARY

If you are not already a member of a small group,
we encourage you to participate in an eight week
class meeting starting the middle of January.
During these eight weeks you will be instructed and
understand how a small group works and why it is
so effective. Being a member of a small group
brings you closer to people in the church family and
most importantly everyone in the group grows as a
Christian wanting to serve our Lord! Please call
367-2471 if you would like to be a part of this
class!

We extend our deepest sympathy to Tom White & family in the loss of his Father, James White.
Memorials were given to the glory of God and in loving memory of:
George Akin by: Andy & April Davis

Elvin Bates by: Greg & Lori Fallon, Cliff & Lisa Gibson
Mildred Blocker by: Andy & April Davis, Greg & Lori Fallon, Patty Ross
Kathryn Collier by: Greg & Lori Fallon
Ray Dawson by: David & Sue Anderson
Linda Lewis by: Patty Ross
Susan Pemberton by: Jacob & Rose Ann Adcock, David & Sue Anderson, John & Carolyn Bullock, Greg & Lori
Fallon, David & Sandy Funderburg, Jerry & Rene Johnson, Don & Kay Koen, Susan Musick, Patty Ross, Brenda
Wright, Mike & Suzanne Zieman
Floyd Lee Pittman by: April & Andy Davis
Kay Roach by: Andy & April Davis
Ray Stephenson, Jr. by: Jerry Ann, Mendy & Jackie
Harold Tilley by: Judy Murphy
James White by: The Maxwell Family
Phillip Whiting by: Mike & Suzanne Zieman
Billy Williams by: Greg & Lori Fallon, Judy Murphy, Mike & Suzanne Zieman
Those honored on All Saints Sunday by: Michael & Deborah James
Donations were made in loving honor of Beth Maxwell & Mike & Dalene Stephenson by: Dave & Ginger
Wilkins

SAMARITAN’S FEET MINISTRY
What is it?

An opportunity to show love and hope by performing an act of service (washing
the feet) and by giving a new pair of socks and a new pair of shoes to 500 needy,
Drew County (Monticello and Drew Central School Districts) school-aged
children

When and where is it?

August 3, 2019 in First United Methodist Church, Monticello Family Life Center

How much money will we need to do this?
$18 per child x 500 children = $9000

What can I do to help?

Volunteer to work the distribution on August 3, 2019
Pledge $$ as a class or as a group
Raise $$ as a class – i.e., go in with another group and serve a Wednesday night
meal
Give $$ - through honorariums or memorials

Who do I contact?

Contact First United Methodist Church Monticello at 870-367-2471 or
masterfumc@gmail.com.

